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Marathon
markets
cleaner
gasoline

By Gorald Frawloy
statf writar

Gasollne, Petro), Fuel. Gas. Go Juice. A rosc by any
name s still a rosc, bul not ncca rding to Marathon Oil.

a new gaso-
llne on Mnrch 26 that it claims wlll reduce automo-
and Improve alr

qnn]lly

Ed Lodico, Marathon manager of technlcal services,
said the reformulated gasoline -~ dubbed Amaraclean
~ will be available in 161 gasollne stations throughout
southeasiern Michigan, Marathon controls approxi-
mately 10 percent of the aren’s gasaline market.

Avaliable in three grades, Lodico said the gasotine
witl reduce unburned hydrocarbons by 20 percent and
carbon monoxide emlsslons by 14 percent, The formu-
1a changes will not reduce power or harm the engine.

Vapor pressure, a measure of a gasoline’s evapora-
tion rate, will be reduced to 9.5 pounds per square inch
(PSI) during the summer and 13 psi during the winter
~ one psl lower than EPA standards, he sald,

Aromatles, which increase a gasoline's octane, will
be reduced to less than 25 percent — industry stand-
ards range from 32 to 41 percent, Lodico sald.

Flnally, the reformulated gasollne will have an av-
erage oxygen content of 1.8 percent achieved thraugh
the addition of methyl (ertiary butyl ether (MTBE),
Lodlco sald. Actual MTBE and oxygen content will
vary, but all grades will exceed 1 pereent oxygen.

Decreased vapor pressure will reduce the amount of
gasollne evaporatlon Into the atmosphere; reduced ar-
omatics and jncreased oxygen wll] result in a more
cnmpletc combustion, he sald.

'DESPITE THE changes, the Marathon gaseline
would not meet the standards proposed in the amend-
ments to the Clean Air Act currently belng debated by
federal leglislators,

A similar, but more complex was de-

Amaraclean
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Marathon unveiled its new “Amaraclean’ gnzo-
line in the metropolitan Detroit market, making

tion of the re gasoline is and
underscares his group’s argument.

"1t Marathen, one of the smaller of the pantheon of
big olt companics, can produce a cleaner, equally pow-
erful gasotine, why can't the big companies?”

“It’s time the oll companies start taking some of the
responsibility, which Is what this Is all about,"” he sald.

Rothschild noted Marathon's reformulated gas may
fall short of some of the requirements of the Daschle-
Harkin amendment, but the progress is a step [n the
right direction.

“What we have here is the smaller companles real-
lzing there Is a need and (rying to flll it, while the
lm;gcr companles are Ignoring their responsibility,” he
said.

The main argument against gasoline changes has
been it would cost between 15 and 25 cents more per
gallen, Rothschild sald. “That's Insane. Those numbers
are not based on any thing factual.

“Marathon Is introduclng its gasollne at no addi-
tional cost — it may increase costs later, but even a
few cents per gallon is worthwhile and It proves ol
can make a better gasoline.”

feated by the senate on March 20.

win Rothschild, environment/pelicy director for
Citizen Actlon, a public interest group pushing for Im-
proved clean alr legislation, sald Marathon's introduc-

Marathon’s Ledico admltted the new gasoline
wouldn't match the standards set forth In the Daschle-
Harkin amendment supported by the environmental
and consumer groups.

investment firm stable,
executive VP maintains

8} Gerald Frawloy
staft wrltor

Shearson Lebhman Hutton's recent
Internal problems sheuldn't hmpact
sautheast Michlgan investors.

Or to paraphrase Mark Twaln, the
reports of an afling Shcarson Leh-
man Hutten have been greatly exag-
gerated.

‘Recent job layofls, office closings,
cash Infusions and a $350 million
swap of Shearson Lehman stock for
American Express stock wlll stabll-
ize America’s second largest broker-
age flrm and set it on the path to
flnancial health, Shearson executive
vice president Robert Michelottl
sald,

The credit card glant previously
owned 68 percent of the brokerage
firm, but offered o exchange 0.426
shares for cach Shearsen common
share In carly Mareh.

. American Express now owns 100

Robert Michelloti

keragc flrms, according to Michelot-

Thnls nol to say that there hasn't
been concern on the part of Shearson
clients, he sald.

“We know as cmployces what
we're dolng 1s still good, but we do
read the papers. We've spent a lot of
time answerlng questlons and con-
cerns about account insurance and
{inanctal Integrity,” Mlichelotti sald,

ART EMANUELE/3tatf photographer
it the first official entry In the race to lower
auto emissions through differently refined gas.

“I DON'T think anyene can argue this isn't a step in
the right direction.” he added. “Thls is a first genera-
tlon cleaner gasollne,”

Lodlco sald Marathon's decision to test the gasollne
In the southeastern Michigan was based on several
factors, “First, we're In a unique situation here — we
have a new facHity at our Detroit area refinery that Is
capable of produclng MTBE."

The Detroit-area refincry Is Marathon's only plant
capable of producing MTBE. Marathon invested more
than $7 milllon [n the MTBE plant.

Another factor, Lodico said, Is southeastern Michi-
gan has been designated by U.S. Envirenmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) as an ozene non-attainment

Utility offers
cash rebates
for upgrades

By Doug Funko
staft wrltor

Consumers Power Co., natural gas suppiler to about
half the houscholds In Oakland and Wayne countles,
hns received lhe go-ahead lrom the Publle Service
energy

conservatlon program for its customers.

The program Includes free energy audits, free In-
stallation of low-cost, energy-saving conservation de-
vices and cash Incentives lo upgrade insulatlon, fur-
naces and alr conditioning systems.

Customers can take advantage of the services on a
voluntary basls.

However, all customers will fund the program
through a surcharge on their monthly bills — the typl-
cal resldential gas customer 17 cents, electric custom-
ers 11 cents.

The program wlill begin over the next several
months and last three years.

“UNLIKE PREVIOUS cnergy-audit programs that
simply olfered advlee, these plans include actual In-
stallation of energy saving equipment at no cost in
homes,” sald Michael G. Morris, executive vice presl-
dent for natural gas and marketing for Consumers
Power,

The crux of the program is a home energy audit,
said Dan Bishop, spokesman for the utility,

Two-person teams will respond and, |f necessary,
Install a showerhead water resticter, an insulation
wrap around the water heater and provide two long-
1lfe flourescent lightbulbs.

There will be no charge for any of that to customers.

Homcowners serviced by Consumers Power can
also recejve $50 cash bonuses for buying reflgerators,
freezers and ovens that excced federal cnergy gulde-
lines by at teast 15 percent.

ALSO, THE UTILITY will reimburse 25 percent of
the cost, not to exceed $1,000, to customers who add

arca. Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Monroe,

Ploase turn to Page 2

CREATIVE
DECORATING
CENTERS

or install energy-cfficient heating and cool-
ing systems.

Save every day on wall coverings, dropetles, mint-blinds, toppers,
Enferprise computer colormalched paint, slock shades, ollers,
rushes, pictures, posters, framas, stk plonis and frees and more.

i Plus fools and some good free advice. We'e your source for

N complete decorating needs ..

. wa make it easy for you.

“Taken Ume to answer qi we
shouldn’t have to answer,

“It's worth mentloning that Shear-
son as a company and Shearson as a
broker are separate,” he sald.

THE RECENT Internal problems
at Shearson have no elfect on inves-
tors because all Investments are in-
sured just as they would be in a
bank, dMichelott! said.

“Even when Drexel (Burnham
Lambert) went under (filed for bank-
ruptey), not onc investor lost a
dlme,” he said.

percent of Shearson common stock.

The stock swap took place after a
week of “Intensive reseue efforts
and takeover talks” -according to
Woll Street watchers, that saw
‘Amerlcan Express pledge a tatal of
$750 million to buck up the broker-

troit area, The Great Lakes region
conltrols $10.8 billlon totnl assets on
deposil and generated $40 million In
incoeme last year, Mlchelottl contin-
ued, thanks mainly to an

The Securitles and Exchange
Commission transferred Drexel
Burnham's accounts to Shearson —
whlch can certainly be cnmtmed as

sales force and control of 27 percent
of the investment market here.

nge firms capital, the
of 2,000 employee layoffs, and an at.
templ o merge with Smith Barney,
owned by Primerica.

+ Michelotti, who keeps offices In
Blrmingham, said Investors with
Shearson needn't worry about the
past few tumultuous weeks.

. “The total picture for Shearson In
southeast Michigon Is bright,” he
sald, In fact, he added, investors who
‘use Shearson should be repssured
‘Ameriean Express is making the
commitment,

By Nation.
al Bank controls $11.5 biflion In total
assets on deposit,

White Mlchlgnn and north Ohle
are nat typically regarded as finan-
clal centers, Michelotti polnted out
that Oakland County has the fifth
highest per capita income in the
country, “It's surprising when you
think about how much money is in-
vested here.

“'For us in the retall slde {manag-
ing cllent Investments) it's a very
positive move,” he sald.

The stock swap infuscs Shearson

sald that
Great Lakes division hu even Jess 1o
worry about than other parts of the
‘couniry, The reglon (which Includes
part of Ohlo} is the third most pmlu»
ahble office behlnd two New York
avea offices, ho sald

! THE GREAT Lakes region in
:ludu 24 offices and 1,125 empluy-
— 443 In the ml:uopollun

v

.','/

with capital which adds to
the compnny s slnblllly, he sald,

‘The capital Infusion also takes the
firm off the newspaper front pages,
whlch can have & damaging effect on

in the compa-
ny ' hcnlth Mlchelolu noted.

Which isn't to say Shearson was
without prohlems ~ only that the
company has put ils problems be-
hind them,

Michelott] sald Shearson went
through phenomenal growth in the
past decade adding several services
~ including real estate manage-
ment, limited partnerships and cred-
it resources — to lts core Investment
business.

“Attentlon wandered from the
cure of the company — the crown
Jewel retail division,” he sald,

Shearson wasn't cxperienced in
real estate purchasing and managing
and those areas are already drag-
ging the company down, “We got
carrled away with making money
anyway we could, instead of concen-
traling on wbn we do best.”

public ol a company's
hunllh Michelottl said.

“Most of our clients have been
pretty understanding (of Shearson’s
recent troubles)" he sald, Few, If
., any clients, have turned to other bro-

iready Is in the process
of cloalng or dlvesllng ita non-Inyest-
ment offlces, he sald, and is return-
ing to the areas it works best In —
{nvestment brokering and financial
manzgement.
o

DELMAR ESPRIT
PLEATED SHADES
%
OFF

Custom-made crlsf:
pleatsare avallable in
opaque,seml-opaqueand
translucent fabrles. Choose
the light-filtering style

and colora/ou wanl. Priced
from $34.50 (24"x36").

DES]GNER
VERTICALS

Abold and beautiful
fashlon siatement. You'll
find the exact blinds among
our broad setection of
{abrics, textures and colors.
Compact narrow panels
stackright, lefior center.

SIMPLICITY
MINI-BLINDS

75,

Whatbetter way to en[oy
Frlvccv and beauty at

he same fime. Simplicity
mini bllndscne onscle
{rom $12.50 {0
237x42' slze. Olhel slzes
available up to 72" wide.

%
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SHOP AT HOME AND SAVE . . . 790-2420
OR COME INTO OUR STORE AND SAVE

ROSEVILLE | DEARBORN
31980 Gratlot | 22529 Michigan | 19704 Middiebelt

across from
Macomb Mal
294-4470

It costsnomore to bring
ourstore fo your door,

LIVONIA

=
ool <8

Uivonka
478-4980

Bet, Mittary
Il | and Outer
277-4555
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