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Plan first
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applying for a state grant to develop park-
land spark a political firestorm.

The parks and recreation conymission’s
last-minute pitch to apply for a grant of up to
$750.000 to develap the 26-acre Jack Peltz prop-
erty for an active park narrowly won city council
approval last week.

But as we see it, the application was way pre.

mature, Councilman Alde Vagnozzi is right: 1t
was steamrolled through,

The deadline to apply for a 1990-91 grant was
April 1. In past years, applications could be made
more than once during the course of a year.

Because it takes up to Lwo years Lo receive
grant, the parks and rec folks March 20 decided
to pursue the narrow window of opportunity this
year to aveoid a three-year wait by delaying to
apply until next year.

Calling for a study often is a politician’s way of
putting off a tough decision. But in this case,
more study is needed — unquestionably.

‘The reason is the lack of formal land use plan.
ning for both the Peltz site, bought last spring,
and 45 adjacent acres, owned by the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT), that the
city wants to buy.

ET SEEMS only in Farmington Hills would

THE GRANT application proposes three
soccer fields, four volleyball courts and two bas-
ketball courts in addition to a picaie shelter and
a walking trail.

What was the rush to apply for the grant? Sure
there’s a need for more soccer fields in the city,
but the Peltz-MDOT acreage holds toe much po-
tential to commit picces of it without an overall

lan,

We don't recall active use ever being decided
as the domi use, As
chairwoman Joanne Smith put it, “We're not
talklng about, ‘Is soccer good? Is baseball good?*

Grant application premature

Of course, it is. We're talking about Jand use.”

Waiting till next year to apply for the grant
would've been beneficial, not harmful. It
would've given the city lime to define proposals,
hold hearings and develop a master plan for the
full 72 acres, southwest of Farmington Road and
1-696.

It also would've let the rew ad hoe facilities
study conumittee issue its findings, which could
directly affect use of the acreage.

PUBLIC PERCEPTION all along has been
that the Peltz and MDOT sites would be com-
bined for parks and recreation use. But a lot of
uses can refleet that theme.

Open space. parkland, active recreation, a
community activities center and a new main li-
brary are all possibilities. None of these uses is
incompatible with the others.

We're especially concerned about plans o
buffer Quaker Valley residents, who live to the
south. We'd also like more detail on anticipated
passive uses.

Supporting the grant appllcation, Sever says
(wo of every three city voters in 1988 backed
Proposal D, which provides money to develop
recreational lands, But that's lrrelevant. No
grant should be sought usnti) the public has a
chance to offer up ideas for usc of the Peitz
property.

The council members who supported applying
for the grant now — Nancy Bates, Ben Marks,
Larry Lichtman and Sever — argue the applica-
tion can be withdrawn at any time.

But we don't think the city should send that
kind of mixed slgnal to the state,

Councilman Jon Grant put it best: “It's not
good practice to apply for grants when we're nol
loinlly sure what we want to do with the proper-
ty.

Teachers’ market is -
a tough nut to crack

Q: My daughter ia with

also that there arc cer-’

a degree In elementary education
this June. It is my understanding
that teachlng Jobs are difficult to
fiud, I hear differcnt stories depend-
Ing on whom you talk to. Is the situa.
tlon that bad? Have you any advice
on how she can break inle the pro-
fession?

A: I know a couple of school dis-
tricts In the suburban area that have
more than 4,000 appllcations on file.
Keep in mind, however, many of
these aspiring teachers have senl ap-
pllcations to numerous districts
throughout the country.

One future lcacher 1 knnw has 43

flle In

school dialrlcls

‘There also are many teachers on
leave becausc of cutbacks and others
who have drapped out for a perlod of
time and now want back In the
teaching prefession.

17§ A dltileult market to break
into at this time, especially in subur-
ban Detrolt.

The zero population syndrome of
the '60s and '70s resuited in fewer
children and therefore fewer teach-
ers. The average family today s
aboul 1.5 chlldren compared to 3-5
when I started teaching.

Another rcason Is teaching sala-
ries In Michlgan, New York and Cali-
fornia are the highest In the country.

Therefore, this arca tends to draw
more appllcanls based on simpte

nd most
like your daughter, want to teach In
ulm suburbs as opposed to the inner
elt,

Doc
Doyle

able for cach state. Other unlverslty
placement offices have similar in-
formatlon.

Slnce your daughter's future hus-
band is golng to be warklng In the
Detroit area, this ellmlinates the
above optlon.

SHE SHOULD work toward be-
coming a substitute in some of the
area districts. Focus on one or two
schoo! distrlcts as opposed to subb-
Ing all over the place. Get the princl-
pal and teachers of a couple build-
ings to know her.

More Important Is to gu beyond
substitutlng, She should volunteer
her time for field trips on days she is
not working. Offer to help In the me-
dia center.

Glving of one's sclf over and be-
yond the schoal day allows key peo-
ple — princlpals, teachers and par-
ents — to get to know her as a per-
son.

Remember, principals talk to each
other at staff meetings every month.

taln teachers who are part of what I,
catl the “Informal power structure,”

‘That is, their proven competency
has resulted in their oplnion carrylng
much welght with the principal and-
eentral oftlece. However, thls llnklng
process can be overdone.

KNOWING PEOPLE is only the
flrst step, In the final analysis, she*
must be viewed as a committed and
competent candidate, one who will
serve children well, :

There is an aglng population in our
school districts at the present time. I
know of onc high school wherc a ma-
jority of the teachers are over age

§0.

It may take more time to break
fnto the system and prove herself to
princlpals, but this Is her best route.

Remember, central offices usually
paper screen candldales, but gener--
ally take recommendations from
buildfsg princlpals before making
the flnal decislon on new teacher
candldates. .

Good luck.

Dr, James Doyle is o former as-
sistant superintendent in the
Troy School District. Questions
Jor this column should be sent to
Daoc Doyle, ¢/o Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

know your government

B get d
though it's diffieult, it's not lmpossb
ble to break Into teaching.

FIRST, THE more a candldate ex-
tends his/her geographic Jimits, the
better chance s avallable.

For instance, Tempe, Mesa and
other suburban Arizona communities
are experlencing a  population
growth and teaching opportunitles
are more available. Another growing
area — Atlanta, Ga. — has teaching
opportunities.

A candidate needs to research the
areas through the placement offlce.
Eastern Michlgan Unlversity has a
list of tezching opportunlitles avail-

X3

A

Fahrics
10% to 20%
L0
Choose from over

10,000 fine fabric
samples

jo Gl Filtof

ot a Hoasanabla

< Sioun Wln shisld
- Alr T

&

26108 W, 8 Mlle Road » Southfield « 2 Blks. West of Beech
We not only do It fast - we do it right!
Chﬂnﬂc ol mwao Supet

. Cemp 19 Lurcation
+ Alr Filtor « Iy na]odod wa will inslall

rico
+ POV Valvo . if nondod we will instat
'a Reasonably Prica

OlL CAN

10 MINUTE
LUBE CENTER

Mobil

WE WILL CHECK AND FILL

+Powar Stoering Fluid

+ Dibioror
* Windahleld Washer Fluid

9489650 =)

REG 51 9.95

up 705 QUARTS
" (ON MOST.CARS)’

28238 Five Mile Road

Looking for information about state government? The League of
Women Volers has a toli-frec 1elephone service (1-800-292-5823)

ihal inay be heipful,

The league’s Citizgn Information Center in Lansing offers 1o help
people lind aut about such things as pending legislation, the state
constilution, election laws, voting regulations or tax information.

The telephone 15 answered from 10:30 a.m. lo 3:30 p.m. weok-

days.

The telephone service is paid for by the teague's education fund,
The League of Women Voters is a non-profit organization that works

to keep volers interesied and informed about governmental issue:
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AFACILITY FOR
HEALTHY PEOPLE
WHO WANT TO STAY
HEALTHY!

CALL OR STOP BY TODAY!!
17940 Farmington Rd,
Livonla, M

425-5544

You can search far and wide for a secure,
high yield investment, but it will be hard to
find.another like the one that's waiting for
you right in your neighborhood.

Earn 10% for the first 3 months and
7.60% for the remaining 13 months when
you open 4 16 month certificate of deposit at

. our new Livonia/Farmington oflice, A

deposit of $5,000 or more is all it takes to
open the CD that pays an average annual
effective yicld of 8.03%.*

Remember, you can only get our |6 month
certificate of deposit at the new First of

. America Bank-Southeast Michigan office

located a1 33523 Eight Mile Road in the
Northridge Commons Shopping Center.
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Or call 478-2061 and we'll send you
everything you need to open your certificate
of deposit by mail.

Don't delay! A good investment
opportunity docsn't last forever. This offer is
good through May 12, 1990.
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*Hased on an annuat rate of simple interest compaunding annually.
Substantia) interest penaly for early withidtawal,

i} FIRSTFAMRICA,

Firet of A'r;\orlc. Bank -
Southeast Michigan, N.A.
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