Waste plans
-drawing fire

8y Pat Murphy
statf writer

Rochester Hills Mayor Billie Ire-
land I3 rallying opposition to Oak-
land County's $470 mlitlon solid
waste program, which is In the flnal
stages of preparatfon,

Ircland is threatening to revive a
Jawsult agalnst an cxpanded landfil]
within her clty and she's preparing
to muster two clty councils to fight
the waste-to-energy Incinerator to
be located upwind In Auburn Hiils,

Ireland outlined her opposition —
and plans to arganize it — Friday,
the day after the county’s 641 com-
mittee (short for Oakland County
Solild Waste Management Planning
Committee of Public Act 641) began
approving the final verslon of the

an,

P The 641 committee met for more
than three hours Thursday before a
largely hostile crowd in the county
auditorfum, The meeting wiil be con-
tinued at 7 p.m. Aprll 25 in the coun-
ty audltorium.

“We expect to complete our work
at that time and submit the solld
waste plan to the board of commis-
sioners,” said James G. Meenahan,
committee chalrman,

AS OF THURSDAY, the plan in-
cluded six recycling centers {either
existing or in the planning stage),
three waste-to-energy Inclnerators
and 10 existing or proposed landfills,

Meenahan sald the plans include
major changes made on the basis of
public comment offered during the
90-day period concluded March 29.
He sald they include:

@ Abandonlng plans for a county-
owned landflll with a 40-year capne-
ity.
The county may yet own landfills,
but they will be much smailer, with
relatively short expected life expec-
tancles — less than 20 years,

Otherwise, the county will rely on
existing privately operated landfills
to accommodate ash from its incln.
crator and trash that can not be re-
cycled.

14 communities including Birming.
ham, Troy and Madison Heights. Un.
der the existing solid waste plan,
that Jandhill would be al-
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though It would be enclosed in a bub.
ble-llke dome to mlnimize odors,
noise and other nulsances,

In a letter to commissioners, Ire-
land sald continuing to operate the
landfill — much less expanding it —
is inappropriate because of the adfa-
cent terrain and
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The mayor said contamination
{rom the landtlll could adversely af-
{fect wetlands, the Clinton River antd
Bloomer State Park. She also notes
that a mobile home park with 1,800
resldents is located adjacent to the
land(I}’s west property line.

“The proposed landfll is wronf;
for many reasons,” Ireland sald In
her lotter. ‘Allowlng the landfill, . .
with the Clinton River, the wellands
and the floodplaln makes absolutely
no sense. The clty appeals to you to
vole to remove the site from the up.
dated solld waste plan.”

Ireland said Rochester Hills filed
sult against the Jandtill last fall, only
to see the sult dismissed as prema-
ture because plans that lnclude the
facllity had not yet been approved.

“We will reinstate that sult if the
landflll is not removed,” Ireland
vowed,

1RELAND SAID she is equally dis.
pleased because the plan includes
the incineratar in Auburn Hills, di-
reclly west of — and upwind from
= Rochester and Rochester Hills.

Ireland sald she plans to call “one
heck of a meeting” with the clty
counclls from Rochester and Ro-

- chester Hllls to muster and organize

opposltion,
She wants the Inclnerator can-
celed or moved, Ircland salid.
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@ Twice a week is better

Commlssloners were d to
receive Ircland’s letter over the
weekend or sometime today.

When informed of Ireland’s senti-
ments, the vice chairman of the
board satd the mayor was overreact.
Ing.

‘The preposed landfill is wrong for
many reasons. Allowing the landlfill
. . . wWith the Clinton River, the
wetlands and the flood plaiin makes
absolutely no sense.’

— Mayor Billie Ireland,
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¢ Abandoning plans for landfills
in Holly and Novi townships,

® Requlring that subsequent ad-
ditions to the sa)ld waste plan gel fl-
nal approval from the Oaklond
Board of Commissloners, rather
than the county executive,

The l!nal change was a pgllllcgl

cdged. Residents wanted commis-
sloners — as opposed to the execu-
tlve — to give final approval be-
cause they could exercise closer
serutlny, and pressure, over commis-
sloners on the exploslve issue of solld
waste.

Mayor Ireland, however, wants
more changes. Specllically, she
wants one of the three landfills —
the one north of Avon Road, south of
Bloomer State Park — closed rather
than expanded.

THE LANDFILL Is owned by the
Southeast Oakland County Resource
Recovery Authorlty, which includes
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back yard,” sa
cy McConnell, a Republican who
lives on Deauville Lane in Bloom-
field Hills,

She was referring to the General
Motors trash-to-energy facility at
the Truck and Bus plant, on Opdyke
Road south of South Boulevard in
Pontiac,

THAT FACILITY, which converts
trash from GM Into power used at
the plant, Is one of three inclnerators
Included In the 641 plan.

That Incinerator is upwind of
Bloomfield Hills much the same as
the proposed Auburn Hills incinera-
tor is upwind of Rochester Hills, said
McConnell,

“It doesn’t cause problems and it
doesn't Jower property values,” sald
McConnell. “And the technology
used for the new Incinerator will be
far more sophisticated (and presum.
ably have cleaner air emissions).”
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