Mall evokes

mixed reviews g, ¢

before DNR

By Pat Murphy
staff writor

Developers of the proposed Au-
burn Mills megamal Ignored other,
more feasible sites before deciding
to build the super shopping center at
1-75 and Baldwin Road in Auburn
Hills, according to a consultant for
one of the Oakland citles trying to
binck the development.

Thus the Western Development
Corp. of Washington, D.C., should be
required to evaluate — and ibly
sclect — anothes slte before destroy-

‘The proposed
megamall in Auburn
Hills simply doesn’t
make sense. It would
destroy the rural
character of northern
Oakland County.’

— Brandon M. Rogers,

land use consultant

By Pat Murphy
stall writer

Hoping to make its
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Prime time

Ings are scheduled,
‘The board generally has about 50
to 75 people at meetlngs, including

plan, particularly the inclnerator
praposed for Auburn Hills,
GENERALLY, attendance at

more open accessible to cqunty resi-
dents, the Qakland County Board of
Commissioners has schéduled an
evenlng meeting for lnter this
month. .

‘The board's annual night meeting
will be at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aprll
26, In the county auditorium at 1200
Telegraph Road in Pontiac}

Regular board meetings pre usual-
Iy held at 9:30 a.m. Ugice cach
month. The annual night mJLetlng Isa
means of confirming the board’s

job opportunitles for the younger
" sald Debr;

Ing wetlands and urban
sprawl by bullding the 1.9 mlillen
square fool mal), according to Bran-
don M. Rogers, a consultant to the
clty of Lake Angelus which borders
the proposed development.

Rogers was onc of about 40 people
who spoke at a public hearlng called
by the Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) Tuesday night
at Avondale High School. About 250
people attended,

‘The DNR is gathering informatlen
to determine if the proposed me-
gamall complies with requirements
of stale wetlands laws that require,
among other things, that other “fea.

a Pontlac businessperson who ar-
gued on behalf of the mall,

ANOTHER PROPONENT,
Dennls Griffin, chalrman of the Au-
burn HIls Planning Commission,
sald Western Development has been
cooperative and forthright in its
dealings and, presumably, could be
trusted to llve up to its to

that is pot af-
fected by the time for which meet-

those p doing
business with the county as well as
county stalf personnel who may be
needed to provide informalion about
a specific issue.

night has been at the same
level or slightly less than, mornlng
sesslons,

‘This month’s nlght meeting may
be an exception, however, because

Richard T

s P
for example, allended the April §
meeting when commissloners ap-
proved hls request for $75,000 to
tund Oakland County’s grand jurics.

Commission meetings also attract
crities — llke John King of Bloom-
field Township, who is erltical of the
grand jury ,among other things, and
Susan Mysliwiec, of Highland, an op-
ponent of the county’s solid waste

ore exp to vote
on the propesed $47¢ milllon solld
waste program that includes a con-
troversial waste-to-energy incinera-
tor in Auburn Hills,

‘Turnout could be substantial —
and vocal — because it is one of the
last times commissloners will deal
with the program that Includes recy-
cling, composting, inclneration and
the use of existing landitils, includ-

blan vote due at evening session

ing private facillties as well as the
expanded SOCRRA landfill in Ro-
chester Hills. SOCRRA s the South-
east Oakland County Rescurce Re-
covery Authority, which handles
trash from 14 communities, inciud-
ing Blrmingham, Troy and Madison
Helghts.

Having the solld waste program
on the agenda has guaranteed large
audiences in the past and is expected
(o attract another near-capacily
crowd,

The method of funding has also
been challenged by one group, Tax-
payers Unlted, which contends the
county must go to lhe voters to get
financing approval for the solld
waste program.

SOCRRA incinerator costs jump

By Pat Murphy
slatt wrlter

‘The waste-lo-cnergy that serves
14 i h art

protect the environment.
Rogers, however, sald the me-
gamal) s the wrong in

n A
of the county will cost about $35
million more than antlcipated,
of the ‘Oakland

the wreng place.
“I've been a land use consultant
for many communities,” he sald, and
q

sible and prudent” sites be
before developers are allowed to dis-
rupt wettands.

TUESDAY'S HEARING was
called lo gather informatlon (hat
will be cvaluated before the DNR
grants, denjes or modifies the permit
requested by Western Development,
sald Steve G. Sadewasser, a resource
specialist. The DNR decislon 1s ex-
pected within 50 days.

The ‘Auburn Hills slte contalns
about 33 acres of wetlands, 18 of
which would be destroyed or affects
ed by the development.

Western Development said 1t will
create 25 acres of new wetlands —
to replace those wetlands — and de-
vote mote than 100 acres to high
quality wetland habltat and storm
water management.

QOpponents, however, argue that
wetlands can not be adequately “ere-
ated” because they involve wildlife
and vegetation. They also argue lhn‘E

the prop n Auburn
Hills simply doesn’t make sense. It
would desiroy the rural character of
northern Oakland County.

“I personally Inspected many of
the sites” Western Development sald
it considered before declding on the
Auburn Hills location, sald Rogers.
He charged that the company over-
looked other sites on which the me-
gamall could be built without de-
stroylng wetlands or dlsrupting tral-
fle.

Sites along I-275 In Van Buren and
Canton townships are just as sulted
and "“make good cconomic sense,”
sald Rogers.

The consultant warned the giant
mail would have a much greater Im-
pact on northern Oakland County
than developers or planners envi-
slon, and clted the Twelve Oaks Mall
in Novl as an example. -

TWELVE OAKS was expected to
generate 1.2 million square feet of
business when iU was

traftic d by the
would cnmrl!gute to air pollution and
congestion. || .

Some speakers, Including County
commissioner Hubert Price, D-Pon-
tlac, argued for the megamall, say-
Ing It ‘wpuld create much-needed
jabs for} displaced autoworkers and
would ggrierate an cstimated $5 mil-
lion In tax revenue for the financlals
ly-strapped Pontidc School District,

“We nped Auburn Mills to provide

planned more than a decade ago,
Rogers said.

What was not expected, he sald,
was.the' 1.8 milllon in additlonal
business development that occured
as other businesses moved into the
hot shopping area.

“We can expect the impact of this
megamall to be much greater” than
presently anticipated, Rogers cau-
tioned.

iil. commission

support

By Pat Murphy
stall writer

center?

So far isgi

Oakland's (ledgling Open Houslng
Center stlll has an outslde chance of
winning support. from the Qakland
County Board of Commissloners —
an endordement the center has
sought, but been tnable to get.

An amendment supporting the
concept of fair and open housing In
general — and the Open Housing
Center specifically. — was approved
by the board's General Government
Committee Monday afternoon.

By a 4-3 vote, committee mem-
bers approved the amendment that
now goes to the entire Board of Com-
missloners at its April 26 mecting
beginnlng at 7:30 p.m.

The Open Housing Center opened
March 13 in Earmington Hills to pro-
mote Integrated housing In Oakland
County. It is funded: by an $80,000
grant from the Clty of Southticld and
the Southfield Board.of Education,
but will solicit support from the prl-
vale and public sectors In subse-
quent years, according to directors,

1t is sceking an endorsement from
the Board of Commissioners to help
with that solicitation as well as a
symbolic vote of confldence.

SO FAR, however, commissloners
have refused to endorse Lhe center,
sending it back to committee twice.

Ce

have refused to
endorse the Open
Housing Center,
sending it back to
committee twice.

Open Housing Center and the work
it's doing to promote Intregrated
housing,” sald Onks, -

The committce resolution ap-
proved Monday stales the Board of
Commissioners “supports the con-
cept of the Oakland County Center
for Open Housing to bulld communi-
1y understandlng and support fair
and open housing, and to achieve a
stable and integrated housing pro-
cess In Oakland County, and urges
other communities within Oakland
County to adopt resolutions of sup-
port for the Oakland County Center
for Open Housing.”

APPROVING THE measure were
Ruel E. McPherson, D-Hazel Park,
Donald E. Blshop, ' R-Rochester,
Dennis M. ‘Aaron, D-Oak Park and
Richard G. Skarritt, R-Milford, Op-
posing It were Donald W, Jensen, R-
Birmingham, Donna R. Huntoon, R-
CIarulnn.Aanthonn L. Woll, R-

,John Pappageor
for example, votéd agalnst endors-
ing the Open Houslng Centér when it
appeared before another committee,
anying he wasn't sure what the en-
dorsement' would require, or how it
might affect future board action.

Pappageorge, a Troy Republican,
sald he supports falr and open

hous.
t that f

F :
. Jensen’ sald ke opposes the mea-

.sure for philosophical reasons. The
- center is a new organization with no

track record, he sald, “I think they
should accomplish something before

we {(commissloners) endorse It
“Furthermore, 1 don't think we
should single out any organization
when there . are

ing, but not an
would subsequently --obligato .the
county for money or would prectude
1ha board'’s endorsing olher agencies
that promote Integrated housing,
Supporters of the Open Housing
Center, like commissioner -Lillian
Jaffe Qaks, D-Southfleld, Insist en-
dorsing the center would not peces.

sarlly obligate the board, or tie lrts‘_(

hends. { . :
“It ('mdmemenl) would put the
board on record as supporting the

or
many.others with the same goals,”
Commissioner Qaks is not a mem-
ber of tho commitioe, but attended .
Monday's meeting because of her
support for the center:”
“This was a hollow victory,” she
said, “but a victory nonetheless.”
Onks predicted an uphlil struggle
for the measure before the Board of
Commissioncrs -which - has-already |
declinad to endorse the.Open Hous-
ing Center specifically.

B 0

County Resource Recovery Author-
ity (SOCRRA) have been informed.
The addltlonal cost wlll require
the authority to agaln hold public
hearings to discuss the higher cost
but will not significantly affect
tipplng fees, the general manager
of SOCRRA told its™ dircctors
Wednesday. i

“We stil] antlcipate tipping fees
to be under $50 per ton,” Thomas
G. Waffen said Wednesday at a
regufar meeting of SOCRRA dirce-

tors.

Waffen said additlonal costs are
admittedly a setback, “but nothing
real serious. When you put seme-
thing lke this together, unexpected
things happen.”

Walfen sald he expects the 600-
ton-per day Incinerator to be built
and operatlonal in 1993-94, or
about a year later than anticipated.

THE INCINERATOR — which
initially did not generate cleetricle
ty — Is the major component of the

system that slnce the mid 1950s
has been handling solid waste for
Berkley, Beverly Hils, Blrming-
ham, Clawson, Hazel Park, Fern-
dale, Huntington Woods, Lathrup
Village, Madiscs ileights, Oak
Park, Pleasant Rldge, Royal Oak,
Royal Oak Township and Troy.

It was shut down in July, 1988,
however, alter state officlals ruled
emissions did not meet air quality
standards. Offlclals hoped to re-
open the facility after upgrading
pollution control equipment and
converting it to a faclllty that also
generates electricity.

Several factors are responsible

for the Inclnerator costing $35 mil-
tion more than expected, Waffen

said,

The biggest two, he safd, are
tougher emlssion centrol require-
ments and SOCRRA's decision to
finance the project by Itself rather
than through & partnership with en-
glneering  consultants  Black &
Veatch of Ann Arbor and (he De-
troit Edison Co., which will also
buy electricity generated by the in-
cinerator.

SOCRRA's application to oper-
ate the incinerator is still pending
before the Michlgan Department of
Natural Resources {DNR).
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