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MOVING PICTURES

“The Gods Must Be Crazy II.”

‘The Gods Must Be Crazy

hers' truck that

y carries them off in

1

Not so unusual, but still good

The trouble with sequels is that
they are usually follow-ups to some-
thing unusual — and the second time
around, It's not 3o unusual.

“The Mast Be Crazy II” (B-,
PG, 97 miontes) suffers from that
generic problem but still manages to
be attractive.

‘This time out, Xixo (N'Xau). the
Kalahari Desert Bushman who
starred In the first “Gods Must Be
Crazy,” Is searching for his children.
Xisa (Nadies) aed Xiri (Eirosy They
are iocally = ing ckijdn

plenty of typically attractive Afri-
can animal shots to spice up the pro-
duction but some of the technleal
work is lacklng. In particular, the
special effects work on one long
sequence with the two children on
the truck is so poorly done that
{ringing around the children is pres-
ent and the rapidly passing scenery

clearly is a rear screen projection.
As for “The Gods Must Be Crazy
II™ as a parable about the modern
againg the primitive. it's not all that
sipl — &b i the “Spie-

¥ e
who, out cof ey, lrmbed
abeard a frovy prasder’s Tuck while
% was parped. Woer & omaned up.
Ly were Taond i

Xixn wxs adir 13 Tuct dhem ant
ki devoie o Lithenly gy B
Leart-garmag B gues if con-
staztly i=iermipred brovarious o
lized™

ap arer 16 whis

petie of gurvivad then

those hi-tecx folbs Ertmm hvilived
places.

Among o4 totruders e the vory

poackters, George (Pitrre Van  violenre, it most Hkely will sell well,
Pletzen) and Bremoer (Lourens D |Poor
poel). two pruff, ) STILL PLAYING: "

but incompetest types. ~Ea¢ lafluence” (B) (R). D-_| U doesn't get much worse

Slow start speeds vp after a white and
THEN the Cban Army Dtcomes an effective thriller as Rob |F | Truly awful

In Angola, rep: ooe los;  LOe corrupts James Spader. Z {Roserved forthe bad

soldier, Miteo (Erick Bowen) and hls 14 oorm, o5 8¢ Fourth of July” (A) (R)

advisary, African Unita ATmy  Touching, polge |0 N0 9

trooper Timi (Treasure T it Ron

aad-Span” condition of Ms. Farugia's
dress zfter severa] davs in the desert
1t apy indization. it Jooks lke mod-
& fubrics, if pot cvilization, are in-
demzructible. Nopetbeless, e film is
pieasam enouph and probably will
aruct wide audiences.

I voure eaperly awaiting 2 pew
19t oo merdel ans films. than
"Ange) Town™ (%, R) is for you. A Los
Atgeles family troubled by a nelgh-
borhood gang gets help from 2
Freach ex That doesn't sound
Yike much but given all the hype and

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

Grading the movies
Top matks - sure to please

A | Close behind - excellent
Stillin running for top honars
Pretty good stult, not perfect

“House Party” (*).

Dance, dance, dance.

“The Hunt for Red October” (C) (PG}
135 minutes.

Confusing underwater sequences are as
murky as this tale of Soviet sub com-
mander (Sean Connery} trylng to defeet.

1 Love You 1o Death™ (C-, R, 96 min-
utes),

Excellent performances can't save this
weakly ploited story of a wife's {Tracy

liman) revenge on her unfajthfu) hus.
band (Kevin Kline).

“Impulse™ (D, R, 120 minutes).

Theresa Russell's performance as cop
caught on wrong side of murder can't
save weak plot.

“Joe Versus 1be Volezno™ (B+, (PG)
102 minutes.

A good, clean falry tale for all ages
with Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan.

“The Little Mermaid™ (A} (G) 30 min-

of Hans Christlan

The very best of the poor stuff

Thelr alleged hostilitles are in a
worn, comic vein and not very funny
but they do belp keep the plot mov.
ing.

Qf course, the star Intruder ia
Xlxo's world is Dr, Ann Taylor (Lena
Farugla), 3 New York attorney and
Ph.D in law whose presence, first in
Alrica and theo in the Kalahari

rt, occurs from a string of fairly
weak and uncon' g events, Her
companion is a zoologist, Stephen
Marshall (Hans Strydom).

All this is tied together with an un-
credited volceover parrator wbo
nicely spells out the situztion He
and the {iim clearly are ooting that
the natural life Is far better than civ-
{lization,

There's lots of nice scenery and

nant, phy of
Kovic (Tom Crulse), a paraplegle Viet
Vet.

“Cinema Paradiso™ (A-, 120 minutes),

Excellent story of Alfredo (Phillippe
Nolret), the projectionist [n a small Slcill-
an town just after World War I

“Crazy Peaple” (C-, R, 90 mlnutes).

Ad exec {Dudley Moore) proves that
mental patients are nlcer than sane peo-
ple but weak and underdeveloped struc-
ture undercuts that humorous thought.

“Cry-Baby” (B-, PG-13},

Styllsh, noestalgic plece about teens In

the 50s.
“Driving Miss Daisy” (A}(PG) 100 min-

utes.

Fine acting highllights personal drama
of Jewish widow (Jesslca Tandy) chauf-
feured by a black man {(Morgan Free-
man) set against southern changes from
1942-1973.

“Ernest Goes to Jull” (*, PG},

Because someone stole his identity,

VIDEO VIEWING

“Enemles: A Love Story” (R).

Man emotlonaly involved with second
wife and mistress is distressed when his
{lrst wife — presumed dead In the Holo-
caust — turns up.

“The Flrst Power"” (D, R, 95 mintues).

Exceuted serial klller returns for re-
venge agalnst cop {Lou Diamond Philips)
who put him away in the first place.

“The Fourth War™ (C-+, R, 90 minutes),

An American colonel and bls Russian
counterpart, two cold-war warriors with-
out a war, square off and start thelr own.

“Glary” (A}(R) 110 mlnutes.

The glory of the first black infantry
reglment during the Civil War ls cap-
1ured in this outstanding {ilm.

“The Handmaid's Tale” (B-} (R) 109
minutes.

Compelling, but structurally Nawed fu-
turistic tate of American gone wrong
with permissiveness, pollutlon and radia-
tion.

Disney
Andersen tale of a mermald in love with
“Look Who's Talklag” (C~+) (PG-13) 97

Contrived, poorly siructured story of
pregnant CPA (Kirstle Alley) and ber
search for a perfect father for her baby.
Bruce Willis s the baby’s volce.

“Lord of the Flles” (B)(R) 35 minutes.

Harry Hook remake of Sir Willlam
Golding's classic novel of young boys de-
scending Into savagery while marconed
on a descried island.

“Love at Large" {A-, R, 95 minutes).

Light-hearied, romantic satire of bard-
bolled detective flctlon with Tom
Berenger and five lovely ladies.

"My Left Foot” (A) (R).

Five well-deserved Oscar nominations
for this gritty but touching story of the
writer Christy Brown and his struggles
with cerebral palsy.

“Opportunity Knocks" (B +, PG-13).

Dana Carvey Is terrific as con-arilst
who tmakes good.

“Pretty Woman" (A-, R, 120 minutes).

Charming, romantic fantasy with Wall
Street mogul (Richard Gere) falllng In
love with prostitute (Julia Roderts).

“Steel Magnollas™ (B} (PG) 110 min-
utes.

Taleated cast, led by Shirley Mac-
Laine's performance, falls short in de-
picting problems of six Southern women.

“Tango and Cash" (C) 110 minutes,

Two cops — Sylvester Stallone and
Kurt Russell = are framed in (his medio-
cre cop show,

“Teenage Mutant Ninja Tortles” (PG).

You guessed it. Lean, green and on the
screen.

B |Good

B- |Good but notable deficlencles § '
C+ |Just a cut above average 2 human,
C [Mediocre minutes,
C. |Hot 50 hot and slipplng fast

By Dan Groenberg
spocial writer

~Timothy Dalton, the current
James Bond, and Anthony Edwards
of “Top Gun" don't sound promising
as a couple of terminally ill patlents
{bone-marrow cancer) but “Hawks"
{1989, color, R, 105 minates) proves
gtherwise,

1t wi also warm your heart from
time to time as a brilllant English
lawyer, Bancroft (Dalton) and an
Amecrican football player, Decker-
memsky (Edwards), escape from the
rigidly managed British hospital
where they are confined for the
treatment which only delays the in-
evitable.
< Thelr in-hospital antics are mild
compared to what happens when
they steal an ambulance and head
for Amsterdam and it's well-regard-
ed brothels for a last fling.

Determined to live thelr few re-
malning days to the fullest, they es.
cape not only from the hospital but
from llfe's many restralnts as well,

Vo

something everyone longs for from
time to time.

But they are censtrained by the
imminence of death. Desplte the
somber topic, the film — billed as a
black comedy ~- Is a light-hearted
look at everyone's mortality.

On their way to Amsterdam'’s red-
ttght district, Bancroft and Decker-
memsky meet two glrls, Maureen
(Camille Coduri) and Hazel (Janet
McTeer) whose car has broken down.
Maureen Is a busty little blonde to
whom Deckermemsky is qulckly ate
tracted, Hazel, on the other hand, [s
extremely tall and she and Bancroft
look askance at one another.

THE GIRLS were on thelr way to
ftind the gentleman who had impreg-
nated Hazel. She is gawky, gangly
and slightly ditzy, a lady who de-
scribes herself as a virgin twice re-

oved,

Dalton !s polished and urban while
Edward's. performance has just the
right touch of American jock. Their
relationship evolves from Initial an.
noyance to as close as brothers can

v

get.

Bcehind Bancroft's blustering ur-
banity is a fear of life and death
while Dackermemsky’s jock bravado
masks only hls fear of death.

McTeer and Codurl turn in ox-
tremely credible and appealing per-
formances as well and the four char-
aclers meld Into a unit as each one
of \kiem [s forced to confront individ-
val and group problems and inade-
quacies. They do so with consider-
able wit, some burlesque and finally
arrive at a good sense of the human
condltion,

The film is entertalning in spite of
its somber theme and while it may
have been Inevitable — and Impossi-
ble to avoid glven what had gone be-
fore — the cnding is sappy and hap-
py but nefther reallstic nor dramati.
cally satlsfying.

Ted Turner and MGM/UA are
cleaning out the vaulls and the re-
lease of elght film classlcs in a pack-
age, called “Leading Ladles 11" Is
part of that program, These have
never been released before on home

N .

video, are listed for $29.95 and will
avallable April 17. All are In black
and white and unrated but the stand-
ards of their times being what they
were, there is no offense to be found,

LEADING THE list In my book,
one of the world's greatest films,
Greta Garbo in “Queen Christina,”
{1933, 100 minutes), produced when
Garbo was at the peak of her carcer,
Her luminous performance as Queen
of Sweden In the 17th Century Is not
to be missed. John Gilbert, Garbo's
off.screen love Interest, co-stars as
the Queen’s lover.

Garbo's last film, "Two-Faced
Woman” (1941, 91 mioutes) also Is
included [n hls collectlon, It's a ro-
mantic comedy and Garbo pknyl a

has true ring

B} John Monaghan
speclal wrlter

Michael wants to wear a simple
black tuxedo. Donna insisis on gray
with a pastel ruffled shirt to match
the bridesmaid’s dresses, The sug-
gestlon of blue mashed petatoes,
however, causes the groom to coun-
ter in disbellef, “There's no such
thing as blue food."

Declslons. Decistons, Behind the
scenes at a massive ltaltan wedding,

There have been
countless movies
about weddings, but
“True Love” makes
them all pale in
comparison.
Filmmaker Savacca
has proven that

dont

there are plenty of them.
the strain of all these decisions
makes the couple in “True Love" de-
bate whether they want to get mar-
ried atall.

Though it gets off to a slow start,
“Teue Love" offers a bull's eye view
at the rituals of modern love and
family weddings. The low-budget
comedy, currently at the Star-Ro-
chester Theater, will make Itallans
and non-Italians smile in recogni-
tion,

Though scenes occur at a bachelor
party and a male strip club, “True
Love” doesn't try for cheap, cxplol.
tive jokes. Writer/director Nancy
Savacca obviously loves the charac.
ters who populate the claustrophoble
kltchens and corner bars of a typlcal
Broaklyn neighborhood.

Michael (Ron Eldard), with his
beefy Stallone-type build, is gregard-
ous and fun loving — perhaps a little
100 much so.

"“I've always liked Michael,” says
the bride’s father on the way to the
wedding. “He's different from alt the
rest, But he's a little wild.”

DONNA (ANNABELLE Sclorra) Is
well aware of this. Too many nights
he has promised to go out “just for
an hour" with his buddies, then
stayed out untll dawn. She, mean-
while, trles a power play to get to
sce him on the night of his bachelor
party.

“'Oh, don't worry about it,"” reas-
sures the bride’s mother. “When

fent

wilhrhearl can do
anything Hollywood
can — but better.

your father and 1 gol married, we
were barely speaking as we said the
vows."

Desplte the nightmare of prepara-
tion, the wedding is a fantasy only
accentuated by the blue mashed po-
tatoes, video cameras and tacky
wedding band. For Donna's mother,
who was forced to clope, iU's a
chance to enjoy the blg wedding she
never bad.

By the time the band strikes up
“Celebration,” however, the couple
Is tighting agaln. He wants to go out
wlth the guys afler the wedding re-
ception. It's as blzarrely “real” as
the scene in “Diner” where the wed-
ding hinges on the bride's abillty to
pass a football trivia test.

Other moments convince you that
they were made for each other. Don-
na reads a compatibility test in
“Costmmopelitan.” Michael doesn’t
like the stock choices and comes up
with hls awn — which place him in
the life he's In right now,

There have been countless movies
about weddings, bt “True Love”
makes them all pale In comparison.
Filmmaker Savacca has proven that
independent movies with heart can
do anything Hollywood can — but

tter,

SCREEN SCENE .

ATOMIC FILM SOCIETY, Domin-
ion House Bar, Windsor, Call (519)
$71-0964 for Informatlon. ($2)

“How to Marry a Milllonaire”
(USA — 1953), 8 p.m. Aprll 18. Those
wacky Canadian cinephlles are at it
again, paying tribute to Martlyn
Monroe in this dated but fun comedy
about gold-digglng gals on the loose
in New York City. Lauren Bacall and
Betty Grable round out the cast.
Shown over battles of Labalts in the
basement of a Windsor bar.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-
trolt Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward Ave., Detrolt, Call 833.2323 for
information. ($4)

“Mr. Hire" (France — 1989), April
20-22 {(call for show times). In the
tradition of Hltchcock, a stylistically
designed thriller which mixes mys-
tery, claustrophobla and sexual ob-
session, Starring “Vagabond's” Sand-
rine Bonnalre and directed by Pa-
trice Leconte.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave.,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for Informa-
tion. (Free)

“The Loveable Cheat” (USA —
1949), 7 pam. April 16. Charlle Rug-
gles plays a supposedly wealthy Par.
Isian who borrows money to help
marry his daughter off to a wealthy
count. Based on a Balzae play. With
Buster Keaton in a cameo role,

HILL STREET CINEMA, Hhl Au-
ditorium, 1429 HIll St., Ann Arbor,
Call 769-0500 for informatlon. ($3)-

A tribute to uncompromising doc-
umentary director Frederick Wise-
maun, which anticipales his appear-
ance at the area premiere of his lat-
cst film at the Michigan Theatre,

The dreariness of “High School"
{USA — 1968) teams up wilh a biting
study of lower middle class Ameri.
can values In “Canal Zone” (USA ~
1977). Starting at 7 p.m. April 18,

“Titticut Follles” (USA — 1967)m
7 and 8:45 p.m. April 19, Wiseman's
groundbreaking look at the callous-
ness of human belngs has been called
shocking, terrifylngly harsh and ut-
terly brilllant by anyone who can
stomach it.

“LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile at
Livonla, Call 478-1166

ski who q! as
her twin sister In order to win back
her husband’s affection.

Irene Dunne, Allan Jones, Helen
Morgen and Paul Robeson star in the
perennlal favorite, “Sbow Boat"

1

© (1935, 110 minutes), Edna Ferder's

tate of life and love on a Mississippl
riverboat.

for information. (Free.)

“Ryan's Daughter” (Britain —
1970), 10 a.m, April 17. In & small
Irish town In 18186, a young woman
(Sarah Miles) marries a simple
schoolteacher (Robert Mitchum),
(hen has an affair with a soldier sta.
tioned in town. Eple director David
Lean fills the rather slight (and

Tengthy) story with beautitul Jocation
scenery. As part of the mall’s month-
long tribute to Mitchum. N

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call 668-8397
for information. ($4, $3.25 students
and senlor citizens)

“Near Death” (France — 1989), 8
pa. April 22, Frederick Wiseman
chronlcles the workings of an inten*
sive care unit In Boston's Beth Israd]
Hospltal. The slx-hour long docy-
mentary wiil be shown in lts enllrelg
this day and then screencd in twh
separate parts during the next week.
The director will appear to answet
questlons after this performance. ($5
admisslon this film only) ¥

Note: Ann Arbor's Hill Street Cing:
ma_features other Wiseman fllms
earlier in the week.

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360
Lahser, Detroit. Call 587-2560 for I
formation. ($2.50) .

“Tom, Dick and Harry” (USA
1940), 8 pm. April 20-21, Ginger
Rogers plays a free-spirited woman
who must choose between three anx-
lous suitors ~ a »rincere George
Murphy, a wealthy Alan Marsha)l
and a nonconformist Burgess Mere-
dith. Directed by Garson Kanin.
Great fun.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward, De-
troit. Call 963-3918 for Informatlon.
(!3.5\;. $2.50 students and senior cith-
zens.

Gay pride — “Virgin Machine”
and “Looking for Langston,” April
2022 (call for show times). Two ac-
¢latmed fiims about homosexuality.
In the first, a young journalist trav-
¢ls from Hamburg to San Franclsco
and finds the romantle love she has
been looking for In the thriving lesbl-
an scene. With “Looking for Langs-
ton," an exploration of black and
white gay identitics, “
. "Seduction: The Cruel Woman)
{Germany — 1986), April 20-22 (c:;}l
for show times). In this bizarre dra-
ma, a comlinatrix stages claborate B
S&M shows for her customers. She
grows disturbed when a male pes-
former breaks the master/slave re- &8
lationship and falls in Jove with her. §
From Monika Treut, the director of [
“Virgin Machine,”

TROY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 510 . &
Big Beaver, Troy, Call 524-3538 far b
informatlon, (Free) .

“Great Radlo Comedians,” 7 pm. B
April 18. Three short films trace the
evolution of radio comedy, Featured
are greals like Edgar Bergen, Burns
and Allen and Jack Benny. =

— John Monaghan




