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. that will be sent to residents
*detalling the May 22 vote on-

‘how to finance a planned sewer” -
.separatlon’ aud lmpmvemmt
project,. .

“Tkid Fnrmlnmn Hills I:Ily .
manager Bill Costick all the =
tlme,” Den quipped. “He
talks about roads, I tatk nlmlt R
‘sewers. *

i" TEAMING up. T
Farmington Clly Council
memtbm last I:F jolned thelr
counterparts In Farmington
Hills in proclaiming April, -
Chlld Abuse Prevention Month. -
The proclamation was sought-.
by Hills resident Verno:
‘Kielpinski, who urges rexiden|
to display a blueribbon Yasa’ '
“symbol of hope” and 4%, vs,
o Increase awareness of th
fraglc problem.
4
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everything that day. We're pulling it . .

stall writer

ous reasons,” he added.

Farmington Public Schools has removed 2 con-

: troverslal movle from Its district media center

0B |: shelves after concern that it may have led to an 8-

| year-old Canton Townshlp boy's hanglng March
L2,

STEPHEN NALEPA,

Educa-
tional Corp. in Chiéagn has pulled distrlbution of

the film because of the controversy.

“We had this film In our district. When we

" heard about this fncident, we pulled it from the
shelves,” sajd Farmington superintendent Mi-
chael Flanagan, responding to Gill Elementary

' parent Kathy Webb's question at the school board
. mecting on Tuesday.

him life is worth living.

was found by hls 10-ycar-old brother, Jason, with
a belt around hls neck and hanging from the upper
level of the boy's bunkbed.

‘The Wayne County Medical Examiner's office
ruled the boy's death “undeterminable.” A police
tnvestigation continues into his death, said John
Santomauro, Canton director of pubtic safety.

‘The day before his death, the second grader had
seen the film “Nobody's Useless,” In which an in-
fection causes a boy te lose his teg, Depressed, he
attempts suicide twice untll a friend

« for obvi-

Police and Stephen’s parents are th
fiim may have prompted the boy to mimie it.

bserver
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“We were very, very concerned, We dropped

Fifty Cents

IN FARMINGTON, the film was checked out of

4, of Canton Township,

the distrlet medla center “several times” in the
pasl few years, but has always been shown (o
“age appmprnprlatu grmlps of students, Flana-
gan sald, Ei

RBritannlca

the film for students In grades four through nine.

He also sald It is the Farmington district’s poll-
cy to preview films before they are shown to stu-
dents, In Canten, stalf at Galllmore Elementary
School sald the flim had not been previewed be-
fore being shown.

By Casoy Hans
stalf writer

The quick hand of veteran Nerth
Farmington High chemlstry teach-
er Bev Schmitt moved lightly
across the blackboard, as che pre-
pared students for an experiment
the next day on the properties of
hydrogen.

“Why are we doing this? Because
you're sick of theory, theory, theo-
ry,” she 10ld her last-hour Chumis-
try I class, ““When you signed up for
chemistry, what was your drecam?
Fire. . . and exploslons.”

She stressed the fun, but also the

safety.

“Explostve” might best deseribe
Schmit!'s method of teachlng. She
squeezes as much as possible into
an hour, yet continues to question,

an

‘e unger
fires was emphasized by /
Farmingion 'l'ownshlp Flm Chld
Ed Thayer after th
~dej pubnent mndq twn trlps uu.s .

from one
class bell Lo the next. She has an
casygoing rapport with her stu-
dents, but maintalns high expecta-

ong.

“Thlek a little bt — it's not
against the rules,” she chides one,

Minutes later, she Is tying chem-
istry to everyday llfe, talking about
the Hindenberg, the Greenhouse
Effect and global warming, and al-
ternative energy sources,

SCHMI'ITS TEACHING style

at 7:30 pm. tonight in the dty
hall, 31555 W, 11'Mlile. - -, *
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draws student com-
ments, like “she's n wonderful
teacher,” or “she makes (hings in-
teresting.” One who studied under
Schmitt last year called her “a fa-
vorite teacher.”

Ironically, Schmitt's original
dream was not o be a teacher, but
to be a chemist in the private see-

.| tor. Today, she wouldn't think of

leaving the profession she has
called her own for 25 years.
Schmitt sees her job as teaching
students — not just teaching chem-

Istry.

Her attitude and  dedicated
teachlng of some 3,500 students
aver the years, recently carned her
the Farmington dlstrict’s top honor
as High School Teacher of the
Year, and the same title among
high school teachers throughout
Qakland County.

“You have to make it relevant

Her method of teaching
chemistiry is exloive

Chemistry teacher Beverly Schmitt conducts a closs at North
Fannington High School,

and you have to show you care,”
she sald, “You convince them they
can do It. They keep striving. Most
kids will measure up to what you
demand of them.”

GROWING UP an a farm in up-

state New York, Schmitt was a
hard worker and a good student.
Alter graduatlng as class valedice
torlan, she pushed forward to ob-
tain a higher educatlon.
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‘We had this film in our
district. When we
heard about this
incident, we pulled it
from the shelves. . .
We were very, very
concerned.’

— Michael Flanagan
Farmington superintendent .

Cops, chief clash

over fund-raising

By Joanno Mallszowaki
staff wrlter

The Farmington Hills Police Offl-
cers Association and Police Chlef
William Dwyer are at odds over the
union's telephone solicitation pro-
gram for a new polltical action com-
mittee to monitor city government.

Unlon presldent Bob Burkart sald
a professional fund-raising company,
Midwest Publishing Co., Southlield,
was hired on a three-year contract to
solleit money for the PAC and other
charity pregrams that the 70-mem-
ber unlon will sponsor.

But Dwyer is angry because he be-
lieves the telephone soliciting and
political actlon commilttee tarnish
the police department’s professional
image.

“I'm angry about the lack of con-
cern they (union members) have for
the clty administration, pollce de-
partment and residents of this com-
munlty,” Dwycr said.

Burkart said he belicves Dwyer is
just angry about the formatlon of a
PAC and the union’s desire to get in-
volved In the political process. “The
clty has done nothing for us In the
last few (contract} ncgotlations,”
Burkart sald,

A 35-PAGE drug cducation mnn:-
1

William Dwyer
police chief

Publle Scheols in the fall as a result
of the solicitation program, Burkart
said.

The manual “is one facet of the
program,” whlch resldents can
receive for a certaln payment, said
Ed Jacques, Midwest Publlshing
vice president. .

But school district officials have
no Intention of using the drug manu-

al will be

community and to the Fnrmlnglon

Please turn to Pago 4

Officers, agent deny
‘boiler-room’ charge

By Joanne Maliszawskl
stoff writer

The heads of the Farmington Hills
Pollce Officers Assoclation and the
professlonal fund-raising company
soliciting money for the unlon's pro-
grams say there is no evidence to
suppert Pollce Chlef Willlam Dwy-
er's charges that the solicitation pro-
gram s a “boller-room operation.”

““A boller-room operation? That's
so unfalr to say that, Allegations are
casy to make. I challenge anyone
anywhere to document that any of
that is going on,” 2ald Ed Jacques,

Coping with drugs
School officials, parents talk about incident

By Casay Hans
stalf writer

The head of a Farmlington High
parent group said Friday the acheol
district appears to be taking appro-
priate action after a March 29 drug
lncldent in which a student over-

'I‘lnn Jensen, head of the Farming.
ton High deool/Communlty Forum
group and active with Farmington
Families in Actlon, nld her group
met Thursday discussed
the Incldent with l-‘nrmlnglnn High
offlcials and Don Cowan, director of
operations and student services for
the district.

The district has activated a Stu-
dent Assistance Committce, de-
signed to help students cope with

such pi , and is

‘. . . Drugs are dynamite. You don’t
know when they're going to blow up.’

—Tina Jensen
Community Forum head

with pollce in the Incl-

dent. A six.-week help program has
also been started to help students,

“We felt confident with what Mr,
Cowan said,” Jensen sald. “They
read us the atatement (which was
read to students), It was good,

“We know there are problems In
the other schools too. At least I think
it {tha Incident) made the kids more
aware., Drugs are dynamite. You
don't know when they'ro going to

blow ?.“
FARMINGTON POLICE, are

which they cxpcclwill result in juve-
nlle petitions being filed against sev-
Farmington High uudenls for

parking lot, a short time after school
ended. She then went to her house
where she overdosed, pmmfung po-
lice and emergency medical person-
nel to be called.

Based on interviews and other in-
formation, police believe the drug
was LSD. But conclusive lab test re-
sults were not avallable as of late
last week.

counselors and police
mﬂ:d noticing a resurgence of the

thelr part In
drug to a student who nverdeud
shortly after school.

Charges could be filed as early as
this week, according to Farmington
public safety director Frank
Lauhoff.

The 16-year-old female student re-

portedly took Lhe drug in the school.

drug with high
school-age -(udents last year In sev-
eral comm

Lauhoff said t.he incident has been
“traumatic”- to students at tho
school, The department bas recelved
a number of calls from parents and
students offering tips as “well as
many calls from students upset
about the Incldent, he sald,

vice president of Midwest Publishing
Co., Southlleld.

Tha 70-member police officers
union recently signed a three-year
contract with Midwest to sollcit con-"
tributions from residents and busi.
nesses for the union's new polltlcal
action commillcc and for chnrlly

rograms

“1 wnuldn t have signed their con-
tract if I thought they were shaky,”,
sald Bob Burkart, union president.
“Ninety-clght percent of the coms
plalnts turn out to be invalld.”

Dwyer [s wnmlng residents and
buslnesses not to glve money to Mid-
wesl, “My recommendation to resl:
dents s not to donate any funds to
this organization or any others be-
cause it borders on fraud.”

Ploass turn to Page 4.
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