‘Wait Until Dark’ d

Performances of the Birming-
ham Theatre production of “Wait
Untit Drk™ by Frederick Knott
continue through Sunday, May 6.
For ticket information, call the
bozx office at 644-3533,

By Barbara Michals
special wrlior

Classle old mysterles never seem
to die. Instead of fadlng away they
are revleved In an attempt to recres
ate the thrills they once offercd.
“Walt Until Dark" at the Birmlng-
ham Theatre Is a competent produc-
tlon rendered impotent by changing
times, 0

The 1966 play by Frederick Knott
Is a victim of our changlng senstbili
tles. The plot relies on the premise
that an unwary traveler accepted a
doll from a mystertous woman at an
airport. Now a crazed Killer (Tony
Musante) and his two accomplices
are terrorizing the traveler's blind
wife (Bonnle Franklin) in an attempt
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to locate the doll, which holds a valu-
able drug stash,

Who would be foolish cnough to
accept such & package in our current
age of terrorist bombs and posted
warning signs? With random, sense-
less violence filling the daily news-
papers, It seems odd that a hardened
killer would go to great lengths to
con the woman instead of finding a
more expedient way to make her
talk. Surely it stralns crediblllty that
a blind woman walks around Man-
hattan  without fear of being
mugged, routinely keeps her door
unlocked, and admits
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character to work with, He s suffi-

more interesting, con men conned
In

clently crazed and coldly
at times edging tewards caricature.
His two accomplices are at least

the
smoath-talking Mlke who must earn
Susy's (rust, Peter Jay Fernandez
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has a strong, pleasant dellvery de-
spite early line problems Friday
night. Edward James Hyland is very
fine as the cruder of the pair who
ploscs as a hard-boiled pollce detec-
tive.

Jacquellne Cohen is wonderful as
Gloria, Susy's obnoxious young
nelghbor full of deviousness and
childish mood swings. She explains,
for example, that her temper tan.
trum should be forgiven because she
only threw unbreakables all over the

ated but still intriguing

floor.

Maureen Helfernan's directlon s
generally sound, and the productlon
moves along smoothly. As an ox-
ercise In deductive reasonlng “Walt
Until Dark" Is stil] intriguing, It just
isn‘t the thriller It once was.

Barbara Michals teaches high

school English in Southfield. A -
theater critic for the last 15 years, .

she is an inveterate playgoer who

regularly catches up on all the

New York preductions.

N ——

unhesltatingly.

As the blind Susy, Franklin glves
her character plenty of spunk and
does an excellent job of never lettlng
her blank gaze falter. Relylng on her
other sharpened senses, Susy clever-
ly sees through the murderer's elab-
orate scam and starts to muster her
defenses. That her own plans are not
loolproof adds to Susy's eredlbllity,
but Franklin never scems all that
terrificd desplte reatlzing her dan-

cr.

MUSANTE ISN'T given much
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clarification

The scene was between the Duke
and the King, not the Duke and
Jacques, as was stated in the review
of the Flrst Theatre Guild of Bir-
mingham productlon of “Cinderel-

12." The review ran Thusday, April

'Tne Duke was played by Brlan
Edcr, 14, of West Bloomficld. The-
ater critic Mary Jane Doerr says,

“Brian Eder as the Duke was excep-

tionally strong In his delivery and hls-

acting style. His scene with the Klng,
Tom Roberts, was the best choreo-
graphed scene of the afternoon.”

Regarding the story about the
Early Monday Mornlng Show come-
dy revue cnsemble, the Attie The-
atre benefit performance will be at 7
p.m., not 5 p.m., on Sunday, April 1§,
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upcoming
things to do

@ Motown adventure
The Radlsson Plaza Hotel at Town
Center In Southfield has jolned
forces with Detroit's Motown Histor-
ical Muscum at Hitsville USA to of-
{er popular muslc fans and visitors a
weekend combining a pllgrimage to
the home of the “Motown Sound”
with Greater Detrolt dining ang ho-
tel accommodations. The hotel and
museum are working Jlogether to

'

commemorate Motown's 30th annl-
versary year. The weekend package
for two, dubbed the “Motown Muse-
um Adventure,” consisting of a de-
luxe guest room for Friday, Satur-
day or Sunday night, a welcome
cocktall for two, round-trip shuttle
serviee to the Motown Museum, ad-
mission for two, special souvenlr and
breakfast for two the next morning
.at Tango's European Bistro. The

package costs $39 per couple.

© Readers theater

Second performance of the Spring
Serles of Readers Theater will be
glven at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 22, in
the DeRoy Theater ai the Jewlsh
Communlty Center in West Bloom-
field. A complimentary wine bar
wlil open at 3:15 p.m. The program
features Davld Fox, Harry Gold-

stein, Ellzabeth Elkin Weiss, Rube
Weiss and Paut Winter and presents
works by Jerzy Kosinski, Groucho
Marx, Arthur Kober, Woody Allen
and Molshe Nadir. Harold Norris
wlll serve as host of the program.
Artistic dlrector is Yolanda Flelsch
er. Tickets are available al the door
beginning at 3 p.m. There Is an ad-
mission charge. For Information,
call Readers Theater at 967-4030.
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Closs to tha Fox, Flaber & Milberry.
Five minutos from Tigar Stadium, Joa
Louls Arena & Coba Hall.

The Finest In
Northern Italian Cuisine
Specializing in:
“Provinl" Veal, Chateaubriang
& Prime Lamb Chops
Tabteside Cooking

VALET PARKING
BANQUET FACILITIES
Call For Reservations

33-9425
4222 Second Ave. « Detroit
(beiwean Wllis & Canfiald)

M-Th 11:30-11, Fri. 11:30-12
Sat. 4-12, Sun. 2-11

469 S. Woodward
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Pearl’s
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon,-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat, 12-11 PM » Sunday 12-10 PM

« Birmingham

: 644-2913
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Easter “bunny” Brunch

Family teaditions grow from shared evperiences, Easter at the

Kingsley. Sumpiuoas buffet served 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the

Grand Baltroom. :\d}. 15 $15.95, children $6.95 tincludes beverage).

Easter Bunnies beating gifts. After 12:00, dinner is served in all

dining raoms. A BI3 Hills tradition, Call for reservations,
¢

K
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* The Clarion Hotel
" of Farmington Hills

: Easter
‘Brunch Buffet

Stnday, March 15 11 am-4 pm
* in the Orchard Baliroom

$13% jaqun %7 126 unden
g Children under 3 FREE

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
Please call between 9 am-9 pm

. 553-0000
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HAPPY EASTER! |
Closed Sunday,
April 15th
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WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
children and grandchildren of aur earliest customers.

2. Knowledgeable people who know Mexican food eat here.

3, Wa were the first with our own style Nacho - and copied
by many.

4. Independent and family owned.

5. We have recenily remodeled and expanded and added
mare ltems 10 our menu.

TRINI & CARMENS

ANN ARBOR WATERFORD
50 N. Tarritorlal 1715 Telegraph
665-3967 332-6851
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THEATER & FINE DINING
COMPLEIE BROADWAY PRODUCTIONS
FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS &
SUNDAY MATINEES - BRUNCH 12 NOON - SHOW 2 P

4 MARCH - "LITTLE MARY SUNSHINE"
Mk Betoyor

¥ # APRIL - "THE APPLE TREE"
¢ MAY - "PUMP BOYS & DINETTES" ’

i
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TRIDAY & SATURDAY
§:00 pm « Cochtalls at cash bar
and complimentary hors dacavies
710G pm Dianer - Cholce af Calece
3:30 pm » Show Time )
$1200 per persan - Show Only ($15 peeferrcd seatlng) n
$26.00 Dinnes & Show i
SUNDAY MATINEE !
12 anon - Brunch p
2.00 pm + Show Time
$10.00 per persan - Shaw Only ($12.00 prefetsed seating) 3
$15.00° per person « Brunch & Show 4
Senlom - $13.00- Brunch & Show '
$39.00** OvemTaRt Accommodallons (orTy wilh llckets
*Taeand gratully Included, does not Includc alcohol
** Based an double oceupancy, doen nol Include lax
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 557-4600 ex!, 2242

YESBTERDAYS NIGHTCLUB LIVE BANDS(]
- WED, - BAT. 8:30 TIL.LATE A

. § DAYSHOIRY,
4 17017 Waes! N Mis Road
, Soulbfleld, MI 45073
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.where the accent is on...
SERVICE IN AN ELEGANT SETTING
by an ltalian  and

American  menu.superb  food at moderate
prices, with cocknils and fine imponed wines
and beers.

You'll be tempred 10 try everything. And why
not? You can cnjoy authentic, fresh from our
Kkitchen speclalst

LUNCHEONS * COCKTAILS - DINNERS
+ [TALIAN SPECIALTIES HOMEMADE «
3775 Rochester Rd. * Troy * V3 mile North of Big Beaver

= A, 689-8050

ZTURDAY 11 a.m.«midnight-
SUNDAY Noom-10:130 p.m.

MONDAY.THURSDAY 11 am.11 p.m.
B
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