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Babylon Hotel attracts a crowd

By Larry 0'Connor
stall writer

A dictionary, the Bible and 400
names later, meet Babylon Hotel.

Or should we say, welcome to the
Babylon Hotel. Elther way, do drop
in. This four-member outfit
impresses with Its neo-progressive
musle-honed In finest pop/rock sen-
sibilities by people wha have visited
afew librarles in thelr time.

‘Two of four members sport a type
of academle degree. Drummer Dave
Hoff is wrapping up hls bachelor's
degree with an interdisciplinary ma-
Jor in psychology, public relations
and busincss adminlstration at the
University of Michigan and bassist
Lance Larsen is finishing up at the
Centers for Creative Studics,

Aslde from the studles, this group
works hard at produclng musle.
They do their own bookings and pro-
motlon in additlon to writlng songs.
And they encourage one another.

“It's the same way a business
graduate worrles about his resume,”
sald Hotf, who lives In West Bloom-
tield. “It's a buslness.”

“Well said,” added lead vocalist
Liz Thomaslan of Southfield.

Well said, Indeed. But let's get to
the crux of the maller, Anyone can
use some monosyllable words and
sing about the environment and
other great soclologieal Issues of our
day. Can this band play?

THE QUESTION ls answered suc-
cinctly in a nugget of a demo tape.
There are five songs, all different
and atl encompassing,

Three things qulckly standout in
Babylon Hotel's case, One s the
soulful renderings of Thomaslan,
whose vocals can adroitly handle

Members of Babylon Hotet include drummer David Hoff, bassist Lance Larsen, lead vocalist

Liz Thomasion and guitar pfayer David Galens.

ballads and rises above the primal
guitar rock sound.

Two, 5 the atmospheric guitar
play of David Galens. Three, is the
ability to pull it off without a blt of
pretentlen, a fault of many a group
who bills ltself a3 a thinking man’s

and.
“It's 2 fine line to walk," sald
Galens, who wasan English major at
Mlchigar State University. “U2 has
crassed over that line . . . You have
to feel it You have to want (o get it
across,”
Babylon Hotel has been able to get
it across in one way or another. The

band originally started out under the
monlker Sam I Am, performing out
of East Lansing. A few clubs have
still mistakenly billed the outfit un-
der that title.

The crew grew tired of the name
(not to mentlon a few bands alrcady
went by Sam 1 Am). Galens sat down
with the Bible and dictionary and
came up with 400 alternatives.

BABYLON Hotel was picked out
of the lot because, according to Hoff,
“jt has a ring to It.”

Babylon Hotel doesn’t have a nose-
in-the-alr attitude about gigglng.

They love to play anywhere, feeding
off the energy from the crowd.

On this night, the group is opening
for Robb Roy at Key West In Detroit.
Babylon Hotel has performed at
Griff’s Grill in Pontiac, the Ralnbow
in Inkster and the Blind Plg In Ann
Arbor.

Wherever Babylon Hotel plays,
they draw a response, Be It lyrically
or musically.

“1 don't expect applause,” Hoff
sald, “I hate It when people don’t pay
attentlon. What I like to think we get
Is attention.”

Big Chief: Music without the sugar

8y Larry O'Connor
slatf writer

Basslst Matt O'Bricn asks band-
mate Phll Durr for some sweetner
Ior his coffce.

*"“Oh, look," said Durr, a graduate
of Birmingham Scaholm. “Big Chlef
sugar.”

The coincidence is In brand name
only. Big Chlef’s musle Is not sugar,
nor Nutrlsweet. Four out of five den-
tists wouldn’t recommend it as a re-
placement for sugarless chewing

gum.
+The sound is grungy, funky and
downright dirty,
sSome might dismiss It as heavy
metal after a cursory llsten, But
there’s more than meets the ear.

; For instance, the Big Chief num-
ber “Brake Torque.” A less than at-
téntive music consumer would as-
sume the gultar driven number is
about, what els: “ut cars. Not so, ac-
cnrdlng to vocalis, Barry Hensster,

."Brake torque is something every
high school kid has done,” sald Hens-
sler, whose blondish mane is
drapped over his right shoulder.
“You hit the brake and the gas at the
same time, To me, It presents an Im-
age of frustratlon. And, In a sense,
it's .wmr.-lhlng about sex or being
blocked in.”
+SOMETHING ABOUT Henssler,
be is a former member of the
Necros, o hardcore outfit of note-
worthy mention in the 1980s. The
Necros released a few critically-ac.
clalmed albums and toured with the
1lkes of Megadeth and Clrele Jerks,

Big Chlef offers a new creative
outlet for Henssler and his band-

REVIEWS

Big Chiel bnnd memherl are Matt O‘Eﬂnn, Phil Durr, Bnny
Henssler, Mike Danner and Mark Dancey.

mates, who comes from such diver-
gent outfits as Tom Gemp,
MeDenald's, Lavghlng Hyenas and
Crossed Wire.

The band has a single, “Chrome
Helmet," out on the Sub Pop label
(Soundgarden and Mudhoney) and
anotker on Get Hip label in Pltts-
burgs.

Along with drummer Mike
Danrer, guitarist Mark Dancey,
Durt and O'Brien, Henssler has fig-
ured out the equation. Many bands,
Including several local outfits, cite
MC5 and Jggy and the Stoogies as in-
fluences. This leaves several leather-
clad, pale imitators.

Not so with Blg Chief. Why? They
play thelr music in the spirit of the
aforementioned gods of guitar
grunge. In Blg Chlef’s case, one of
the key Ingredients Is funk, Remem-

ber Funkedelle and the Ohio Play-
?

Big Chief does.

“Disco killed funk,” O'Brien said.
“John Travolta screwed up funk.
Blame it on John Travolta.”

OF COURSE, Detroft funkmelster
George Clinten stilt reigns and Big
Chlef Is a converted lot.

Plans nclude covering an entire
altum of Clinten’s in the future,
‘Thelr hero has even glven his bless-

ing.

“He told us to keep the funk
ative,” Hensster sald.

Henssler Is quick to add, though,
furk ls only one “flavor” in the Big
Chlef sundae. Heavy metal — in the
Black Sabbath and Jiml Hendrix
sense of the word — Is also an unde-
nizble influence,

“The real loud, crunchlng gultars
have always appealed (o us,” Hens-

sler sald. “We don't want our music
to fulfill some 14-year-old's fantasy
about destroylng women or having a
macho stance.”

There are few very stances in Big
Chicf circles. One I3 limlting the
number of local appearances. The
band will perform Friday, April 6, at
Salnt Andrew's Hall, The group
opened fer Soundgarden there a few
months back.

If things go well, Henssler said Blg
Chlef won’t have to play in the area
agaln for another three months. A
tour of Eurepe would be more ap-
pealing at this point.

‘The British music press, In partic.
ular, has taken a fancy to metal/
punk groups from the States. Big
Chitef belleves they have the stuff to
satisly appreciative European cars,

IN THE meantime, though, the
band is puttlng together an album -
hopefully to be distrlbuted by a ma-
Jor record label, The signlng of Sub
Pop's Soundgarden by A&M offers
hope.
Henssler got a glipse of success
with the Necros. He recalls one time
opening up for Circle Jerks In Mi-
aml. Bouncers were harrassing peo-
ple and Henssler told the audlence to
tevelt and a disturbance unfolded,
complete with police and ambu-
lances.

*It's easy to start a riot,” he said.
"nle difficult part is maintaining
one.

Elq Chief will perform Friday,
April 6, at Saint Andrew's Hali,
43! E. Congress, Detroit. Doors
open at @ pm. For information,
call 961-MELT.

IN CONCERT .

® Mol Telttid

Mol Triftid wiit perform on Monday,
April 2, at Bliad Pig, 208 S. First, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 996-8555.

@ Caplain Dave

Captain Dave and the Psychedelic
Lounge Cats will perfarm on Tuesday,
Apeil 3, at the Blind (g, 208 S, First, Ann
Arbor. For intormation, call 996-8555.

® Conguerools

Conqueroots witl perform on Wednes-
day, April 4, 21 the Blind Pig, 208 S, First
5t., Ann Arbor, For [nformation, cal) 996-
8555.

© Elvls Hitler

Elvis Hitler will pecforin with guests,
Heretix, on Thursday, Apzil 5, ot Saim
Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, Ann Ar-
bar. For informatlon, call 961-MELT.

® Tho Flnal Clash

The winners of the Blind Pig's “Battle
of the Band's” will take place on Thurs-
day, ApHl 5, at the ciub, 208 S. First, Ann
Arbor. For information, call §96-8555

© Big Chlet

Big Chief will pesform at 9 p.m. Frie
day, April 8, at Saint Andrew's Hall, 431
E. Congress, Detroit. Tickets ace $5 In ad-
vance. For information, call 961-MELT.

@ Soul Station

Sout Station wlll pertorm on Friday,
Apri] 6. at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048
Calnﬂ[. Hamiramek. For information,
call 60,

® Mitch Wood»

Mitch Woods and His Rocket 883 will
perform on Friday and Saturday, April 6.
7, a1 Sully's, 4758 Grecealfield, Dearborn.
For Information, call 846-5377.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 songs on WWWW.
FM.

L. “Little Gir),” Reba McEntlre.
"Scein’ My Father,” Paul Overstreet.
1 No Matter How High," The Oak Ridge

".lusl as Long as I Have You," Den Wil-

"Chalns "’ Patty Loveless.
5. "0n Second Thought,* Eddie Rabblts.
7.*Tell Mc Why,” Jann Brown.
8. “Hard Rock Bottom of Your Heart,”
Randy Travis.
§. “Leave It Alone,” The Forester Sisters.
10. “Southern Star,” Alabama,

® Cinecyds

Cinecyde will perform with guests,
Zombie Surfers and Happy Tom, on Fri-
day, April 6, at Paycheck's, 2932 Canlff,
Hamtramck. For Information, call 874-
0254.

® Crossed Wire

Crossed Wire will perform with guests,
Ann B. Davis, on Friday, Aprll 6, at the
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 996-855%,

@ Fade

Fade will perform on Saturday, April
7. at the Hamlramck Pub, 2048 Canlff,
Hamtramek. For information, calt 365-
9760

@ Michsel Penn .

Michae! Penn will perform on Satur- -
day. April 7, a1 Saint Andrew's Hall, 431 ~
E. Congress, Detroit. For information,
cal) 961-M ELT.

® Olra Haza

Ofra Haza will perform at B p.m. Sat-
urday, Aprit 7, at The Latin Quarter, 3067
E. Grand Blvd, Detroit. Tickets are
$12.50 in advance. For Informatlon, call
99-MUSIC.

® Dirty Dozen

Dirty Dozen Brass Band wll) perform
two shows al 8 and 11 p.m. on Saturday,
April 7. at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First, Ann
Arbar. For Information, call 996-855:.

© Polor Murphy

Peter Murphy will perform with
guests, Nine Inch Nalls, at 8 p.m, Sunday,
April 8, at The Latin Quarter, 3067 E.
Grand, Detroit. Tickets are $14.50 In ad-
vance. For infarmation, call $9-MUSIC.

Mitch Woods
and His Rocket
88s will per-
form Friday-
Saturday, April
6-7, at Sully's
in Dearborn,

LOCAL

Here are the (op 10 songs (oo particu:
lar order) on “Detroit Muste Scene."
which is heard 45 p.m. Sundays o
WDTR-FM 90.9 {repeated 5:30-5:30 pm
Tuesdays).

1. "My Time," Cuppa Joe.

2."When I Met You,” Sensitive Blg Guys.
3, “In the Dark and Crylog” Jimmy
Bones,

4. High insight,” Blae Nimbus.

5. “Put Me Back,” lehabod Stowe.

‘Boy Meets Gltl," See Dick Run,
. “l Won't Step on You.” Mochness Lob-

mr.
B. “The Fighter," Soul Station.
9. “Smoking and Drinking." Tbe Gear,
10. “I've Been Watching You,” .lnh.nnl:
Quest,

AFFECTION
— Lisa Stansfield

According lo modern folk lore,
disco died somewhere during the
late '70s, But, every year or so,
someone comes out with an album
{hat sounds darn similar to disco.
* This music is not, of course, re-
ferred to as dlsco, Instead, It Is
called by some sort of cuphemlsm
Uke “dance muslc” or “extendo-club
fniz-o-rama.” In other words, peaple
Idve to lsten to disco music 25 long
4s they don't realize that dance
mixes of the 1990s are pretty much
exnclly the same thing as disco
inixes of the 1970s.
¢, In the case of the new album, “Af-
uon," by Lisa Stanstleld, uvml
rms are used to describe the
fiarkably dlsco-esque musle. Amvng
the eupheml:ms, “club beats,” “'stri-
dent demi-house groove! " and
"sprlghtly soul.”
! A press release for Stansfleld's al-
says, “You may belleve you've
fieard her before only because
the volce you've always wanted to
r”* Or maybe It's because we
).aue heard the samo stuff before —
the disco era, the “Flashdance”
ql, ln cvery :rl whcre disco lmule,

been popul
4 Llla Shnlﬂcld 13 billed u be!.ng
this, ;he I.ll
Shite woman singing soul music,
Zhis Is unique? Anyone who had ils-
4kned to anyone from Pat Boone to
!ge Rolling' Stones knuw: that its

nothing new for a white person to rip
off the music created by black peo-
ple. Even if it was a new concept, it
doesn't seem like something anyone
would want to brag about,

Stansfield doesn’t break any new
ground, either lyrically or musically,
on album. The songs are all
about a crazy little thing called love,
Love for yourself, love with a friend,
relationship-typa love, love, love,
love, Whatever your love-song needs
happen to be, Stansficld, like the
Hallmark Card company, has just
the thing for the occasion.

stlnslleld can't seem to figure out
whether she wanty to be Michael
Jackson, Anita Baker or Donna Sum-
mer, It's odd, her image seems very
calculated as far as appearance goes
— she even wears a palnted on beau-
ty spot. Too bad you can't palnt on

musical talent or nﬂglmut}v'. .
. = Jlt Hamilton

Vroa

I DO NOT WANT
WHAT | HAVEN'T
GOT

—Sinead O’'Connor

A, it only seems like yesterday,
There was Sincad Q'Connor pere
forming before a nationwide televi-
sion audience, her head shaved znd
the Public Enemy logo stenciled
onto the side of it.

But marriage, motherhood and a
critically-acclaimed debut record
have apparently changed the Irish
songtress. Gone from her follow-up,
“1 Do Not Want What I Haven't
Got," are the militant howls and pri-
mal screcches found on her first al-
bum.

‘What were once Lions and Cobras
are purrs of contentment. O'Connor
Is little less rambunctious and more
reflective, and maybe, dare we say,
abltmore mature,

That's not so bad, contrary to the
bellef of many of her fans.

To make “Llon and Cobra 1"
would merely be regurgitating the
anger of her less-than-Brady-Bunch
adoleacence, It wouldn't have

Not to say “I Do Not Want What I
Haven't Got" is a stellar sophomore
effort, The LP iz a bit as
O'Connor grapples with a thing
called contentment for perhzps the
flrst time In her life.

™

Sin é&é O‘(_ohnOr

~at want
wirnt | lavat get,

I do

A few numbers atand out on thelr
own. The first onc Is already getting
plenty of radio alr time, “Nothing
Compares 2 U.” The Prince-written
number displays O'Connor at her
soulful, albeit tempered, best.

The a capeila drone of “I Do Not
Want What I Haven't Got" closes the
LP on a high note. The song echoes
the havoe of new-found success, “1
have water for my journey/I have
bread and I have wine/no longer will
1 lbe hungry/the bread of life
mine

— Larry O°'Connor

CHANGESBOWIE
— David Bowie

It you weren't able to pop for last
Christmas’ criticially acelaimed (but
pricey) “Sound + Vision” set, don't
worry. Bowie and Rykodisc, his new
label, boil it all down for you here,
And add to it,

Not to be confused with a simitar-
ly named greatest hits package fs-
sued by RCA several years ago,
“Changesbowie" is actually the most
comprehensive overview ever pree
sented of this everwhnnglng rock
star’s career,

For the first time — even includ-
ing last year's multi-album set —
Bowle's 1980s hits are placed along-
slde his carlier work,

From “Space Oddity" to “Young
Amcricans,” from “Golden Years"
to “Let's Dance,” these are the tunes
Bowle Is performing on his current,
nothing-but-the-hits tour,

Even though there are 18 songs in-
cluded, there's naturally bound to be
a favorite or two overlooked, Local
fans wil! probably be disappointed at
the omission of “Panic In Detrolt,”
"ane," meanwhile, 1s presented in

new  dance-club-friendly remix
thnt wouldn't be bad as a CD bonus,
but the quirky original is missed.

Rykodlsc has bullt its repnuuon
on clean, well-mastered CD

chosa the tiny label over Iarm'.
more well-heeled rivals — and th
sound quamy here generally doen'l

b

_he

dl.uppcln
“Heroes” sounds a blt nmday,

lhu accoustic to*

Long™ unavailable, [
CD, the rest of Bowle's:?:dm’lﬁu will
Teleased, in album-by-album

lon, over the next few mooths,

troduction to one mk'lm .
’mosl-dullmvn.

h.-alleg:dly-keymwnnoﬂe..




