By C.L. Rugonstein
stalf writer

Three O:kland County 'school
districts wae among 59 In the
state chosento share more than $1
million in sp:cfal grants for teach-
ing forelgn lmguages,

‘The grants from he state board
of education were designated to es-
tablish or kmprove foreign lan.
guage instriction at elementary
and middle school levels.

The moner was included in the
Michigan Department of Educa-
tlon's 1989-9C budget by the leglsla-

ture,

Avondale, lrmingham and West
Bloomfield zre the three Oakland
Counly districts that will reccive
the speclal grant money,

*The Incraasing Inferdependence
of the people of the world calls for
our schools t) provide a more glob-
al education reflecting many lane
guages and eultures,” sald Donald
L. Bemls, swperintendent of public
instruction [r the state, “We con-
sider this an excellent opportunity
{or schools to entlch thelr currlevla
and provide students with a great-
er understending of other lan-
guages.”

PROMOTING a greater under-
standing of other languages and
cultures was exactly the rationale
behind the West Bloomfield dis-
trct's grant proposal, said Larry
Ttomas, assistant superintendent
of instructioa for the district.

*We think ene of our problems Is
the lack of student awareness of
the Japancse and Arabic cultures.
We want to be more culturally
awire of things golng on In other
cultares,” Thomas said,

Tye district will implement ex-
perinental classes in Japanese, Ar-
able and Russian for seventh
graders at the district's two middle
schosls,

The detalls are yet to be worked
out Thomas sald.

Fareign language
grants awarded

“We would like to have some
ten-weck exploratlon classcs, 40 to
45 minutes long, with about 20 stu-
dents each.”

The teachers will be contracted
from the Berlitz Agency as supple-
mental alds to the district’s current
foreign language teachers.

The grant stipulates the classes
have to begln year. Thomas
said they'll have another ten-week
session next fall, then review the
results before adding the new lan-
Fungm permanently to the currlcu-

um.

Thomas said the West Bloom-
ficld School District has about 225
bllingual students, Of that number,
100 to 150 are Chaldean and 20 to
25 are Japanese,

“We don't have a tot of Russians
yet, but we anticipate gelting
more,” because of the Soviet
Union’s less restrictive immigra.
tion pollcies, Thomas said,

The Blrmingham School Dls-
triet's grant will establish a pro-
gram in French for children iIn
grades one through flve at Walnut
Lake elementary schools.

GRANT money will cnable the
Avondale district to have a re-
quired ten-week introductory lan.
guage class for sixth graders, and a
beginning German class for eighth
graders, The Foreign Language
Experience class for sixth graders
wltl consist of a serles of iwo-week
classes in French, German, Japa-
nese, Spanish and Hungarlan,

Why Hungarlan? Because they
have the resource available, and
because It will be fun sald Sarah
Renvec.We'll be teaching Hungar-
lan because it'Hl be a different ex-
perience. Many of the students are
famillar with French and the other
languages.”

Renvec currently teaches
French for Avondale. A native of
Hungary, Renvec majored in
French and German, and taught
English as a Second Language
class for five ycars in the district.
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In Third World countries, hun-
dre thousands of children
are in desperate need of food,
clothihg, midical care —the
basics af life. These girls and
boys are even denied the
oppartunity to attend school.
hey areour neighbors in
awarld that prows smaller
everyday.
ThrayughCCF, you can
sponsora neighborschild. The
cost is $18 amonth — just 60¢
aday—ro help a poor child in
Asia, Africavr Latin America
=2 child who has virtually
nothing. s

Please pick up your phone
now and dial the toll-free num-
ber below: Be a good neighbor
by helping an innovent child.

Christian Children’s
Fiind, Inc.
1-800-228-3393
ll;l'ull Free)
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Senate OKs higher ed aid package

By Tim Richard
staff wrlter

The Michigan Senate has vated 15
state a aver-

leader John Engler, R-Mount Pleas-
ant, "
The Leglslature recessed for a
two-week Easter break. But Engler,
tal

aging 5.3 percent and 29 community
colleges an average of 5 pereent for
the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1.

“We've moved toward a formula
approach — more eqbal per-stu-
dent,” sald Sen, R. Robert Geake, R-
Northville, vice chair of the Scnate
Appropriations Committee,

‘The higher educatlon bill passed
last weck on a 29-2 vote, with all
arca senaturs supportlng it, and was
sent to the House. .

SENATE REPUBLICAN leaders
twitted House Demociats on their
lack of action.

“Once again this chamber has tak-
en the lead,” said Senate majority

a al
the House stay In sesaion to complete
its work.

Added appr

uled for only a 4.4 percent boost to
$181.7 million. s §7,925 per FYES
is highest in the state.

‘The U-lversity of Michlgan's‘Ann
Arbor maln campus was allocated a
4.8 percent Increase to $253.7 mil-
Hon, highest grant In the state,
to $7,609 per FYES.

Harry Gast, R-St, Joseph: “This Is
the tast of the Senate budget bills ex-
cept capital outlay. We have not
received a single blil from (he
House.”

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY was
voled a 5.4 percent increase to $36.7
miltlen or $5,406 per full time equat-
ed student (FYES). N

Unlversity of Michigan Dearborn
is scheduled for a 9.7 percent In-
crease to $16.2 milllon or $3,604 per

ES,

FYES,
Wayne State University is sched-
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Michlgan State Unlversity was
ralsed 5.6 percent to $213.3 million
or $6,002 per FYES.

Eastern Michigan, one of the ma-
jor growth schools, was voted a 7

percent Increase to $63.3 million or
$3,574 per FYES. -

THE COMMUNITY colleges were |
voted a total of $223 milllon. It was
about the same amount recommend- |
ed by Gov. James J, Blanchard, but
the Senate cut some of the higher in-
dividual Increases and raised some
of the lower ones, .

Qakland Communlty College was
voted a 504 percent increase to
$15.5 milllon.
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CELEBRATE IN BIRMINGHAM'S
MOST ELEGANT SETTING

REGENCY RoOM
Euster Buffer Brunch served from 11:00am 1
4:00 pm. Easter Bunny, Photographer and
Piana Accompaniment. Delicacies include

Epgs Benedict, Steak au Poive, Lobster and
Asparsgus Ratini, fresh fruits, salads and our
exceptional pastry ble. No charge for childsen
Jumder § and special pricing for children p1n 12.

RUGHY GRILLE & GALLERY

Easter Brunch Entrees served from 11:00 am

10 4:00 pm, Traditional favorites include Honey

Buked Ham, Chargeilled Rack of Lanib and

Chicken Piccats complimented by delightful

appetizers and a fresh pastry presentation.

hildren's menu provided.

SPECIAL EASTER WEEKEND RATES

Our sumpluous guest rooms and suites are

specially priced for the Easter weekend.
Delure Roem 1100 T Luxury Suite 120 .

Fridsy, Satunday Exchings only. Single o7 double
upany —havad on availatutity. Tases et included

Eater Brunch Priced From $16-328.
Call Besetly or Vera for Reservations:

642-7900
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