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Day 1990, which is

Sunday, Aprll 22, the
urges “citizens and their
governments lo reviow their
environmental challenge.”

The councl) has procialmed
publle activities promoting
preservation of the
our shared resolve” in
protecting natural resources.
County Management Services
Dlvislon will test the county's
a.m. Wednesday during
Tornado Safety Week in

The department urges
resldents to not call their local
the sirens durlng the test.

wiemory ‘ane_

To write the Observer: 21898
5450; sports line, 591-2312; week-
0900; display ads, 591-2300; fax

In endorslng Earth
Farmington Hills City Council
commitment to meet the global
“that the duy be sct aside for *
environment” and “'te declare

TAKE heed: Oakland
tornado warnlng sirens at 10
Michlgan.
pollce or fire department about
50 years ago:

# Arthur Coe and Loretta Cox
were re-clected supervisor and
treasurer of Farmington
Townshlp with vote counts of 373
and 381, respectively.

® Local dog owncrs are
warned to keep pets conflned, or
leashed and muzzled white
walklIng, in the wake of a state
quarantine followlng a rables
outbreak,

# Orville E. Dunckel is
expected to return next fall as
superintendent of schools In
Farmington.

— Furmington Enterprise,
April 4, 1940

REATIVITY Springs
Allve, that showcase of

This week
student inventivencss,

C returns 7-9 p.m. Friday

and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at
Harrlson High, 26995 W. 12 Mile,
Farmington Hills.
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Airline safety questioned, 3A

By Joanno Mallszewski
staff writer

R
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RANDY DORST/atatl pholographor

Roy Angers, a Skye Drive resident who lives two doors away from where the airplane part landed, looks at the remains of the
jet-engine tail cone that fell from a passing 747,

By Bob Sklar
-slalf writer

- Rinig of con artists dupes area businesses, 4A

An alert store employee who had

seen a composite drawing of a coin-
roll con man In the Observer led
Farmington Hills police to a prime
suspeet Wednesday,

Steven L. Jackson, 26, later plead-
ed guilty to four counts of attempt-

ing lo obtain money under false pre-

tenses In Incidents involving busi-
nesses at the Orchard-12 Shopping
Center, northwest of Orchard Lake
Road and 12 Mite.

The Detrolt resident remains a

suspect in four other successful cons
in Farmingten Hlils, but no warrants
have been issued, Police plan to hold
photo or physical llneups in those
cases, detectlves sald,

Pollce think the ruses pulled off
locally may be the product of 2 De-
trolt-area ring in which men and
women try to exchange rolls of
“dimes” far currency. Later, mer-
chants find the rolls {ltted with pen-
nles, with dimes on cach end.

At least a dozen Incidents have

been reported re- .
cently in Farm- B
ington Hills,
Southficld, Red-
ford Township,
Livonia and Dear-
born Helghts.

The ruse was
aimed at five busl-
nesses In Farm-
ington Hills during  Y2ckson
March — three in Pleads guilty
one day and four at the same corner,

Bus driver
fondly
recalls
students

By Debble Wallis Landau
spocial writer

On a typleal day, Nita Piltz learns

latest eplsodes of Teen-age Mutant
Ninja Turtles, and discovers which
class got the best treats.

Fram behind her blg wheel, she
hears the serious phllosophizing of
young minds,

"I'll never forget the little boy
who told his pal how his dad had
trouble fixing the family car,” Plitz
sald. “When the second boy asked
haw they finally got the can working,
the storytetter replied, 'God fixed it?

“‘You mean God’s a mechanlc,
too?" marveled the sccond boy. Well,
that was one of these times where [
could hardly keep a atraight facet"
Such episodes are fond memories

| of Piltz's 21 years as a bus drlver for
°| Farmington Public Schools. Besides
being n delly listening post and occa-

slonal referee, she's also the recipl-
ent of Christmas gifts, like the mini-
ature school bus adorning her living
room wall, )
But the gift she prizes more than
any other Is the respect of her young
charges, whose safety is her top pri-

about schoolglrl crushes, hears the

ority. “I've never viewed my bus
driving aa just & job,”" she sald. “I've
alwaya regarded my role In many

ways Itke thal of a teacher.”

PASSENGERS ON Plitz's bus
know t's not a playground. They are
told, In the “toggh love” manner for
which theic driver Is known, (o
“speak with Inside volces” and to
“keep all arms and legs In front of
them." 1. B

Asked what would make her job
easler, Plltz 13 quick to say: “If driv-
ers obeyed the law.” The penalty for
passing a school bus with lights

“I've got to get those kids safely to schoo), but | also fee! it's
imperative to teach them to properly cross a strect,"
Farmignton school bus driver Nita Piltz.

‘cated in Informing us about traffle

DOUGLAS SUSALLAZsRM photographor

says

flashing Is & $80 flnc and two points
on your driving record. .

In corly 1987, Farmington Hllls
traffic safety Ofticer Donald Fra-
dette launched the School Bus Safety

Man pleads guilty in coin-roll

It took four buslnesses for more than
$250. Anather attempt failed when a
store employce who checked some of
the coin rolls found pennies.

AT 5:20 pm. Wednesday, Farm-
Ington Hills police arrested Jacksen
after he tried to cxchange rolls of
“dimes” at elght businesses at the
Qrchard-12 Shopping Center.

None of the businesses made the
exchange, “Most of the employees
had read the article In the Observer
about the scam and weren't taking
coln rolls,” sald detective Darnel
Krause of the F 13 po-

The Hindo famlly never would
have guessed the unusually loud
bang they heard late Thursday was
part of a British Airways 747 jet en-
gine that had landed between their
house and a nelghbar’s.

But when Kal Iindo went outside
early Friday morning just to double-
check, he found the englne tail cone
lying near cvergreens between his
house and that of his Skye Drive
nclllghbors. Rlchard and Carole Mer-
rell.

“It sounded llke an explosion. We
thought It was something inslde the
house that had fallen," sald Kal's
son, Ralph.

Plsase turn to Pago 3

Airplane part
falls from sky

The piece fanded
between two houses
on Skye Dr.

Skye Dr.

An Mile —4'

N

sCam

In most every case Wednesday,
Jackson said he worked at the Ba-
varian Village Ski Shop at the shop-
ping center. He sald Bavarian Vil-
lage had run short of cash and want.
ed to exchange rolls of “dimes" for
currency, according to police,

A Rags to Riches employee
refused to make the exchange after
recognizing the man's likeness from
the composite drawing that ran on
the front page of the Observer
March 26.
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Hills council debates
zoning code officer

By Joanne Mallszowskl
statt wrlter

cers sald they wanted the city coune
cil to know that residents In south-

0Olde Town/Meadowbrook Heights
residents don't want a code enforce-
ment officer hired speclilcally for
southeast Farminglon HIlls. And

|__they_especially son’t want the pesi.
tlon flnonced with (ederal block
grant money,

“All we were saylng Is that a per-
son who has eyes and s south of 10
Mlle (can) look and sce what needs to
be seen,” sald Floyd DuFresne, pres-
ident of Olde Town/Meadowbrook
Helghts Homeowners Association.

“The blight and whatever drives
us crazy. It's the obvious, The garage
full of trash, the refrigerators and
dual exhaust car sitting out there.”

The homeowners assoclation offi-

east HHIs are plagued
with blight, such as junk cars in
driveways,

But the prime idea at the regular
city council meeting a couple hours
later was to hire a code enforcement
officer specifically to address blight
complaints in that part of the city,
Code enforcement Is an eligible
project, according to block grant
guldelines, city manager Willlam
Costick said.

“If we throw In a code enforce-
ment person, the question Is how
much wiil It cost and where will the
motiey come from,” sald community

Ploase turn to Page 4

Program with the of Piltz|
and her colleagues.

“Nila has been tremendously dedl-
problems,” Fradette sald.. “She
pushed hard for betler monitoring
and disciptinary action agalnst viela-
tora.

The program requires bus drivers
to record all data pertinent to a vio-
latlon - license plate number, driv.
er description, location, witnesses,
The police havea 98-percent convic.
um; rate of those ticketed, Fradette
said. .
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