County eyes proposal

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Oakland County Is expected to
spend more money than it takes in
over the next decade, according to
Russeil D. Martin, county dlrector of
management and budget.

Martin's assessment Is part of a
report that mitigates revenue pre.

' dictions from the Oakland County
Road Cammission which I3 lobbying
for a tenfold Increase fn the amount
of money the board provides for
road improvements.

Even with Martin's warning, how-
ever, commissloners say he county
witl lkely Increase the amount of
money It provides for roads as
means of easing trafflc congestlon,

"I'm sure we can come up with
more money for roads,” said Mari-
Iynn E. Gosling. R-Bloomfleld Hills.
“But [t's a matter of adjusting our
priorities.”

AT ISSUE is how commissioners
respond to a proposal made last No-

vember by John Grubba,
director of the road commission.

Citing predictions that Oakland's
tax base would grow over the next
decade, Grubba asked the county to
Increase Its yearly contribution for
roads from about $1 millllon (o $10
million.

While agreclng to review the pro-
posal, commlssioners privately criti-
cized of the proposal. They also com-
plained that the road commlssion
should come under more direct con-
trol of the board — something that

‘'m sure we can come
up with more money
for roads, But it's a
matter of adjusting our
priorities.’
— Marilynn E. Gosling
RA-Bloomfield Hills

increase commissioners tout as the
cornerstone of a $200 millien plan to

road 's talks with indi.
vidua! communitles is an “end run"
designed to clrcumvent the board.

But others, llke Donald E. Bishop,
R

the s
approach as reasonable. “They (road
commlasioners) are supposed to keep
cltles informed on traffic matters,”
he said.

Martin's report — and the road
commission's propesal — came up
last week during a meeting of the
board's general government com-

mittee.
In it, Martin doesn't disagree wilh
the that

would require legl actlon to  ease tion and avold gridlock.

change existing law B ty-{ includ-
road as ing HHls, Clawson,
entlties. Farmington Hills, Rochester, South-

I the county s going to provide
maore money for roads, they argued.
commissloners should have more di-
rect control over the commisslon to
assure the funds are spent wisely.

Whlle the board has done little
abaut the request for more road
funds, the road commisslon has been
quletly lohbying Indlvidual comsmun-
{ties on behalf of its proposal and the

field, Walled Lake and Wixom have
endorsed the road commission's 10-
year plan.

THOSE cndorsements have
prompted commlssioners from those
respective communlties to take a
harder look at the plan and what It
would mean to their contituents.

Some commlssloners complain the

s
real revenue for the county will In-
crease by about $150 milllen over
the next decade because of growth
and a ateadlly rising tax base.

Martln says, however, road com-
misslon figures do not adequately
take into account increases in county
expendltures that wiil more than
offset higher income.

"“THE ROAD Commlssion propos-
al asks the County to redlrect $10
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million of its 1991 budget,” Martin
sald in his report. “This can only be
done by reduclng some mandated
services which comprise less than 10
percent of the budget. Such pro-
grams as Road Patrol, Economle
Development, NET (Narcotlc En-
forcement Team), SEMCOG (South-
east Michigan Councll of Govern-
ments) Youth Assistance, Medlcal
Care and Solid Waste would have to
be reduced or ellminated.”

Martin’s asscssment is seen as a
falrly accurate appraisal of the
county's financial plcture, sald Gosl-
Ing. “Martin’s pretty consclencious
and he has a good handle on our ft
nancial situation.”

But commissioners will have (o
take a close look at what Martin
says and compare it with the Road
Commission’s proposal, Gosling said,
“1t’s a matter of priorities.”

The general government commit-
tee voted 6 to 1 to cndorse the road
commisslon plan in concept. It then
referred lh;: matter to the (inance

or

for more road funds
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Oakland fugitives beware, FAT is rele

B8y C.L. Rugenstein
stalf writer

The word is out te suspected fel-
ons in Oakland County who try to es-
cape justice: “If you can't do the
time, don't do the crime.”

Those who still try face an eifec.
tive county crime-fighting unit, the
Qakland County Fugitive Aprehen-
ston Team.

Its mission: To locute and bring
back fugitives who have fled the
county after being charged with felo-
nles in Oakland County,

The FAT is relentless. One con-
victed cocaine lord who fled after
belng sentenced to life in prison was
finally located and brought back
from Hawali after a 14-maonth pur-
sult, said chlef Investigator James
A’Hearn, leader of the team.

The team was created In January
1986 by then-chlef assistant county
prosecutor Richard Thompson, The
county sherlff’s department came on
board when Sherltf John Nichols as-
signed a team of four deputy

sergeants te work with the five in-
vestigatars from the prosecutor’s
office.

“] can't say cnough about the ef-
{ectiveness of the team,” Thompson
said.

AT THE TIME, Thonipson said,
the prosecutor's office had a backlog
of approximately 800 alleged felons
who'd falled to show up for their day
in circult court.

Nothing specific was being done to
re-arrest them,

“In most cases we rely on the lo-
cal potlce departments for the inltial
investigation — and they didn't have
time to.go back and look far the
criminal again,” Thompson sald.

The only way most of them would
be recaptured is If they were stopped
{or a traffic offense and thelr names
turncd up in a police computer
check,

With the FAT team, however, the
prosccutor’s offlce s able to find and
return about 250 fugitives a year.

In four short years, the team has

OU offering test workshops

Students planning 1o take the May
5 Scholastic Aplitude Test can In-
crease their chances of scoring well
by taking personalized workshops at

Oakland University beginning April
7.

" Additional Informatlon Is avall-
able at 370-3120.

developed such a cooperative net-
work with other law enforcement
groups that its reach is internatlonal,
‘Thompson said,

‘The team works from a st of fug-
itives complled from bench warrants
Issucd by the elreult court judges.

A'HEARN SCREENS the list,
looking for habltual offenders, vio-
lent eriminals or those involved in
serious crimes.

Then in mast cases they get a sec-
ond warrant on the person for ab-
sconding on bond.

Then they flnd them, through
tracking and survetltance, sald Chlef
Investigator A'Hearn.

Two notable fugitlves to be re-
turncd recently were Robert D'arey,
Jr., and Sally Smith, who fled after
they were indlcted by a grand jury
for their alleged lnvelvement In a
Troy drug ring.

‘The team was 110 just 15 minutes
behind Bruce Michaels, convicted re-
cently of the murders of Glenn and
Wanda Tarr, when Pontlac pollce
found and arrested klm in Pontiac
last year, A'Hearn said,

But the team usually concentrates
on finding fugitives that fice clreuit
court bench warrants. They cotoer-
ate with local unlts, llke the Troy,
Hazel Park and Rochester police de-
partments.

He likes a “laid-back operation,”
A’Hearn said, and he doesn’t talk to
the press often. “But, I think people
should know that utilizing the pro-
secutor and sherl{f's department,
these warrants will be pursued,”
A'Hearn sald.

Even those who help or try to hlde
criminals often end uvp in trouble
with them.

“Criminals usually run with other
criminals,” A'Hearn said.

WHEN FAT team members go
into a house after one criminal — or
twe for example, llke the recent cace
in Pontlac in which they helped an
out-of-state pollce department track
down and arrest a bomiclde suspect
— they sometimes come back with
more.

Professional

In that instance they “ran into
three or four other peaple and ended
up arresting them on mis-
demeanars,” A'Hearn sald.

Detective Sergeant Douglas Hum-
mel, a 20-year sheriff's department
veteran, sald they've also fo)lowed
and set up surveillance on felons
who've left the county.

Hummel, who's In charge of the
“street crews” that do surveillance,
sald once a person Is ldentlfled as a
suspect In a critne such as breaking
and entering, they build a file and
observe them.

Hummel said that his team re-
cently followed one such suspect up
to Grand Blane. They watched the
man change cars, case several hous-
s, then go up to one and start klek-
Ing in the front door,
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ntless

“In such a case, when it's outside
our jurlsdiction, we call the local po-
lice by phone and ask them to send in
marked cars quletly to be ready.”

While Hummel and his team ob-
served, the suspect and his accom-
plices carried several items out to a
van,

“After they loaded up, we (assisted
the local unit} and arrested them,”
he said.

“We're not 100 percent successful
all the time,” Hummel sald, but so
far thelr rate has been good enough
to compare to the famed Royal
Canadlan Mounted Police, whose
motto ks “We always get our man (or
woman)."
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ESTATE JEWELRY SPECIALIST FOR

PERSONAL ASSISTANCE IN MAKING YOUR SELYCTION.

ESTATE JEELRY SHOWING -
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for One Week Only.

For those of you who appreciate
one-of-a-kind estate jewelry, we're
proud 1o present a very special event.
It's our Estate Jewelry Show, featuring
an expanded collection of Victorian,
Edwardian, Art Deco and Modern
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