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E CAN'T knock Farmington Public
W Safety Director Frank Lauhoff's rea-
Starting May 1, the Far

laws |
City right on in cracking down

The spirit of teamwork the public
safety department hopes to build

Department of Public Safety will encourage li-
quor licensees to call the emergency telephone
number, 911, lo report people trying to illegally
buy alcohol for themselves or others,

Such encouragement will accompany a visit by
a detective, who will refresh licensees about li-
quor laws.

The original department criteria for vsing 911
included all crimes In progress. :

“A minor attempting to purchase alcohol, a
minor using false identification or an adult at-
tempting to purchase alcohol for minors are all
crimes In progress,” said Lauhoff.

He's right.

Not only are they crimes in progress, they're
serious erimes that too often trigger deadly re-
pereussions for the offender or a bystander.

THE SPIRIT of teamwork the public safety
department hopes to build is designed to reduce
the availability of spirits to minors.

Ascity manager Bob Deadman put it, *Hope-
 fully, this will deliver a message to the minors
* that the department takes this issue seriously.”

In October, an undercover sting using a police
cadet as a decoy caught 54 percent of the cily’s
26 licensed locations selling ateohol to a minor.
That percentage is down 20 percent from a simi-
lar operation in 1986.

Like the ity council, we'd love to sec a dra-
matic drop in such violations. But as Lauholf
said. “reducing it at all is an improvement.”

Teamwork or not, state law puls the burden
squarely on the licensees to assure their employ-
ces aren't selling aleohol to minars. It's not the
public safety department's responsibility.

THE BOTTOM line in the city's “Double E
effort — education and enforcement — is that
the city council vows it won't be timid.

When the situation warrants, it says it'll rec-

HRISTIANS observe this Friday as the
day when capital punishment was in-
flicted on Jesus of Nazareth, Biblica! ac-
counts indicate Jesus did nothing that we

would consider a capital crime. Indeed, the chiel

Roman official. Pilate, said as much:

* ~1 find no crime deserving of death in him. 1

will therefore chastise and release him.”

Bowing to political pressure, however, Pilate
ordered capital punishment, illustrating why the
death penalty is too much power to give govern-
ment.

«f  Michigan got 2 bad taste in its mouth for the

+] death penalty in its territorial days when a man

wrongly convicted in neighboring Ontario was

C

They shouldn’t

T 1S TIME simultancously to praise 48th
District Court Judge Edward Avadenka
while cautioning other judges about adopt-
ing Avadenka's approach to a recent case.

e robbery and murder case of West Bloom-
field resident Ralph Schultz landed in Avaden-
ka's Bloomfield Township courtroom. Avadenka
took several steps prlor to the preliminary ex-
amination that, carried any further, would have
tooked like prior censorship.

For example, just before a hospital bedside
ar of one Avadenka ordered
the press to neither take nor print the defend-
ant’s picture. He clted two reasons: Schultz's
widow had not yet identified the defendant in o
Hneup, and it would jeopardize the defendant’s
rlght to a fair trial,

The First Amendment prohibils prior censor-
ship. However, since we do belleve in everyone's
right Lo a fair trlal, and since Adell Courts was in
custody and not an at-large danger to the publie,
which ‘would have made the public’s right to
know paramount, we did not print a pleture of
Courts.

Llkewise, Avadenka called together - media
representatives two days before the pretrial of
Courts and another defendant, Willlam McMi-

Deatn penaity

Too much power for government

Press limits

is designed to reduce the
availability of spirits to minors.

ommend that the Michigan Liquor Control Com-
mission not renew liquor-by-the-glass licenses
and levy severe p ies up to licens i
or revocation for package liquor dealers,

For anyone who wants to call the city’s bluff,
think back to the 2ta-year saga of Bootleggers
Bar.

The bar owner fought the cily’s recommenda-
tion Lo not renew all the way to the state Su-
preme Court but stiltl lost his liquor license.

Sexual equality:
It moves closer

E WONDER how many folks realize
the key role that women play in local
government?

In Farmington Hills, Jean Fox is
mayor, Kathy Dornan is clerk and Joanne Smith
chairs the planning commission, In Farmington,
Shirley Richardson is mayor, Jo Bushey is clerk
and Patsy Cantrell ts treasurer. Two women
serve on each city council.

In the Farmington/Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commerce hierarchy, Mary Bush is president
and Jody Soronen is executive director. Wendy
Strip Sittsamer directs Farmington’s Downtown
Development Authority.

Sexual equality is far from complete — Amer-
jcan tradition and male chauvinism are tough to
overcome — but the shifting balance of power
locally is a welcome sign of the Llimes.

hanged. We are proud Michigan became the first
English-speaking jurisdiction in the world to
prohibit the death penalty.

A Macomb County-based group is circulating
petitions to amend the Michigan Constitution to
allow the death penalty. Their simple faith that
government will kill only the right people is
touching but naive.

Most judges try to be fair and honest human
beings (see editorial below), but they are human,
and humans do make mistakes. The death penal-
1y is too much power to give government.

Say no to the petition drive and to the spirit of
Pilate.

be widely used

rules for coverage; he reminded us the law gave
him extensive powers about courtroom coverage.

AVADENKA'S MAIN PURPOSE \for the
meeting was to tell us he would allow no elec-
tronic recording, at all, of Angela Schultz or her
son, Alan, while they testified. Avadenka warned
that criminal contempt charges would result if
his order was violated. .

At the same meeting, he told the assembled
veporlers and photographers that he was aware
of the public's right to know and had no intention
of blocking it. He turned over, lo the press, seals
in the jury box and the first rows of his court.
room. He could have limited the number of pho-
tographers, but instead welcomed all who would
abide by his conditions.

Particularly in trials of such emotional mag-
nitude and community impact, but cven in
smaller cases, we believe the public has a com.
peling and overriding right to know how the judi-
cial process Is working. We will take this oppor-
tunity, In this to pl A
on his approach to media coverage. However,

concern about applying these measures in the (.

same even-handed way, and our unwillingness to
endorse such precedent, prohibits us from re-
cnmn}cndlng this course of action Int other eir-

chacl. Avadenka wanted to

blish ground
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Exploiting a tragedy
menaces our |

THE TARGETS could have been
Shakespeare's “Romeo and Juliet,”
Carson MeCullers® “The Heart Is A
Lonely Hunter,” or The Bible.

That's what 1 thought about alfter
reading of the hystcrla which has
overtaken onc school district, is
spreading to others and threatens
the intellectual freedom of our edu-
cational system.

It's a tragle and [rightening tale.

A young boy in the Plymouth/Can-
ton School District dies, found hang-
ing from his bunkbed, only 8 years-
old.

That's tragle.

Word gets out that a few days be-
fore the boy, along with his class-
mates, watched a movic entitled
“Nobody's Useless,” a work distrib-
uted by Encyclopacdla Britannlea
and based on the book “The Great
Braln.”

. Published In 1896, the book re-
volves around the story of a boy who
Is depressed aftet losing his leg and
allempts sulctde twice. Nelther at-
tempt Is successful,

It's a classle story, used for years
in classrooms, soid In chlildren’s
bookstares, very likely at your local
Tlbrary. As a child you probably read
It. School district’s rent the movie
and show It as an'example of how to
cope in adversity. |

Now it has betome a target of

those who limit our children’s educa-
tional growth,

A GROWING NUMBER of par-
ents [n the district belleve the movie
may have led to the boy's death.
Lurklng on the sldelines are the
champlans of censorshlp who would
love to get all the mileage possible
out of this tragedy.

Some educational administrators
have shown less than courageous
conduct. Oakland County's Farming-
ton District has pulled it off the
shelf, “for obvious reasons,” accord-
Ing to superintendent Michael Flana-

an.

Encyclopaedia  Britanniea has
halted film distrlbutlon because of
the controversy,

But the reason for pulling the film
is neither obvious or wise. It's fright-
cnlng and dangerous.

In the last 94 years, milllons of
children have read the book. Since
distributlon In 1980, the movic has
been seen by more than t mlltion
children, Less than a month ago stu-
dents In the Rochester School Dis-
trict saw the flim.

Cooler lieads prevailed in that dis-
trict, Letters were written to par-
enis explaining that students had
seen the film. Hopefully it will be
shown agaln.

The pieces mentloned at the begin-
ning of this column all contain sto-

iberty

ries of sulctde. All arc must reading
for our children's literary develop-
ment. .

As tragic as is Stephen Nalepa's
death, we must not react by with-
holding the intellectunl food which
nourishes our children’s learning.
That would be suicidal to eur soci-
ety.

Those mavens of censorshlp are
having a fleld day with this issue, all
too anxious (o ride this tragedy to
victory for their cause. \

1t is time for those to speak out
wha believe that free expression and
intellectual pursuit are inherent to
this country's existence as a demo-
cralic soclety. Otherwise the styte of
Shakespeare, the grace of McCullers
and the story of Jesus could very
well be lost to the ages.

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. Iy
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Farmington readers’ forum :
Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and telephone number of the
writer. Names will be withheld from publication only for sullicienl reason. We reserve the, right
to edil them.:Send letters toReaders' Forum, Farmington Observer, 21898 FarmingtonRoad,

Farmingion 48024.

Tax editorial
was on target

To the editor:
Congratulations on your analysis
of the Patterson-Anderson tax hike

an. '

They've made 1t so complicated,
some people have' been falsely sold
that the Palterson-Anderson propos-
al will cut thelr property tax assess-
ments,

It won't - even ¥ it gets enough
petition signatures to put the tax
shift/increase on the Nov. 6 ballot,
and volers are further misled by
Messrs, Pattersonfand Anderson to
vote for it. !

Peggy Mchaster,
| Birmingham

Write tq urge
cleanup law

To the editor:

1 am writing to urge all readers to
contact thelr state scnator o ex-
press support of state Senate Bill
:75.""1111: Comprehensive Clean-Up

Michigan has a serlous, expensive
toxic waste digposal problem (2700
toxlc waste sites) that won't be
solved unti! thosa responsiblo for the
problem, not the taxpayers, are
forced to pay to clean it up,

Cara McAllster
, Bloomfield Hills

Violent teens
lack control

To the edlter:
1t seems that a slight p

tafn kids or they automatieilly be-
come violence-seeking animals is ab-
surd, The few who meet and.plan to
meet for violence must bg tabeled
and treated as they ask to

These Rhf.sl are nn‘ll- 1, anti-

error erept into your opinlon page of
‘Thursday, March 29,

Bob Sklar's sectlon was entitled,
“Teen Aclivities Lacking; Control
Signs Cautiously.,” The obvious mls-
take In punctuation and word order
changed the whele meaning.

The tltte should have read “Teen
Lacking Contro); . . "

Some excerpts from Mr. Sklar's
“opinion™ also indlcate his lack of in-
sight Into the recent teen violence
problem.

He siates “There’s not much in the
woy of upbeat cntertainment” and
“Parents owe It to themselves to
work with city leaders to provide

rule and P
glve them excuses, ex| ly
public forum, s glving th¢m license
to continue, i .

The cause Is with tieir ck of self

our teens with safe,
weckend activitles.”

‘The real truth is, as always, there
is a minority of troublemakers, The
answer to the violence by a few is
control. Why do the thousands of
“good” teens find something con-
structive and stimulating to do on
the weekends? .

The plain truth is that this minorl-
ty has no self control, no parental
control and no moral obligation to
thelr fellow man.

‘To suggest Lhat we have to enter-

— ®bseruer & Eccentric® Newspaperss—

control and with thelr pagent’s lack
of responsibility,

These kids are out; th ¢ with no
dircclion except the pa ientality
that they breed for lves,
There Is nothing normalgbout thelr
actions. There Is nol moral
about thelr actions. Ther}ls nothing
responsible about thelr aghlons,

“Opinfons” such as. Bpb Sklar's
only serve to perpetuats: the prod.
lem, Rl

J

The and staff (es.
pecially coaching staff) it Harrison
High School 1 seeking to'femedy the

situation through making kids re-
sponsible for thelr actlons, both at
school and in the commiunity.

Bob Sklar's wishy-washy approach
to the problem only provides gaso:
line for an inane, amoral, Immature
attitude smoldering among an lrre-
sponsible minority of our kids. .

Mike Teackman,
teacher/coach/parent,
Harrison High School,
Farmington Hllls
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