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MOVING PICTURES

Large.”

Tom Berr.-nger ploys gumahoe Hnrry Dobbs and Kme Capahnw Is Ellan McGrnw ln“Love at

Gumshoes star in ‘Love’

The very “Cinema
Paradiso” (A-, 120 minutes) was res-
cheduled at the last minute and
opened Friday, March 23, at the
Maple Theater. See it for ft certainly
;i?crvcd its Oscar as best foreign
ilm,

Fans of hard-bolted detective nov.
¢ls will enjoy "Love at Large” {A-,
R, 95 minutes), a light-hearted, ro-
mantle satire of Mike Hammer and
all the other pulp-fiction tough guys
sitting in thelr fourth-floor walk-ups
walting for lush blondes with blg
cases — “at lerst a C-note a day,
honey, plus expenses.”

This time it's a slightly ditzy but
extremely appealing brunet, Miss
Dolan (Anne Arche:;, with lots of
money who wants our hero, Harry
Dobhe (Tom Berenger), to follow her
mobster-love-object, Rieck (Neil
Young).

Mr. Dobbs (“Call me Harry.") is
the quintessentlal down-at-the-heets
gumshoe. If he has an office, we nev-
er see it. He receives Jan's
call in the bed of his jealous girl-

Grading the movies
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Top marks - sure to ploase

A | Close behind - excellent
Stlllin sunaing for top honots
Protty good stutl, not perfoct
B |Good

Good but notable detlclencles
Jusl a cut above average

C | Mediocro

Not s0 kot and slipping fast
The very bes! of the poor stult

Kovic (Tom Crulse), a paraplegic Viet
1,

Vi

“Claema Paradlso™ (A., 120 minutes).

Excellent story of Alfredo (Phillippe
Noiret), the projectionist In a smial] Sleili-
an town just after World War I1.

‘Coupe de Vilte” (A-, PG-13, 100 min-

utes).
Touching story of brotherly hate,
fatherly love and the mportance of fami.

1y bonds.
"DerEtIl Miss Daisy™ (A) (PG) 100 min-

Fine acting highlights personal drama

! Jewish widow (Jesslca Tandy) chauf-

feured by a black man {Morgan Free-

man} set agalnst southern changes from
1948-1973, X

“Enemies: A Love Stary”(R). #

Man emotionally Involved with second
wife and mistress ls distressed when his
first wife — presumed dead in the Holo-
caust — durns up,

“The Fourth War" {C+, R, 30 minutcs}

An Ametican colonel and hls Russian
counterpart, two cold-war warriors with.
out a war, square off and start thelr own.

"Glary” (A){R) 110 minuies,

‘The glory of the first black Infantry
regiment dutlng the Clvll War s cap-
tured in Ahis outstanding film.

's Tale" (B-) (R) 109

Iriend, Doris (Ann M:

Tom takes Miss Dalan’s case but
follows the wrong Rick, Frederlck
King (Ted Levine). He's not the mob-
ster of Mlss Dolan’s affection nor ls
he the accountant that his wifé (An-
nette O'Toole) thinks he s. Neither is
he the rancher that his other wife,
Ellcn (Kate Capshaw) thinks he Is.

Whlle Harry is [following the
wrang Rick and trying to sort all this
out, he, In turn, ls foltowed by Stella
Wynkowskl (Ellzabeth Perkins),

Berenger Is nicely situated amidst
these flve lovely ladies in the best
pulp-fiction tradition, Whether inten-
tlonal or not, these women bear con-
slderable resemblance to other ac-
tresses — O'Toole to Meryl Streep,
Magnuson to Shirley MacLaine,
Capshaw to Jessica Lange and Arch
er to a number of stars in the Holly-
wood of old,

BERENGER PLAYS the whole
thing with a whimsical intensity that
highlights the mlld but pleasant sat-
ire. His performance Is keyed to the
lhoughl “Isn't this fun?” Yup, it sure

Detpne 2 murkey, somewhat dis-
. organized openlng and a sappy end-
ing, “Oppartunity Knocks"” (B+, PG.
13) is pretty funny with “Saturday
Night Live's” Dana Carvey as Eddle
Farrell, a smalltime con-artist. He
and his partner, Lou (Todd Graff),
live by thelr wits and a varlety of
small cons.

But con games aren’t paying well
and the boys have a big tab with
thelr bookie. Turning to burglaries in
the night-time, Eddie stumbles into
the Malkin famlly. Father Milt (Rob-
¢rt Loggia) is CEO of a tollet fix-
ures manufacturing company. Most
impertant in the Milkin family ix the
daughter, Annle the doctor (Julla
Campbell). There are some other In-
!eruunx relatives as well,

* There's an obvious but humorous
= and probably true — commentary

cre: Surviving on the streets’ takes -

e same quick wits and unmitigated
gall as surviving in corporata hoard.
rooms. In any event, Eddie’s good at
it desplte the fact that.be and Lou
offend & mojor mob . figure, Sal
(James Tolkan). That .offense,. of

course, leads (o all som of eomlc .

complluuou SN

*"Thie musle video transluons ln'the,
ts,

sequences are’ unfortunal
unnemry and add to the flim's
opening confuslon, Onee ' that,.
bowever, “Opportunity’ Knocks" and
Carvey takes over in u:u b(sl. Walur
Mllly tradition.

CARVEY'S TALENT carrlea lhil

0 |Poor
It doosn't got much worso

mlnuxu

Compelling, but siructurally flawed fu-
turistic tale of Amerlcan gone wrong
with pollution and radia.

F | Truly awful
Z__{Reserved tor tho
« | Noadvanced screoning

bad

tion.

“Hard to Kili” (@) (R).

Martial arts filem.

“Henry V" (unrated).

Kennelh Branagh's superb new adapta-
tlon of 's play. The dircelor

ending which Is obllgatory glven the
sltuation’and the need for a happy
ending.

“Nuns on the Run" (B, R, 95 min.
utes) Is a “devine” comedy, starring
Robbie Coltrane and Erlc Idle, both
Manty Python alums.

Bryan (Coltranc) and Charlle
(Idle}, two washed-up bank robbers,
declde to take money from a bo'ched
bank heist and start a new life by
golng straight, But they end up golng
straight to St. Joseph's College —
‘The Brldes of Christ Nunnery.

In order to elude thelr gang, a ri-
vl:::;lunul gang and the pollce, they

Transvestitism Is in this season
and the film I8 a mix between
“We're No Angels” and “A Fish
Called Wanda"” — with some dry and
wry British humor mixed in along-
side classic slapstick routines,

Charlie and Bryan Jn hlding with
the nuns get a whole new perspee-
tive on religious life, Bryan falls in
love with a bumbling, myople
blonde. Charlle Is the brains of the
outfit trylng to figure a way out of
thelr predicament.

Idle and Coltrape work well to-
gether in the Laure! and Hardy trad-
ition Including a hilarfous interpreta.
tion of the Trinity by Idle only min-

utes after Coltrane relates the atory,

These jokes made at the expense of

. Christianity are mild and fairly ob-

scure hence the entertalning, enjoy.

able (llm shouldn’t prove offensive.
ed by Jason Brown)

“True Love” (R) runs exclu!lvely
at the Star-Rochester Theatres with
Annsbella Sclorra and Ron Eldard
as two Itallan-American sweethearts
about to get married ln thelr tight-
Imll Bronx cumcdy.

(B} (R).

Blow start speeds up after a while and .
bocomed : u emcuvo thrilter as Rob
Lows corru; ames Spader.
~mum"(c+)m) 102 minutes,

“'t Tense but frite and bloody paychologi-
} ul thriller with Junla MQ Curtis as girl

l“
Tomh.l.n'. plphlully dlsturblng, poig.
nant, of Ron

plm put a

stars In the tltle role,

“Hause Party” (*).

Dance, dance, dance.

“The Hust for Red Oﬂabﬁr" ©C) (PG)
135 minutes.

Confusing underwater sequences are as
murky as this tale of Soviet sub com.
mander (Sean Connery) irylng to defect.

“Joe Versus the Volcano™ {(B+, (PG}
102 minutes.

A good, clean falry tale for all ages
with Tom Hnnuand Meg Ryan.

“Lambada" (*} (PG).

Let's save |)u: world through fancy
danelng.

*“The Last of the Floest” (*) (R).

Suspended harc squad takes matters
Into lhelr own hands,

“The Little Mermald” (A} (G) 80 min-
utes,

Dlsnuy anlmation of Hans Christian
Andersen tale of mermald In love with

human.

“Loak Who's Talking” (C+) (PG-13) 97
minutes.

Conlrivcd poorly struciured story of
pregnant CPA (Kirstle Alley) and her
scarch for a perfect father for her baby.
Bruce Willls (s the baby's volee.

“'Lord of the Flies" (B)(R) 85 minutes,

Harry Hook remake of Sl William
Golding's classlc novel of young boys de-
scent Inlo savagry while marconed on &
deserted tsland,

“Madbonse” (2-) (PG-13) 85 minutes.

Rldiculous, exaggerated beyond belief,
atory about house guests, Nelther funny
nor entertaining.

“Hy Left Fool” {A)} (R),

Five well-deserved Oscar nominailons
for Whis gritty but touching story of Lhe
writer, Chrisly Brown, and bis struggles
with cerebra) palsy,

“Pretty Woman™ (A- R, 120 mlnutes).

Charniing, romantic fantasy with Wall
Street mogul (Richard ‘Gere) falling in
Tove with prostitute (Julla Roberts).

A Shock to the System” (B, R, 90 min-
ules)

A mild-mannered, harrassed ad exec
(Michael Caine) takes maiters into his
suddenly murderous hands,

“Stee) Magnollaa® (B cpa) 110 min-

Talented cast, led by Shirley Mac-
Lalne’s lormance, fally sbort in de-
plcting problems of ux&wlbcrn ‘women.

“5tella” (C) (PG-19) 115 mlnutes.

Saap opera at Its slowest and dripplesat
but Betta Midler's always fun, aven cov-
ered with detergent In the Utle role.

"“Tango and Cask” {C) 110 nunnla

Two cops — Sylvester Stallone and
Kurt Russell ~ aro frarmed in
ctecopshow, ' .- ¢

“Tremors” (PG-19).

Kevin Bacon llnu glant worms from
beneath the ea;

medlo-

v
'

© “Night of

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING ' g

Mall series honors I\/Iltchum

By John Monaghan
speclal writer

To some, Robert Mitchum is just a
poor man's Bogart, a droopy-eyed
tough guy whose off-scrcen antles
are more excitlng than what he of-
fered to the screen. You can, howev-
cr, discover some real gems in his
tong and prollfle career.

Two of his best films highlight the
month-long tribute to Mitchum at
the Livonla Mall, Shown at 1¢ am.
over the next lwo Tucsdays, “Night
of the Hunter” and “Thunder Road"
are the kind of movles so rarely
shown on the big screen that they
may be worth a moraing sick call to

wark.

In the Charles Laughton-directed
the Hunter" (1955),
Mitchum had his greatest rele as a
psychotic preacher. On ene hand, he
has the word LOVE taitooed across
the knuckies, on the other hand
HATE. He's got plenty of the Iatter
for a pair of children whom he's con-
vinced have hidden away a stolen
cache of money.

- In an attempt to get closer to the

situation, he marries the children’s
widowed mother (Shelley Winters at
her thinnest and loveliest). In the
film’s most unforgettable composi-
tion, he lectures her about sin be-
ncath the shadowy cathedral ceiling
of thetr honeymoon bed chamber,

Had “Night of the Hunter” been
more successful, Charles Laughton
may have gone on to direct some
equally fasclnating ftims. The only
critic who had anything really good
to say about the pleture was James
Agee, who wrote the screenplay,

Mitchum penned the story of
“Thunder Road" (1858), which plays
the following week. He Is cast here
as Lucas Doolin, king of Tennessee
moanshiners, who refuses to hook up
with the powerful syndicate trylng
to muscle In on the generatlons old
Hlltbltly buslness.

SCREENSCENE __

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-
trolt Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward Ave,, Detrolt. Call 833-2323 for
Enformatlon. ($4)

“Sweetic” (Australla 1989),
April 8-8 (call for show times). This
dark comedy by Aussle director
Jane Camplon has been halled as 2
modern masterplece, When a palr of
sisters move In together, the results
are inexplicably surreal and disturb-
ing. No one under 18 admltted.

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER,
5020 John R, Detroit. Call 577-8400
for informatlon. (§2-5)

“Scasons,” through April 30. Wil-
liam Shatner narrates this study of
the scasens, with musie by Vivaldi
and Imag:s that will take your
breath away. Shown on the giant
domed Omnimax screen.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave.,
l?cur:)orn. Call 943-2330 for informa-
tion,

“Down to Earth,” 7 p.m, Aprit 2,
In this hit-or-miss muslcal comedy,
Rita Hayworth stars as a beautiful
muse who comes to carth to help
Larry Parks produce a mythological
musical play. Remade as “Xanadu™
with even more tepid results.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile at
Middiebelt, Livonla, Cnll 476-1166
for information, (Frec.

"Night of the Humer" {USA —
1957}, 10 am. April 3. Robert
Mitchum’s greatest role as the psy-
chotle preacher who has the word
HATE tattooed on one hand and
LOVE on the ather. The only film di-
rected by Charles Laughton was a
box office flap, but has since been
hailed as one of the most cerlly ef-
fective portrayals of pure evil. With
Shelley Winters as a tovestruck wid-
ow and Lillian Gish as a felsty spin-
ster, As purt of the mall's month-
long tribute to Mitchum,

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor, Call 6688387
for Information. ($4, $3.25 students
and senlor eltlzens)

“The Big Parade” (USA —
p.m. April 8. King Vidor’s amazingly
effective antl-war fiim brillantly
blends elements of comedy and dra-
ma. Jobn Gilbert plays the soldler
who falls for a young Frenchwoman
{Rence Adorce} behind the lines,
while engaged In some of the flere.
est World War I battle sequences
ever filmed, With the sllent cartoon
“Fellx Revolts" (1924), both gems
shown with live organ accompani-
ment, (Frec admission this film
only.)

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360
Lasher, Detrolt, Call 537-2580 for in-
!urmaﬂnn {$2.50).

Remember Mama“"(USA —
lNB), 8 p.m, April &7, Irene Dunne
stars as the Norweglan housewl{e
who struggles to bring up a large
famlly in turn-of-the-century San
Francisco,

1825), 7

Soumrmw PUBLIC - LI~

DRARY, 28000 Evergreen, South-
fleld. Call 354-9100 for Information,
($5 membership, $2.50 students and
unlar cltizens)

o

Making runs to the clly In a
souped-up Ford, Doolin eludes both
marauding Treasucy men and the
Mob. When a thug races alongslde
him, Doolin casually flicks his ever
present clgarette {no onc smoked
more than Mttchum) outside the pas-
senger seat window and into the

The Trouble with ‘Henry’

1f “Night of the Hunter" kept "50s
critles guessing, “Henry: Potralt of o
Serlal Killer” has modern eritles
walking oul in protest. Those who
can stomach 1t ~— including Roger
Ebert and the New York Times' Car-
yn James -- are praising It as a styl-
Ized examination of a killer's mind.
1t premlers thls weekend at the Tele-
Arts Theatre downtown.

Director John McNaughton saw a
“20/20" report of Henry Lee Lucas,
a Texas killer responsible for count-
less deaths, He made the low budget
film, loosely bascd on Lee's life, in

8¢

sucker's face.

This flilm proved a success {ae,:
cerding to legend, it still plays at’,
some Southern drive-lns) and pro-,
duced & hit Litle sang, which the ag.
tor both wrote and sung. Mitchun!
son Jim debuted here In the role of,
Doolin's younger brother.

back its release — until now. .

Looklng beyond the mangled, p: ar!
tially clothed corpses that Hllcr the
sereen, there Is an understated per;
formance from Michael Rooker, who
has since played memorable heavies
in such films as "Mississlppl l!nm
ing" and “Sea of Love.”

Still, it's hard to get beyond llm
content, including-a brutal rape ang,
murder scene which Henry and an
accomplice record on video tape.
While “Henry" has more style tha;
the typleal slasher flim, disturbir;
Images like these make for difflcult
viewing.

1988. An MPA X rating has held

unconventional
role of 2 man
who married
and murdered
and married
and

murdered!

LAY 20 N N

“Shadow of a Doubt” (USA —
1943), 7:30 p.m. April 5. One of Al
1red Hitcheock's favorite effort was
this moody mystery about a teenag-
er (Teresa Wright) who shares an un-
usual bond with her mysterlous Un-
cle Charlle {Joseph Colton). Slowly,
the girl beglns to suspect that he is
the “Merry Widow Killer” wha has
been knocking off little otd ladles
across the country. Shown on blg
sereen video,

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward, De-
trolt. Call 963-3918 for Informatlen.
{$3.50, $2,50 students and senlor cltl-
zens,

“Henry: Portralt of a Serlal
Killer” (USA — 1986}, April 4-8 {call
for show times). Loosely based on a
true story, this gruesome {llm chron-
icles the llfe of a man (Michacl
Rooker) whe murders countless
women in Texas, Qbviously not for
ol tastes,

“Train of Dreams"” (Canada -

1988), 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. April 67
and 1, 3, 5 and 7 p.m. April 8 A
slrce‘ urchin’s life on the streets of
Montreal takes him from one prison
to the next. (A CityWide Cln«.m

presentatlon),
~ John Mununhmr
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