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statf writor

In the blg meets last year, nobody
could match Farmington's girls
track and field team, which won
Western Lakes Actlvities Associa.
tion and reglonal champlonshlips.

The Falcons might not duplicate
(bat success this year, but Farming-
ton, with enough top-flight athletes
returning, will be among the WLAA
contenders again.,

The Falcons, however, must get
along without some key members of
the last team and will have a thin
Ilneup that Jacks the depth needed
far dual mects.

“We're optimistic; we just have a
lot of unknowns,” coach Bruce
Brown sald. “But we've got some
definite knowns, We have some kids
who are golng to do well. We'll show
up with what we've got and see how
it goes.”

‘The top returnces Include sealor
distance runner Jennlfer Klel, junlor
hurdlers Shelll Gaul and Susan Da-
vidson, scnlor sprinters Carrie Maler
and Amy Trunk and junior thrower
Kerri Owezarzak,

BROWN EXPECTS Klel to have
another good year. She quallficd for
state In the 1600- and 3200-mcter
runs and holds the school record of
5:17.0 in the former. Kiel was re-
gional champion in the 3200 and
runner-up in the 1600,

Farmington’s success in  girls
cross country has always had a car-
ry-over effect In track, and other
members of the WLAA champion-
ship cross country team witl help to
make distance running a strength.

Juniors Jenny Derwlnski, an all-
area cross country runner, Gretchen
Clapplson and Cheryl Casaroll and
sophomores Carrle Walter, Allison

Jennlfer Kiel
regional champion

Davis and Jodie Van Ord offer sup-
port for Klel. Joan Muller Is a fresh-
man prospect.

The Falecons were hurt most by
graduatlon in the sprints.

Jenolfer Reed, who Is competing
for the Unlversity of Michigan wom-
en’s team, Angic Forge and Nicole
Tocco helped te make Farmington's
400 and 800 rclays the best in the
area and were good in open events,
t0o. Those three also comblined with
Gaul to win the 800 relay at the re-
glonal.

“The great unknown is really our
sprints,” Brown sald. “We lived off
Angie Forge for four years. I don't
know wkat we can do, but we'll see
what life is like without Angie,

“You could always count on Angle,
and we were fortunate when Jen-
nlfer Reed moved In (for her senior

Jenny Derwinski
distance runner

year). We can’t look back on it. We
Just vae to have younger klds come
through.”

MAIER AND Trunk ran on the
sprint relays when available the last
threc years, but they also play
soccer at Farmington, They misscd
the league and regional meets be-
cause of the seccer lcam’s extended
run In the state tournament.

“They'll help us if we don't have a
confllet,” Brown sald. “Last year we
had enough depth that we could
work around that. Right now we
don't seem to have that depth.”

Brown hopes junlor Kristy Bodary
will help in the 200 and 400 and soph-
omore Sherrl Ylltalo In the 400.
Sophomare Mattie Kinsey is another
possibility, but her warkouts are ilm-
ited by a sprained ankle.
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stafl writer

HIS YEAR'S ALL-AREA
gymnastics team looks

very much like an all-state
team.

Observerland teams made a
strong showing in the state finals
March 17 at Saginaw Valley State
University, and many of the top per-
formers in that meet are members
of the 1990 all-area squad,

The leader is Plymouth Salem
freshman Kim Mlller, who won the
all-around state champlonship and
helped the Rocks to a third-place
showlng In state competition.

Miller scored 26,30 in the all-
around competition to earn the title
won by Westland John Glenn's Wen-
dy Minch a year ago. Mltler also was
the individual winner on bars with
an 18,25 total in the two-day compe-
tition,

North Farmington won a regional
champlonshlp and was fourth in the
state and Is represented by Heather
Kahn and Kym Heller on the all-area
team, which ence agaln was deter-
mined by area coaches,

Plymouth Canton also was a re-
glonal winner and finlshed fifth at
state. Canton's Dawn Cilfford,

Gaul was the WLAA champlon In

* (he 100 hurdles and runner-up in the
regional with a school-record time of
15.5. Davidson was sixth in the same

event at the regional, and Dawn
Montrose placed sixth In the 300 hur-
dles in the WLAA.

“I'd say hurdling has to be one of
our strong suiis,” Brown said.

Farmington lost onc of the area’s
top high jumpers In Julle Lawton,
but Gaut has jumped 5 feet. Clappi-
son adds depth in that cvent.

OWCZARZAK WAS (ifth In the re-
gional in the shot put {31-0) and sixth
in the discus {94-0). Junior Deanna
Curelo compeles in bath events, also.

“Kerri usually takes a place for
us,” Brown said,

Glbson has long jumped more than
14 feet, but she plays soccer, Loo, and
might not be avajlable for all meets.

The relay sltuatlon, especially
with the loss of the sprinters, is up in
the alr, according to Brawn,

“It just depends who we have on a
given day,” he said, “We don't have
enough Jennifer Klels, I'd like to run
her insix events.”

The Falcons, with a 4-1 record,
were runners-up in the Lakes Divl-
sion of the WLAA and were 6-1 over-
all last year. Livonla Stevenson,
which won the Lakes title, should be
the team to beat, according to
Brown.

Farmington's season begins
Wednesday with the annual clty
meet at Harrison High School,

FANDY BORST/statf pholographor

Shelli Gaul was league champion in the 100-meter hurdles and
holds the school record of 15.5 seconds.

eat honors

Johanna Anderson and Heather Mur-
phy are all-area repeaters as are
Heller, Kahn and Westland John
Glenn’s Christine Prough.

Kathi Kinsella, who led Salem to
Its first Western Lakes Activities As-
soclatlon title and the best showlng
among arca schools in state compe-
titton, was named coach of the year.

FIRST TEAM

Heathor Kahn, Junior, N, Farming-
ton: Kabn was second in the siate as an
ali-around competitor, scoting 36.00 in
ihe tinals. Sha also finishad #iih on voull,
soventh on bars and tied for elghth on
loor.

Kohn was the WLAA champion on vaul
(9.20), was secand on bars {9.20) and
beam {9.25) and was third on floor
19.25},

“She has ihe obillly 10 keop things In
perspectivo and is really sieady,” cooch
Jalt Dwyet s0ld. “She has @ seal malurg

ency — (hat's been the name of het
game.”

Kym Holler, senlor, N. Farming-
ton; Heller was Ihe siate co-champion on
vaull, scoting 16.85 in The two-day come
petilion and tying wilh Keistie Kelly of
Frectano.

Helier was sixth in the stale as an all-
atounder with 4 35.60 total and founh in
1he WLAA wilb o 35.70 score. She was
1hitd on vauit (9.00) in ihe league meet.
eighth on bois (8.65), fith on beam
{9.00) and hiih on licar (9.05).

“She peaked a1 1he right tima for he
league, regionat and staly meots,” Dwyer
safd. "Sha's belter when the compotition
is batler.

“Sho's a renl 1ough athlgte who doesn't
(ko to give up. and we'ie going to miss
that next yesr. There was never a meol
whon she lot the prossuto get to hor."”

Dawn Ciitford, sophomere, Can-
1on: Clilford had high scores of 8.0 on
vault, 8,85 an bars, 9.1 on beam, 8.5 on
floor exercise and 35.00 in tho afl-around.
She alse has All-American averages of
8.84 on vaul, 8.69 on bars, 8.93 on beam
and 33.98 in the afk-around,

Clilford was sixih in tho state on boarn
{12.70) and was third in the Rockford tn-
vilational in 1hat event. In the WLAA
meot, she was lith in the ail-around
{35.00} and fourth on beam (9.10) and

outlook in 1ho sonse sho slays
0. | never saw her get upsel. Her consist

Youth dominates Mercy team

RANDY aousr/mrtpno-m
Moureen Paulin will play sec-
ond base and hefp with pitch-
ing.

By Aay Setlock
slaft writor

The Farmington Hills Merey girls
softball team will be young, but
coach Suzanne Brown refuses to use
that as an excuse, «

The Marlins will have just two
senfors on thelr roster, compared to
four last season when Mercy flnished
wlth a 26-12 record and second place
in the Cathollc League.

“We have n young team,” Brown
sald, “but T don't see why we cannot
be as good as we were lost season,”

Mercy lost Its top pltcher and
hitter Amy Edward to graduation,
but Brown safd the Marllns will rely
on a group of plichers to overcome
that loss.

“We hove a six-person pliching
stalf, conalsting of three freshmen,
one sophomore and two juntors,”
Brown sald. “They provide us witha
1ot of depth.”

FRESHMEN MINDY Mrsan,
Krista Mitter and Katle Heffernan,

- along with sophomore Andrea Thibi

deau and juniors Angela Mastriolnn!
and Maurcea Prulin will make up
the Marlins’ pltching staff.

““We have the luxury of having a
threc-plicher rotation,” Brown said.

Marlins don’t
have Edward
to do pitching

1 fecl that will add to the effective
ness of the pitching staff, Nobody
will get avcrwurked. All the arms
will be fresh.”

Milter, Paulin and Mastriolnni
will make up the Mercy
tatlon, Thibldeau will be the Mmr]ln.l
primary rellef pltcher,

Paulln will slso start at second-

base for Mercy, while Mastriolnnl
will start at third base, Heffernan
wlll be the shoristep,

“The way our rotation woris all”

14 players will get to play in a dou-
ble-header,” Brown sald. “When
some of these girls are pliching,

starding ro--

they’ll need somebody to fill In at
their posltion.”

Returning behind the plate for
Merey Is Juntor catcher Kim Rele-
hard, She is also expected to help the
Marlins offenslvely.

“Kim has really turned hmcl{
into a solld catcher,” Brown said.
“She s also a good hitter. Sh= I bn!
fourth or fifth in our linc-up.”

Sophomore center ficlder Kath.
leen Berrigan will lead a solid group
of outflelders for the Marlins,

“XATHLEEN IS extremely
quick,” Brown sald. “She Is defintely
golng to be nne nl l.he keys to our
success thls seas

Senlors Amy Mlller and Jenny
Shallal, along with sophomore Mar-
¢y Eastman, will make up the rev
mainder of the Mercy outfield,

Also expected to contribute for the
Marlina this season are juniors Col.
leen Nowlckl, second base; ry

th Mraan, first base; Jenn Dennle
son, first base; and Maura Pheney,
dealgnated hitter,

“All the glris have excellent atti.
tudes,” Brown sald, “1 don't let them
bave room for bad attltudes, It
should be a fun season.”

The Marlins travel to Livonia
Franklin toddy to open the season.

Plaase turn to Pago 2

1980 ALL-AREA
GYMNASTICS TEAM
FIAST TEAM
Weather Kahn n Fa
Kymbotor . . . N Fa
Oann Cilford
Heather Murphy
Kim Rennolcs
Johanna Acderson
Kim Miier . .
Couttney Gomyea
Chiistos Prough John Gienn
Jennier Kapo . Carencene
Jenny Tegesco o
Kolty Jacobs . . . Wayne
Danvotie Milo Cantan
COACH OF THE YEAR
Kathi Kaselta . Sa'em
SECOND TEAM
Autumn Bunch Salem
Krrstin Szularshs 1 Farmington
Jameotah Gater _H Farmington
Elizabeih Schuch John Glenn
Cherl Crawton. Wayne

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Salom: Jonny Wong. Ainee Wong, Jonny
Skylanos, Sue Farmer, Slefane Angulo,
Therosa Grachero, Wayna: §hannon
Roel, Jenniter Loskoy, Teresa Gedtn,
Farmington; Nicole Gerwatowski, Mchere
Feaner, Shen Yitalo, John Glenn: Gina
Martin, Amy Finigy, Nchatie Coombs, Cane
10n: Sand: Sherwn, Jana Shockkng. Laura
Andorson; N. Farmingt
thy Wiams, Elen Kdd
Sofomon, Michalle Coloan
Hownzmann; Watled Lake Weslorn: Jute
Dubbe, Ammber Daker, Clacencavila: Robor

ison: Amy

Ta Wiggle, Enn Maguie

RANDY BORST/statf photographer

Kim Relchard raturns as the storting catcher and will be one of

Morcy's kay hitters.
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