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Recalil wrong way to oust MSU wrongdoers

GOOD LUCK, Dennls Martell,
You'll need [t if you think you can
collect; 600,000 signatures to recall
three ‘Michigan Stale University
trustecs, .

Martell wants to oust trustees
Laswrepce Owen, Joel Ferguson and
Kathy Wibur. They were part of the
majority that ’vnted 5.3 to promote
{football coach;George Perles to ath-
letle director,} over the wishes of
President John'DiBlagglo.

The' petitiopers say the trustees
falled to follofy hiring guidelines, ig-
nored the campus constituency and,
by their own admissfon, met In viola.
tion of the Opan Meetings Act.

‘The underiying issue Is that trus.
tees contributed to the “Moo U" jock
image, MSU has been trying ts shake
that image ever since it was founded
{n the 18605 as an agricultural col-
ege.

BUT MOST recall campaigns fail

In Michigan. Besldes, there's a better
way to get rid of the offending trus-
tees. Politics.

MSU trustces are nominated by
political party conventions the last
two weeks In August of clection
years. They're clected by the voters.

Trustces Owen and Malcolm
Dade, both of whom veted for
Perles, are due to face the Demo-
cratic State Conventlon for renomt-
natlon this year,

I you're serious about deposing
them, then run for precinct delegate
in the Aug. 7 primary in the party of
your cholce. IU's easy to get on the
ballot. Your {riendly county elerk
has petition forms, You need to col-
lect only 20 or so slgnatures.

Attend your county and state con-
ventions. Make an issue of the MSU
case. Support candldates whom you
agree with and get them elected.

In 1992 trustee Kathy Wilbur is
due to face the Republican conven-

tion. Wilbur, a fﬂl‘lﬂﬂé

seek enough women, blacks, Hispan-
ics and Upper Penlnsula snowper-
sons to balance their tickets.

Twoyears ago Unlversity of Michi-
gan regents hired a president after
secret meetings. They were hit by a
lawsult that is still in the Court of
Appeals.

Yet not a single word was spoken
in either the 1988 Republican or
D |

resldent, voted for Perles. She works
{or state Sen. WllitamSederburg, R-
East Lansing, who chairs the Senale
appropriations subcommlttee on
higher educatlon. N

She's a good worker and a ‘genu-
inely nice person. I like her. But it
would be perfectly proper for Re-
publican delegates to ask her to de-
fend her record before routlnely
granting her renominatlon.

TYPICALLY, POLITICAL partics

ask no substantlve questions of can-
didates for university'boards, They

Future of elementary science bright

Q: I bve children In the second
and fourth grades, I was a math and
selence major iz college and work as
an coglneer, Sclence teaching at the
clementhiy levels seems to be an af-
ter thought. Sclence doesn't seem to
be a priority. Witat's the problem?

=~ A: Probably 98 percent of elemen-
tary teachers have had only one col-
lege course in teaching science, A
course called sclence methods,

Only 2 percent of all clementary
have n major in science. Most ele-
mentary leachers took mafjors in
reading, language orts/English or
social sclence.’

1 believe, the majority of elemen-

_tary teachers were not turned on In
their high school higher level seience
caurses, Few If any had ambitlons of
becoming an engineer,

Many clementary teachers feel
uncomfortable, even nervous, in set-
Ling up sclence experiments in thelr
classroom. I've had clementary
teachers tell me they are afraid a
test tube wiil break in thelr hands or
worse In the hands of one of their
youngsters.

Doc
R Doyle

But the problem is not that simple.

Elementary teachers are gener-
ally locked into two hours of reading
and a hall-hour or hour of math each
day. Throw In soclal science, health,
English/language arts and time
starts to become limlted for subjects
and cholces are made,

1f art, music and physical educa-
tion, computer training and media
{library) programs are available, it
forces even mere cholees. Further-
more, reading, math, language arts,
writing and social sclences aro often
tlmes considered more important
then science by not only the teachers
but the curriculum director In the
central offlce.

Compoundlng the Issue there are

no science labs or eveq portable labs
In elementary classrooms, yet most
students enjoy and learn better
through related hangs-on experl-
ments.

Howcver, there [s hope on the ho-
rlzon. A program called AIMS {Ac-
tivities in Math and Scjence) had rec-
ognlzed the “teacher lack of confi-
dence in the teaching of science.”
AIMS training deals with helping cl-
ementary lteachers overcome any
imagined fears in teaching sclence
and how to set up and present scl-
ence in an exciting fashlon.

1 see a great break through for el-
ementary sclence from those teach-
ers who have recelved AIMS traln-
Ing. You should suggest this program
to the leadership In your school dls.
trict. B

Dr.James Doyle is a former as-
sistant  superintendent in the
Troy School District. Questions
Jor this column should be sent to
Doc Doyle, c/a Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150.
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about this
substantive Issue. It was buddy-bud-
dy politics all the way.

Then there was the time Gov.
James Blanchard was sore at the
Oakland Universily board for ralsing
tuition some 19 percent, double the
amount he thought just!fied.

The governor appolnts the OU
board, Blanchard could have cn-
forced his tultlon polley by denylng
reappolntment to two trustees whose
terms explred that year.

Instead, Blanchard gave them new

crms.
And that’s why I wish Dennis Mar-

tell and the Counci! of Graduate Stu-
dents at MSU good luck. Not because
1 want to have any opinion about
George Perles. Rather, it's because
they are making an ssue of trustees!
records and Working within the law
to get rid of Lhose wha vote wrong.

We need more of that. v

Tim Richard is director of the
SCC News Service for the Observ.
er & Eccentric Newspapers.

We’re only messenger
for trends in business

NOT WRITING about it doesn't
make it go away.

We got a lot of fack recently for a
story on the large number of vacan-
cles at the Crosswinds Mall on Ore-
hard Lake and Lone Plne roads at
the north end of West Bloomficld's
shopping district,

The situatlen isn't much different
than when we write about the vacant
storefrents in Birmlngham or busi-
nesses moving out of Plymouth or
empty offlces In Livonia,

We don't have a vendetta against
business or the chamber of com-
merce In our communktles, as callers
or letter writers are wont to say, We
merely report on what's going on [n
a vital aspect of a community = its
business district —~ of which we con-
sider oursclves a part,

those who complain about
these storics think that no one but
the press has notlced those empty
spaces? Or that no one else wonders
what the problem is?

THE STORY on the Crosswinds
Mall ecame about because on a recent
Friday night my husband and I got a
qulck meal at Merlin's, Its coney res.
taurant, then walked the matl to see
what was going on.

Not much. Some malls are bus-
tling on Friday nights — not this
ene. The empty corrldors and the
empty storefronts were hard to miss.
But then, as we decided to rent a vi-
deo at what used to be the maln vi-
deo stor¢ in towr, we were faced
with a CLOEING slgn. (Since that

Your generous Torch Drive
donation can provide shelier
and clothes for the homeless.

i

Judith Doner
Berne

Do those who
complain about these
stories think that no

noticed those emply

time the mall management has
asked the store to take down the
slgn, since It won't be leaving right
away.)

In its heyday that video store had
been one of the maln draws to the
mall, It was hard to ignore that It is
closing. So, strictly as a resident, I
wondered what the problem was
wlth the mall despite the facts that it
is enclosed, has Krogers and Arbor
Drug as anchors that appear to
flourish and a Michigan Secretary of
State office that even expanded to
iarlger quarters.

? Or that no one
else wonders what the
problem is?

i
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{
|
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predecessors, some reportlng lts
problems, others reporting on the re-
modeling and hopes for the future!
One day, perhaps we can report on'
Its success, !

Perhaps thls story, which Malter
terms “negative and unproductive,’|
doesn't have to be. Perhaps it can
serve as a rallying point for mall
tenants and the owner to do a better)
Job, find tenants with g

'Any p read-
ing this article would be persuaded
to stay away from Crosswinds Mall,”
wrote Martin Malter, president of
Malter Furs Inc., of our story,

I CAN understand Malter's con-
cern, He moved to the mall from
Southfield last July, and I sincercly
hope his will prove to be one of the
businesses that can turn this mall
around.

What Malter probably doesa't
know, because he wasn't around, Is
that this newspaper has done a num-
ber of steries on Crosswinds and its

real draw and staying power, study
mall hours, reach out further to thg
communlty, utilize the West Bloom:
field Chamber of Commerce. . . Acs
cordlng to one of the partners, a proj
motional consultant has been hired
to do just this, '

As in Blrmingham, Livonia and
Plymouth, the articles didn't creatq
the sltuatlon, they reported the slum-I
tion. That is, alter all, our job. '

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor of the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. .
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