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Radio daze
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‘There was a time when people gathered around thelr radlo Lo listen to
soap operas, shows like “Th~ Lone Ranger,” “Amos and Andy” and “You
Bet Your Life.” Now people gather around thelr TV sets for entertaln-
ment. But there’s a group of peopl€ keeping radlo drama alive on publle

radle. Find oul more en Page D.
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The unthinkable won't really
happen, thank goodness, There will
be major league baseball thls sea-
son.

But It's still golng to be a few
weeks before the teams come back
north. How can eager Tiger fans
pass the time?

Don't bother with the tractor
pulls on ESPN. Rellef can be as
close as your nearest video store.

Baseball has been a Irequent
movie toplc. But the wise consum-
er wlil choose caretully.

Hightight films are a safc
choice. In additlon to historical
overvicws of the sport, there are
also iudlyidual bighlight films
featuring the game’s most notable
teams — including the Tlgers.
(And the 1984 World Series flim s
still available.)

Highlight films, 'though, arc
pretty safe and predictable. More
venturesome fans head stralght
for the theatrleal releases.

’ Even though plenty of baseball
movles are available for VCRs, the
|| sport hasn't been especlally well-
|| served by Hollywaed.
- ‘The game's most dramatic
.| moment, Jackle Rablnson's herole
breaking of bascball’s color barri-
er has only been told once — ina
forgettable, low budget film star-
ring Robinsen himself,

Ruth, the game's most col-
orful figure, was dealt an injustice
by the much-panned 1943 flim bl-
ography with Willlam Bendix bad-
ly miscast In the title role. (Though
& new, perhaps better, version
with beefy “Roscanne” star John
Goodman has been rumored.)

MANY BASEBALL fllms fall
because their lead actors, while
talented, just aren’t bellevable as
athletes. Tony Perkins in “Fear
Strikes Out” immedlately comes
tomind.

Even Robert DeNive isn't exact-
ly convincing in (he much-praised
| “Bang the Drum Slowly.”
Objections aside, several base-
] ball movles really do stand out.

| Perhaps tellingly, most of them

‘| are fantasles, rather than biogra-

phles,
I've seen just about every base-
*] ball film ever made. Here are my

J| favorites:

.
. 1. “The Natural” — Many crit-
+f lcs called a blg strike three on this
Robert Redford vehlele upon Its
| 1984 releasc, particularly because

«f It turned the amoral anti-hero of
.| Bernard Malamud's

1950s novel
:| into a shining knlght for the feel-
:| good 1980s.

| It looks much better in retros-
:| pect. Redford is convinelng as a
:] ballplayer — if an aglng one —

<] and his terse acting style {lts the

:| part well. As a fantasy fable, this
:| ranks right up there with “Bat-
:| man” and Randy Newman's musi-

:| calscore is brilliant.

: If you've seen It before, sce it
: agaln to savor the performances of

:| Robert Duvall, as a merciless

sports  columnist, and veteran
characler actors Wilfred Brimley
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cian Teller {in a speaking role yet!)
and ex-Laugh In star Henry Gib-
son as a dim-witted palr of father-
and-son club owners.

Drawbacks — The ballfleld and
locker room language, often
peppered with obscenity, Is au-
thentle ~ but It might be a tad
strong for young viewers and those
turned off by such salty verblage.

4. “Pride of the Yankees” —
One of the few baseball bloplcs
worth remembering.  Hollywood
tegend suggests Gary Coaper had
never even set foot on a baseball
dlamand until cailed upon to play
New York Yankees great Lou
Gehrlg. But Cooper, the epitome of
the strong, sllent type, Is believ-
able as the strong, silent {and trag-
leally doomed) Gehrig. ‘This is a
great male tear-Jerker, on the or-
der of “Brian’s Song."

SPECIAL BONUS — Babe
Ruth, Gehrig's tcammate and rl-
val, is partrayed by the only actor
who could do hlm justice, Ruth
himself.

Drawbacks — None really -
but bring yeur Kleenex.

5. “Bingo Long's Traveling All-
Stars and Motor Kings” — As with
“The Natural,” the fllm softens the
hard edges of the novel on which it
was based, Stll, Blly Dee Wi
llams and James Earl Jones are
convincing as barnstorming Negro
League ball players In the pre- and
post-Jackie Roblnson era, Their
disappointment in being left be-
hind as younger blacks are finatly
Iuvited Into the major leagues Is
palpable, thelr love for the game
genulne.

Drawbacks — The mlx of come-
dy and drama doesn't always
work.

Special bonus — Jones is ex-
pected to return to the screen
when the award-winning play
“Fences” comes 1o the blg screen.

That's the heart of the line-up.
The bench-warmers include:

1. "Major Lengue” — The Cleve-
fand Indians win the peanant. OK,
it's another fantasy. While too
many subplots erowd the actlon,
this is an cnjoyable, if stight, com-
edy. Charlie Sheen is especlally en-
Joyable as a fast llving, fast throw-
ing young pltcher. Maybe he
should be back fn a sequel.

2, "EIGHT MEN Out” — This is
story of the scandal that broke
when elght members of the Chica-
go White Sox were accused of
throwing the 1919 World Serles,
told in documentary siyle by flim-
maker John Sayles, The lack of a
strong central character and the
{allure to take a stand, elther ex-

playcrs or damn-

and Richard Farnsworth, as Red-
ford's manager and coach.

DRAWBACKS ~ The altered
ending docs muddy things up a bit
~ but with 2 movle thls

bascball-fantasy films released in
the late 1940s and carly 1950s.
This one, starring Ray Mikland, Is
ihe best of the lot.

. Ml)llnmi, as a mild mannered,

who cares?

Speclal bonus — Look for real-
life ex-Tiger Phil Mankowski and
former Rookie of the Year Joe
Charboneau in (very milnor) sup-
porting roles,

2, "1t Happeos Every Spring" —
‘There were numerous, sentimental

thletle, college
professor aceldentally invents a
substance that makes baseballs
avold wood. In the process, he be-
comes a big time bascball star.
Eventually, he loses his magic pe-
tlon but wins the game and gets
the girt anyway,
Drawbacks — It isn't yet avail-

able on VCR, but cheek your local
outlet and cable and UHF station
listings — It’'s a TV staple.

Speclal bonus — Just lmagine
how good Dan Ackroyd would be in
a remake.

3. “Long Gone" — A broken
down minor league ballplayer, a
sexy female bent on seducing him
. . . hey, haven't we seen this be-
fore? Well yes, it Is somewhat
1lke "'Bull Durham" and It does lift
a scene or two from “The Natural”
and even from “A Solider’s Story,”

where bascball was a_peripheral
part of the action. Nonetheless,
this made-for-HBO movie
possesses a certain charm of its

own.

FOR MY MONEY, Wiliam Pet-
ersen (last seen as Joe Sr. in the
Kennedy minl-series) is far more
convincing as the weary jock than
was Kevln Costncr, Co-star Virgln-
ia Madsen, one of Hollywood's sex-
fest, least-heralded actresses, also
shines.

Speclal bonus — Comic-magi-

ing them, seriously hampers what
could have been an outstanding

fllm,

Charlle Sheen gets billing,
though David Straithalrn nearly
saves the day as tormented pitcher
Eddie Cleotte.

3, “Damn Yanokees” — Made
back [n the 19505, when the New
York Yankees really did win the
pennant year after year, this musi-
cal still holds up well. {Although
“Take Me Qut to the Ball Game”
with Gene Kelly and Frank Sinatra
Is a lesser-seen alternative.)
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Pullum’s: A bit of Jamaica close to home

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

“Come to Jamalca,” the ad says,

At Pullum’s Place in Detroit,
Jamalca comes to yau ln a bottle,

Sure, any bar can throw on a
few gaudy calypso records and
serve up rum and Cokes with um-
breltas,

But for a’real taste of the Is-
lands, just ask Carmen Allen of
Southfleld. He helps operate “reg-
gae night” on Fridays at Pullum's
along with fellow Southfleld resi-
dent Barry Wililams.

Allen pulls an unmarked, corked
bottle off the shell. In the vessel
are bits and particles of Irish
moss, pimento leaves, China brush
tree, raw walnuts and peanuts
along with the some fresh glnger.

The concoction swirls around In
200 proof rum.

Allen smilingly calls it “Island
Tonle.” No takers so far, The bot-
tle has sat on the shelf for moro
than a year.

Owner Gary Pullum shakes his
head.

‘I go everywhere, mon.
{ spend two to three
days getting
everything.’

— Carmen Allen

“That will put curl In your halr,”
he said.

¢ 5aid.

Allen offers a less toxic alterna-
tive. He calls it “The Islander
Surprise,” which Is one of several
non-plcohollc drinks offered at the
International juice bar.

“The Islander Surprise" consists
of mango juice, papaya, guava,
grapes and coconut on top. The
Orange Whip is put to shame.

No ashtrays or peanuts atop this
bar, just mounds of exotic looking
fruit, Allen dutifully names cach
one n the stack, pointing to pa.
paya, mango, and pickled pear and
kiw! with his knife,

ONE MANGLED plece Is called
“ugll,” a tropical frult consisting

of leman, orange, lime, grapefrult
and mandarin orange. Not exactly
stuff to be found in the produce
sectlon at the local A&P,

T go everywhere, mon," sald
Allen, who Is originally from
Mandeville, Jamaica. “I spend two
to three days getting everything.”

Also, of the alcoholic variety
there are island favorite beers of
Red Stripe, Guinness, Helnlken
and Corrona. In the works Is a fnix
drink called “Pullum's Punch,”
which conslsts of fruit julce and
rum and will be served In o sea
shell,

'We even have 24-inch straws to
serve it with,” Pullum sald,

Drinks, yes, but food? The istand
menu at Pullum’s includes Jamai-
can beef ‘paltles, vegetarian pat-
tlcs, goat, currled chicken along
with red beans and rice,

Pullum's Place on Fridays is
about musle. Specifically, the
sotnds of the Caribbean. The club
has been offering reggae and other
world beat music for throe years.

Ploase turn to Pagoe 8

Owners Gary
and Annie Pul-
lum have been
*praviding tho
sounds and
tastes of the -
Caribbean on
Friday nights
at  Pullum’s
Place In De-
troit tor threo
years. .
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