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Chamber groups show strengths, weakness

The rich schedule of chamber
events continued last week with De-
troit Symphony Chamber Orchestra
and violinlst conductor Joseph
Silverstein and the Academy of St.
Martin In the Fields and violinlst-di-
rector, Jona Brown.

Sliverstein is one of the leading in-
strumental sololsts to turn to con-
ducting. He has been music director
of the Utah Symphony since 1983, Of
(he artists who have adopted well to
the conductor's career and those who
are less spectacular, Silversteln is
somewhere in between. He Is prima.
rily a brilliant viollnist as exemplt-
fied In his performance of “The Lark
Ascending” by Ralph Vaughn Wil-
liams, The refined sound of his violin
soared to Lhe highest reglster with no
signlficant distortion.

The other works, Stravinsky's Pul-
cinella Suite and Mozart's Serenade
No. 9, K 320 “Posthorn" put hls skills
as a conductor to a more rigorous
test. In both, his effort was adequate
for the most part, but deficient
where the scoring was heavier.

In the Pulcinclla Sulte, the heavy,
brassy varlations weren't as ceo-
vincing as the portlons where Pergo-
lesi's original themes are more re-
cognlzable,

IN MOZART'S SEREMADE, (he
mor ing and end-

Avigdor
Zaromp

only 14. the Intimate performance of
this work outlines its glowing
subllclics, Even the faster move-

but a more daring approach wauld
have brought it to life.

A more darlng approach was pres-
ent in berg's “Verklarie

ments sounded more
than carefree, This upproach seemed
fitting for Becthoven's Cavaling, but
less so in the Grosse Fuge, This Jat-
ter movement, when performed by
players, tends to

Symphony Orchestra musiclans

made thls program very enjoyable

overall, in spite of the flaws.
Silverstein c:v!d::mnlly takes his

e
Ing movements lacked clarlty and a
The

very seriously
and the possibility of impressive ac-
In the

sense of directl
in between which are lightly scored
and which feature some Inspired
wlind s0los, came through with much
more clegance.

The high standard of the Detrolt

future
shouldn't be overlooked. Right now, I
{ind him far more Impressive as a
vlolinist.

‘The performance approach of the
‘Academy of St. Martln in the Fields

scems to:be predominantly Intro-
verlced, with a sound that strives al-
ways to.be polished and agreeable.
‘This was apparent in the three pro-

less p
sound more like Schiocnberg of the
atonal varlety than llke an early
19th century work.

1HERE THE PLAYERS tackled
the work too cautiously. While the

gram — S

was impressive in lts

String No. 9. t]
Cavatina from Op. 130 comblned
with hls'Grosse Fuge (Great Fugue)
Op. 133 and Schoenberg's early
masterplece “Verklarte
Nacht."Mendelssohn'’s  string  sym-
phonles were written when he was

r
z;canlinass and smooth edges, the
conscious effort to avold roughness
and dissonances at all costs robbed it
of more dramatle impact. This de-
manding movement isn't tolerant of
any fudge-factors in piteh to be sure,

Nacht,” This early tonal work enjoys
more exposure and appreclation
than any other work by this compos-
er whose clalm to fame Is the estab-
lishment of the fundamental prinel-
ples of atonality. This was the one
work In which the players showed
more daring and extroveried pas-
slon,

Brown Is an extremely capable vi-
olinist in addition 1o her role as di-
rector. She demonstrated effective
teadershlp from her flrst chair posi-
tlon. This group Isn't big on dazzling
showmnnship, but its more import-
ant attentlon to subtlety makes their
music pleasing Indeed.

Piano artist Pauline Martin thrives on challenges

By Avigdor Zaromp
special wriler

Pianist Pauline Martin chose a de-
manding program for her recitat at
Qakland University's Varner Hull‘l

Chopin and Debussy, she Included
the premier of a work by Elaine F.
Lebenbom, Bloomileld Hills, com-
poser and teacher.

Mozart sonatas are often regarded
as an unworthy chullnnge‘l;’y technl-

Martin has made some
strides since the days of the
“Nightcap” series some 10 years
ago, when I first heard her perform
on a low-quallty Instrument. °

With works by Mozart, Schumann,

cal virtuosl, P em with
the clarity and correct stylistic ap-
proach can be qulte a feat and Mar-
tln accomplished this in the Sonata
in D Major, K. 576, Most impressive

the fast movements,
The Fantasla in € Majar, Op. 17 by
Schumann is seldom performed, and
or good reason. The fermldable
techntcal challenges put this lengthy
work out of reach for many com
tent planists. Martln oyercame most
of these technlcal obstacles with
enough left over for the more subtle
musical nuances. Among the excep-
tions was the second, energetic
where the technlcal ef-

was her fresh and exact of

Soloist’s performance inspired

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal wrller

Lust week's Detrolt Symphony Or-
chestra program was dominated by
20th century muske, The one excep-
tion, Strauss's “Till Eulensplegel's

erry Pranks,” was chronologteally,
if not styllstically, close encugh. It
was written around 1895.

The program p by guest

whole kitchen stnk of percussion de-
vices — bells, drums and blocks of
all sorts. In my opinion, an actual
Kitchen slnk would have sounded bet-
ter, Fortunately, the rest of the pro-
gram was far more attractive.
Among the more impressive was
de Larrocha's Insplred playing of
Ravel's concerto. The dlminutlve,
celebrated Spanish planist stands
tall In the level of her artlstic

conductor Michael Morgan was unu.
sual in its scope. Among its central
works was the Symphony No. 6 by
Martinu, a seldom-performed musi-
cal treasure.

Planist Allela de Larrocha per-
formed Ravel's Piano Concerto In G
Major, which s amoeng the more es-
tablished 20th century works. The
program opencd with “Slren Song,"
a short work by the young Amcrican
composer David Dzubay, who sub-
mitted it recently as his master's
thesis, |

Judging a new, unfamlllar work is
always subjective. The llst of instru-
ments in Dzubay’s score contalns a

spanning several dee.

ades.

The themes In the second move-
ment, which appear simplistic,
sounded enchantlng in her hands.
The tempo In the ouler mavements
was less vivaclous than what I would
have preferred. The orchestral role
sounded undernourished as a result,
but there was ample sparkle in the
witty planistic passages. The jazzy
texture in the first movement was
enrfched with the artistic spark of
classical tradition,

Martinu's symphony was the most
impressive orchestral performance
on this program. The full sonorities
brought forth the inspiring clements
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underneath the layers of chromatic
motlon. It has been my feeling that
musie, like wine, needs to age to de-
velop It's ultimate taste and quality.
Martinu's music seems to have been
reaching this stage for the past few
years. The new director-desigtale of
the Detrolt Symphony, Neeme Jarvi,
once sald Martiny would be among
his three top cholces of composers,
While my cholices wouldn't be the
same, a work such as this makes his
statement at least understandable,

The performance of the popular
“THI Eulensplegel” was correct, for
most part. Among the Ingredients
needed were greater flexibility of
tempo, more playfulness in the pran-
ky themes and, in gencral, more latl-
tude in the spirit of this programtle
musle,

On the positive slde, the sound was
well-balance, there was good clarity
and the music moved dynamleatly in
the right direction. With more relax-
ation of the rigld grip this perform-
ance could have lurncd from mere
adequate to superb.
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fort lended to strain the music,
sometimes to the snapping point.
This, however, is the kind of defi-
ciency that time will probably cure,
if Mart(n'continues.

A Chopin Etude, Andante Splanato
and Grand Pelonalse were some ad-
dltional challenglng items on this
program. The Polonaise portion was
taken at 3 more leisurely pace than
average, but stil), It didn't get overly
bogged down. A sense of lavishness
and grandeur was present, sprinkled
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with fincly shaped delicate runs.
Only few spots showed some technl-
cal strain.,

“L'Iste Joyeuse™ by Dcbussy spar-
kled with its Impressionistic color.
The intensity of the playing would
sometimes reach or exceed the sty-
listic limit, but without breaking the
musle fabrle.

The Sulte for Plano by Lebenbom
was written [n 1855. While 35 years
may be a long time to walt for 2 pub-
lle performance, the quality of this

stylistically accessible work ex-
cceds, In my opinion, that of much
more recent music.

Etudes by Rachmaninoff and Cho-
pin were presented as encores for
the cheering, applauding audience.

There are many competent pia-
nists with impressive technique
these days. Relatlvely few can
elevate themselves abave the technl-
cal showmanship. Paullne Martin
belongs 10 this seleel group who can
and do.
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