Ethel Simmons eaior/644- 1100

ntertainment

dhe ﬁccentrlt@’ Newspapers—

g

e
i

,u.

(0)7C

By Victor Swanson
speclal writer

OWABUNGA, DUDES and
Dudettes. The Ninja Turtles
are here.

That Is, the movie “Teen-

are ninja swords. Leonardo s sort of
like the unofficlal leader of the
roup.
“The next turtle would be Donatel-
1o, who wears a purple mask, and his
weapan is called a bo, which Is a nin-
ja staff, about three-or-four-feet
long. And Donatello Is more of & qui-
ct, introspective Intellectual kind of
turtle. He's very good at fixing
things, He has a tendency to look on
Hfe with a little bt of o sense of
wonder,

“The third turtte would be a turtfe
called Michelangelo. And he wears
an orange mask, and his weapons
are nunchucks, Michelangelo ls klnd
of the wisecracklng rock-and-roll
surf turtle. He speaks a little bit ke
a Californla Dude.

“Finally, there’'s Raphael, who
wears the red mask, and hls w..1pons

howlng at a mavie theater ~ear you.
And it's made possible in part be-
s cause of a North Farmington High
* School graduate, Todd W. Langen,
who wrote the final script.

“It’s about four (urtfes who live {n
the sewers of New York City,” sald
Todd Langen during a recent tele
phone Interview from his home in
' North Hollywood, Callf, “They mu-
tated through some radioactive ooze
that was spilled into a sewer one
time — from just regular, normal
turtles to large human-size turtles.

nga turties
Scriptwriter puts final touches on current

. They're each about 15 years old.
& “The general plotline of the movie
a5 that It's about the turtles' first
“foray really into the outslde world,
the above world of New York City.
e And what happens in the movie Js
=2~ that they come across their arch-vile

pol
are called sai, which are llke ninja
daggers. And Raphael — I describe
- as Mr, Intensity, the turtle with
an attitude!"
ONE OF THE other good charac-
ters In the story is April O'Neal, a
television news reporter for Channel
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.~ Darth Vaderish kind of figure with
o .Fazor-sharp armor.”
> In the story, the turtles must res-

-gen sald, “Each turtle Is generally

. wears a blue mask, and he wiclds
* what are known as katana, which

:""‘Medallion

+ Brunch will be served from 11 am.

lan for the first time, who is known

Three. (In the syndleatlon cartoon
as the Shredder, something of a

series, it's Channel Six.) Langen de-
scribed April as “a very strong-
willed kind of persom, very good re-
porter. She enjoys having a good
Ume with the turtles.”

One of Lhe other bad characters in
the movie is Tatsu, who, as de-
scribed by Langen, Is the right-hand
man to Shredder and “Is sort of buli-
doglsh, sort of a Japanese charae-
ter.”

‘Tatsu does not appear in the syndi.
cated serles, shown on WXON-TV,
Channel 20, in the Detrolt arca. The
TV serles Is less dark than the mov-
le, which has been made for ndults,
too.

‘eue their mentor, a mutant rat
called Splinter, who has been kid-
napped by Shredder,

There are four turtles.

“FIRST OF ALL, there’s Leanar-
do, who wears the blue mask,” Lan-

[

identificd by the color of their mask
and also the type of weapon which
they wleld. In Leonardo’s case, he

‘Restaurants get

Pontchartrain

Traditlonal Easter Champagne
Brunch at Hotel Pontehartrain in
Detroit will be served from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m, at the Top of the Pontch,
Ontarlo Room, Elalnes Restaurant
and Versailles East Ballroom. The
Pontchartraln bunny will pass out
Easter treats, The buffet is $18.95
for adults, $9.95 for children under

10, For reservatlons call 965-0200,
ext. 3767 or 3768,

A New England Easter Buffet

to 3 p.m. Easter Sunday, April 15, at
Medalllon in West  Bloomfield.

. Grilled chicken breast, country

sliced ham with honey glaze, and
‘Tainbow trout almondine are some
of the menu offerings. Brunch s
~-314.85 for adults, $6.95 for children
8-10; children under 5 are {ree. For
reservatlons call 851-5540,

SPECIAL EASTER
MENU BRUNCH
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Adults 1177
Children 6™

4-Easter Sunday
ichael s

at 4t the corners
| Easter Brunch Served From 10:00-2:30 P.M.
: Adults...*9.95
Children 10 & under...$3.95
A Children under three...Free
Easter Dinner Served From 4:00-8:00 P.M.
. Regular Menu & Spcclals Like....
Broiled Sa_lmon
Roasted Leg of Lamb
-Grilled Brace of Quail
Reservatlons Recommended. B
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‘I had never seen the
syndicated series. In
fact, purposely |
avoided that because
that's not the type of
treatment that we were
going for in the movie,
What 1 did was, 1 did
look at some of the
early camlc books.'

— Todd Langen

I

“I had never seen thé syndicated
serfes,”” Langen said. ‘jin fact, pur-
posely [ avolded that because that's
not the type of treatment that we
were going for in the movle, What 1
did was, I did look at some of the
early comlc books.”

He declared, "I dldn’t have a lot of
time to do research,'fcause they
were in a blg hurry to; 6t the seript
out,”

Langen became invelved with
"Tecnngc Mutant Nirda Turtles”
when the producers of the movie
needed someone to rewrite the flrst
seript, which had been written by
Bobby Herbeck.

Durlng the writers" girike of 1988,
Langen met people on the p!ckcl
line, to whom he was' Zble to show
some of his sample sc:l;uls of shows.
One day, he met an 1x¢cnuve at

Paramount Studios, who saved one
of his sample scripts, and when the
producers of “Teenage Mutant Ninja
‘Turtles” were looking for someone
to rewrlte their script, she suggested
Langen.

Langen met with the producers
and director and got the

Teenage mutaiit ninja turtles have gone from comics to tefevi-
sion to the movie screen.

ducers lked it. He met with them
and was able to write a real seript
for the show,

“I was {or an Emmy

“I BASICALLY came back to my
apartment, sat down for two solid
weeks and Just wrote the screenplay.
1 was under the gun at the time.
‘They wanted the seript In Hke three
weeks. And I just decided to sit down
and work on It every waking hour of
the day.”

The strike of 1988 also was im-
portant for Langen In conteibuting to
his worklng on “The Wonder Years"”
TV serles. He wrote a sample seript
for the then-new series, and the pro-

readyli for Easter

table ta'%k

]
Townsend h‘};otel

A gourmet Easter Brunch, with 2
three-statlon gourmet buffet, Is fea-
tured from 11 a.m. to £ p.m. Easter
Sunday, April 15, at the Townsend

caN “includes:
Stoak Fajlia, 2 Ta-
cos, Chossa Enchil-

" Authsaii )

Hotel in Birmingham. Children can
meet and have their photographs
taken with the Easter Bunny. Brunch
is $28 for adults, $12.95 for children
up to 12, Chlldren under 5 are {ree.
For these who prefer slt-down ser-
vice, a speclal menu ranging from
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Mezican o Amacican Culsine
24366 GRAND RIVE
@ Blocks W. of Telegriph} » 537-1450

R

Weekend

‘;LEG$79
1ss§ 1 OSPECIAL

DISCOUNT
*

A lous two

Two hour M

room, private bedroom, wet bar with refrigerator,
three telephones, and two color TVs.

lete with living

beautiful atrium.
Home of Jacq

cach
Free breakfast cooked-to—crdcr cvcry momlng ln our
Demers Restaurant & Loungc.

You don't have to be a fat cat to enjoy The Sulte Lifes-

: Dmon'—sou-mmup
.. 28100 Franklin Rd,
(313) 350-2000 .

*Suites st his p.w. ...h;.« mmmn-y Sabject mF'n:m and local laws.
Owned & Ofera The

EMB{QSSY

SYJTES

pet nighe, pet

Gmp, Inc.

for that episode, and I just won the

WGA (Writers Gulld of America)

award a week ago for Best Televi-

:?d" .Fpisode of 1989 for that epi-
e,

Currently, Langen Is the story edi-
tor on “The Wonder Years,"”

“A story editor Is basically a writ-
er,”” Langen explalned. “In theory, a
stary editor has a few more respon-
sibilities, which is to help develop
other stories other than the ones you
yourself write and also to do a llttle
blt of rewriting on other eplsodes

Sunday

$16-$28 will be offered at the hotel's
Rugby Grille. Entree selections in-
clade cholee of beverage, chef-ze-
lected appetizers and dessert. For
reservations call 642-5899,

Rattlesnake Club

An Easter celebration will be
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, April
15, at the Rattlesnake Club in De-
troit overlooking the Detralt River.

other than your own.”

Langen’s {lrst work for television
came through his showing of sample
scripts for “Family Ties” to writer-
producer Michael J. Welthorn, after
Weithorn had left that serles, when
Whelthorn was looking for writers lo
contribute to a series under develop-
ment, “The Pursult of Happiness"
(which alred during the 1989-88 sca-
son and featured Brian Keith and
Paul Provenza).

LANGEN, WHO ecarned a mas-
ter's degree In aerospace englncer-
Ing from the University of Michigan,

Please turn to Pago 8

meals

A prix flxe menu for the Easter
brurch is priced at $17.95 for adults
and ¢9.95 fur children, Aly, et
will be a roving Easter Bunny and
confectlons for the youngsters. For
reservations call 567-4400.

Radisson Plaza

A Champagne Easter Brunch Buf-
fet with live muslc and gourmet din-

Please turn to Page 8

~———(AT SHERATON LITILE THINGS MEAN A LOT }—

We'll save you the trou-
ble. Join us in the Great
Lakes Ballroom on Easter,
Sunday between 11:00 a.m.

ultimate Easter Buffet. For
the kids there's an Easter
Egg Hunt and complimen-
tary photographs with the-
Easter Bunny - o’ Mr.
Chicken,

This Easter
SeenD Your TIME
HunTing For Eaas.
Not For A Great
Prace To Have

Sunpay BRUNCH.

and 4:00 p.m. and enjoy the

s12 .95 fo Seniors $6.95 for
c“\ldrcu
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