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Good - performance in  kltchen
L-counters Is crucial lo safety, effl-
~.clency and comfert, Since you'll be
< living with the counter for a long
“time, give welght to durability as
well as fashion and cost when shop-
. ping.
. whlle no single material meets ev-
:, eryone's necds or decorating prefer-
-rences, the best counters are sanitary,
. retain good looks over a long perlod
~.and are easy té malntain, sald kltch-
vén deslgner James Kmngcl of St
l":ml Minn,
-. When pennles count, plastic lami-
nate Is usually a good cholee. It Is
“economical and available In a wide
. variety of colors, textures and pat-

rns. .
> However, Krenget sald, it Is dlffi-

Festures fnclude:

§
g

Conered Coffurt hoe yest commernee.

Priced from,

cult to repalr, the joints are visible
and moisiure could eventunlly do
damage In those Joints,

The high-cnd customer is choosing
what the trade calls solld surfacing
tops — synthetics such as Corlan,
Surrell 2000X, Avonite and Foun-
tainhead — which have nearly lnvl-
sible seaming.

TODAY'S MOST fashlonable and
most expenslve kitchen counters are
of natural stene, especlally granite,
Although it is extremely durable and
maintains Its shine, granite Imparts
an unemotional, formal look, accord-
ing to deslgner Kevin Walz of New
Yark. And, like plastic laminates,
the seam,s are qulte visible,

He said marble Is o solter, friend.
lier matertal, even though marble
counters wlll stain and eventually
lose thelr shine, To Walz, the slgns of
wear have their own beauty. If that's
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not acceptable, sald Krengel, some

* of the stain can be ellminated by us.

Ing a penetrating sealer,

Granite has been imitated in fami-
rates and solid surfacing materials,
50 those on a lower budget can have
the granlte look,

Solid surfacing malcriuls are
Krengel's favoritcs because they are
durable, casy to work with and
avaltable In a wide range of textures
and colors,

They are made tn a variety of syn-
thetics. Corian, for example, is an
acrylle, Avonite is a polyester and
Fountainhead is a blend of acrylle
and polyester.

Some have the advantage of tak-
ing a bright sheen; others offer a
good surface for dough preparation
and still others come with matching
sinks.

QOther materials to consider for
countertops include butcher block
and stainless steel.

“Butcher block gets softer and
warmer as it ages. When ordered in

the 1 ¥-inch thickness, you ean cut
Into it for Lwo or three decades with-
out getting anywhere near to pitting
i, sald Walz.

HE ADVISED stripplng off stains
with steel wool and refinishing with
a nontoxle oll every year or so.

Butcher block Is being used less in
home kitchens, according to Kren-
gel, beeause It S not considered as
sanitary as other counter matertuls
and should be efully scoured 1o
kill any bacteria ~ a problem main-

ly when cutting raw micat or chlck-
n.

An advantage is that interesting
edge tréatments can be devised.
While maple butcher block is the
miost common, other woods can be
used with attractive results.

Walz is known for his imaglnative
use of materlals In kitchens, includ-
ing stainless steel as a countertop. It
is durable, ldeal for the high tech
luok and as o nonporous material, it
is sanitary.

While stainless steel does show
water marks and fingerprints, the

Kitchen counters are durable yet decorative

slgns of use are part of an attractlve
patina it acquires as it ages.

Furthermore, stainless over
plywood Is one of the least expensive
counters. It ls “available in miost
arcas through commerclal restau-
rant suppliers, sald Walz.

Among materials he does not
advise for counters Is ceramic tlle,
which he sald is better for back-
splashes, walls and floors, where the
many patlerns and colors can be
used to create Interest, and brittle-
ness and uncvenness are not draw-
backs.
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rim of an efficient, fune-
to wurk on projects and
store tools, here are sonte hints to
help you get started on your ideal
hume workshop,
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A workbench s the heart of a work-
shap. A sturdy 2 by 4 frame topped
by a double layer of %-Inch plywood
will serve as an excellent, easy-to-
make workbench,

It a full-slzed beneh takes up more
space (han you have, you can bulld a
{old-down unit. Use a solid core door
for the benchtop; fasten it to a wall,
using a4 piano hinge. Support the
front cdge with 2 by 4 legs attached
with hinges and felding leg brackets
that lock open.

For most people, the correct
height for a workbench is 34 to 36
inches,

Beeause concrete is hard on the
feet and damages tools that are
dropped  accidentally, cushion the
workshup floor with plywood or an
old carpet.

Storing Tools

Here are some tips for cxpanding
storige space:

back of the door tool ruck ts
cat for storing small tools and sup-
p]iu.

# You can store tools on wall hooks
ur on a peg board. Palnt the outline *
of each teol on the surface to remind
you and athers where to replace it.

A good way to organize washers
and nuts Is to hang them according
to slze on large safety plas or on
wire coat hangers whose necks have
been untwisted.

Jars with screw tops are ideal for
storing small items such as nails,
screws, nuts and bolts. You cap duu-
ble your shelf capacity by screwing
somie of the jar lids to the undersides
of the shelves. Place a lock washer
under 1he head of the screw so that
the lid won't turn when yeu unscrew
the Jar. Or attach the lid with two
serews.

If you need @ rack to store abra-
sive sanding discs, cut off % to % of
an aluminum pic plate and fasten it
to the wall, bottom side out.

Safety Precautions
When working with any power too)
use only a heavy-duty, grounded
(three-prong) extension cord that is
14-gauge or larger.

To kecp power tool cords out of
the way as you work, hook the stack
on a long spring screwed into the
ceiling above your workbench,

Store discarded toxlc chemicals
such as solvents in a separate, sealed
trash contajner and dispose of them
properly.
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