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IN CONCERT

Not so innocent
Mission attracts a foIIowmg on tour

By Larry O'Connor
stall writer

Suddenly, Don Perls wanis to know
about seats. An asplring furnlture sales-
man, perhaps?

Not quite, the guitarist with The Inno-
cence Mission Is interested In secats in
terms of numbers, as in how many are in
the venue his band will play in tonight.
Tae Innocence Misslon opens for ex-Eagle
Don Henley tonight at The Palace in Au-
bura Hllls,

By far, The Palace is the blggest venue
the up-and-coming group from Lancaster,
Pa,, has played to date. As an opening act
on llenlcy s tour, the group will also vislt
such-less-than-quaint places as the Nassau
Coloseum on Long Island, the Mcadow-
lands In New Jersey and The Arena in Or-
lando, Fla.

Perls sounds a bil taken back by it all.
Alter all, this was a group that only a year
or so was performing in venues where a
crowd of 100 was a good night.

“It's really exclting,” sald Peris in a
telephone Interview from  Milwaukee.
“The opportunily te play In front of that
many people (as many as 14,000 at The
Palace) ... It will be a challenge. It
makes all four of us work that much hard-
er to put It over.”

Apprehension Is understandable. Some
roek'n'roll crowds have been unmercifully
cruel to opening acts on blg-name tours.
Just ask Lone Justice, which was continu-
ally booed off the stage during U2's “Un-
forgettable Fire” Tour in 1985.

ON THE FLIP slde, work as a support
acts offers wider exposure and opens new
avenues. Heck, AOR radio might be will-
Ing to give the band’s self-titled debut al-
bum a spin. Seme already are in The Inno-
cence Mission's case.

Until now, though, The Mis-

Don Pens. hls wife Kuren Perla. Mlke Bitts and Steve Brown lormed The

slon has depended on the support of col-
tege radlo. The debut LP has been likened
to a cross between Kate Bush and the Coc-
teau Twins by eritics,

Perls conslders such associations
flattering but not (otally on the mark.
Songs definitely have a new music feel,
earmarked by (ke cthereal vocals of
Karen Peris, wife of Don Peris.

‘The couple met back In Mgh school.
Bassist Mike Bltts and drummer Steve
Brown are also from Lancaster, All four
were invelved in lhelr high school produc-
tion of “Godspell.”

The Innocence Misston soon formed and

production.

began ptaying clubs around Philadelphia.
After listcning to the group's demo tape,
A&M took an Interest and signed the band
near the end of 1987,

With Larry Klein at the helm, the band
recorded “The Innocence Mission.” Klein's
Involvement enhanced the group's mis-
sion, which has always been to be strong
Iyrically as well as musleally.

THE MARRIAGE is di

soon after working together on a high school musical

“We have this little room in our apart-
ment,” Don Peris said, “Usually, the songs
come out of playing things for each other.
Efupclull), it will spark an ldea,

“I think lhe lyrics arc an important part
of the song,” he sald. “It's up to the four
musicians to create a sound to go around
[

The b ¢ Mission opens for

songwriting. Karen Peris is the chln{
songwriter while Don Peris helps layer
the sound.

Don Henley tonight at The Palace in
Auburn Hills. For information, call
J77-5600.

LIVE REVIEW

MICHAEL PENN — Saint Andrew's Hall

Perhaps you heard the radlo ad
announelng the concert. It shouted
out something along the lines of —
You've seen the actor Sean Penn,
now see his brother Michael live in
concertilt

Maybe this explains why Penn
seemed a bit uncomfortable at hls
recent concert at Salnt Andrew’s
Hall. His behavlor was understand-
able though. I mean, the guy has a
debut album that was on many crit-
les’ 1989 top-10 list but to most peo-
ple he Is known as the brother of Ma-
donna’s ex-husband?

. Luckily, nelther Michael Penn nor
his audlence seemed to care about
the brother connection at Friday's
concerl — cveryone was there for
the music,

" The crowd at the concert was a bit
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on the small side, but seemed well-
acqualnted with Penn's  album,
“Marceh.” They weren't disappointed.
Penn played all of the songs from
“March.”” With each new song, the
audience shouted with approval and
recognition.

The small slze of the crowd lended
Intimacy to the concert — anyone
who wanted to could get a fairly
good leok at Penn If they were wiil-
ing to engage In a lttle skillful
mancuvering to get themselves to
the front of the stage.

Penn's Interpretations of his
“March” tunes were completely
faithful to the album verslons. Per-
haps this was because he was ner-
vous about improvising or because,
unilke Milll Vanilli, Penn can repro-
duce hls album in a live setting.

Speaking of Milli Vanilll, Pean

made them the butt of many of his
Jokes throughout the evenlng. At one
polnt, he even pretended that the
German duo was off-stage, ready to
make a surprisc guest appearance.

Penn's stage presence was low-
key and unassuming. He seemed not
(o want to look at the audlence, In-
stead preferring to look at his fetlow
band members or to gaze over the
heads of the audience members at
some unspecified point near the back
of Saint Andrew’s Hall,

This was probably smart thinking
because several female members of
the audicnce appeared to be love-
struck by the singer and were wav-
ing their arms and bodies at him tn a
somewhat manic, groupie-like fash-
ion.

Penn played his MTV hit “No
Myth” in the mlddle of the show, in-
troducing it with the mocking, sar-

donic comment, “As seen on TV."
The ather “March” tunes — “Brave
New World,” “Bedlam Boys,” and
the rest — transtated well [n a live
performance. Penn introduced most
with a little story of what the songs
were about then proceeded to sing
the hell out of them.

Penn fleshed out his March mate-
rial with a Richard Thompson cover
and a cover of the Everly Brothers
tunc, “The Price of Love.” Penn also
presented a new tune of his own,
“Wrong way Down.” This folky gem
teft little doubt that Penn’s next al-
bum whl be just as good as “March.”

Penn's music is the [ntlmate, per-
sonal sort that should be heard in
small venues like Salnt Andrew's
Hall. In other words, try to catch
him In concert naw, before everyone
clse finds out about him.

- Jill Hamilton

© Vudu Hippies

Vudu Hipples will perform on Monday.
Aprll 186, at Rlck's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For Informatlon, call §96-2747.

® Gringoes

Gringoes rform on Monday,
April 18, at thc Bllnd Pig, 208 S. Flrst,
:5“.'?5 Arbor. For Information, call 996-

® Sense of Smoll

Scnse of Smell will perform on Tues-
day, April 17, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
A7|m Arbar. For Information, call 996.
207

® Tha Volcano Sona

‘The Volcano Sens will perform on
Tuesday, April 17, at the Blind Pig, 208'S,
Fiest, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

o GX.W.

G.K.W. will perform along with guests,
Aural Sect, on Wednesday, April 18, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor.
For Informatlon, ¢a)l 663.7758.

® Bourgeoclale
Bourgeolsic wlll perform on Wednes-
day, April 18, ut Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
nn Arbor. For informatlon, call 996-

® Baby Blue

Baby Blue will perform Wednesday
through Saturday, April 1821, at Yester-
day's Bar, Days Hotel, 17017 W. Nine
Mile, Southfield, For Informatlan, call
557-4B00, ext. 2256.

® The Slmply You Bhow

The Simply You Show, featuring Azid
and Culture Shock, will take place
Wednesday, April 18, at the Blind Pig,
208 S. First, Ann Arber. For information.
call 996-8555,

@ Azh Can VanGogh

Ash Can VanGogh will perform on
Wednesday, April 18, at the Jukebox,
4616 Woodward, Royal Oak. For Infor-
mation, call 5452233,

® Rifte Sport

Rti ¢ Sport will perform with gucsts,
‘The Faithhealers, on Thursday, April 19,
at Club Heldelberg, 215 N. Main, Anp Ar-
bor. For information, call 663-7758.

@ Frank Allison & the Odd Sox

Frank Allison & the Odd Sox will per-
form with guests, Mr. Largebeat Exis-
tence, on Thursday, Aprll 19, at the Blind
Pig, 208 S. Flrst, Ann Arbor. For Infor-
‘mation, call 996-8555.

® Molt Juice

Mott Julce will perform on Thursday,
Aprll 19, a1 Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor, For informatlon, call 996-2747.

® 9lim Boys Inc.

Slim Boys Inc. wlit perform on Thurs-
day, April 19, at Key West, 170 W. Wyan-
dotte, one block east of Ouelette, Wind-
sor. For Information, call (519) 254-5131,

® Robl

Roba Roy will perform with guests,
Babylan Hotel, on Thursday, April 19, at
Key West, 24230 Slx Mile, Detroit. For
Informatlon, call 592-0090.

COLLEGE

@ Covinglons

Covingtons will perform with guests,
Neruo Beats, will perform on Friday,
April 20, o1 Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Can-
ll’lime!l 1-75. For Information, call 365-
5760.

® Ichabod Stowe

Ichabod Stowe will perform  with
guests, Frank Allison & the Odd Sox, on
Friday, April 20, at Finney's Pub, 3965
Woodward, Delroit. For information, call
831-8070.

© PautKoller-Cary Xochar Quartat

Pau) Ketler-Cary Kocher Quartel will
perform on Friday and Saturday, April
20-21, at Bird of Paradise, 207 §. Ashlcy.
Ann Arbor. For information, call 662-
8310,

® The Suspecls

The Suspects will perform on Friday.
April 20, a1 Sullys, 4758 Greenficld, Dear
born. For informatlan, call B46-5377,

® The foad House

The Road House will perform on Fri-
day, April 20, a1 Skylights, 49 Saginaw,
Pontiac, For information, call 334-9292.

® lodine Raincoats

Todine Raincoats will perform on Fri-
day, April 20, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 996
T

@ Dilferencu

Dilference will perform on Friday.
April 20, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996
8555,

@ Jasua Lizard

Jesus Lizard will perform with guests,
Mol Trifild, on Friday, April 20, at Club
Heldelberg, 215 N, Main, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 663-7758.

® Octobar

October will perform with guests, 4TR,
on Saturday, April 21, at Hamiramck
Pub, 2048 Canilf, off 1.75. For informa-
1lan, ¢all 365-9760.

® Granfation

Granfallon will perform on Saturday.
April 21, at Paycheek's Lounge, 2932
Caniff, Hamtramck. For information.
call B74.0254.

@ J.J.Cale

JJ. Cale will perform on Saturday,
April 21, at Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detrolt. For information, call
861-MELT.

@ Seduce

Seduce will perform on Saturday, April.
21, at Blondie’s, 21139 W. Seven Mile, De-'
troit. For Information, call 535-8108.
@ Rob Tyner

Rob Tyner will perform on Saturday,
April 21, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. Far informatlon, call 995
8955,

® Chissl Brothers

Chisel Brothers will perform on Satur-
day, April 2, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For informatlon. call 94-
2747,

LOCAL

Here are the top 10 albums recelving
atrplay on WHFR-FM 89.3, campus sta
tlon of Henry Ford Communlty College bt
Dearborn.

. "Flood,” They Might Be Glants.

. “Vidlater,” DePeche Mode.
"Showtlme,” Nitzer Ebb,

"Decp,” Peter Murphy.

“Extricaie,” The Fall.

“Blow,” Red Lorry Yellow Lorry.
“Blim,” The Gear.

“Pretty Hate Machine,” Nloe Incl
ils,

hack, Ding.” See Dick Ran.

. *1 Do Not Want What ! Haven't Got,"
Slncad O'Conoor.

Here are the top 10 songs recelving alr-
play on WORB-FM's “Contamination anc’
Corroslon,” which Is heard 7:8:30 p.m. il
ternating Thursdays.

1. “Knuckle Sandwich,” Orange

lerand
4 “Epsllon on the Har‘lwn, Bone MA-

54 "lnoking at You,” Viv Akauldren,

6. *“The Mad Scientlst,” Laughing Hieks.
7.“Cardhouse,” Granlallon.

B. “Get Down and Double Check,” Blg
Chief.

9. “Let Me Down," The Colors.

10."Lala Land," Hlappy Deathmen.

‘A VIEW FROM
3RD STREET

— Jude Cole

Funny, when we look out the win-
dow, we usually sce Lhe postman
stulling our mailbox or the neigh-
bors' dog leaving its mark en our
yard, Jude Cole looks out hls window
and sees relationshlps. Go flgure,

His 10 songs on Reprise records
are not that hord to declpher,
though. Most of “A View from 3rd
“Street” is about love — same good
“and some gone bad — and friend-
ships. Stop us if you've heard this one
.before.

Sorry, but Cole Is no great Iyricist,
He sounds like a greeting card sing-
JIng such preclous lines tke “I can
‘still hear your volee falllng down
wlth the ral

Cole wrole most of these songs
while holed up In a second-floor
apartment overlooking a Los Ange.
les thoroughfare. What connection
.that has with the subject matter of
'these numbers Is beyond us.

But make no mistake, this stuff s
radlo ready, dressed up in the finest
.fock, thythm & blues and pop. This
~album, If anything, Is a gullty plea-
sure on Its production qualily alone.

Cole's husky volee !s wrenched
ylu: ‘emotlon. At least he belleves In
whnl ho sloga,

‘. “Compared to Nothlng” la
bonltlde hlt In the making. Cole's

Thagn e LB e

guitar work on this album is skillful
and diverse,

The problem s that It sounds too
much llke everything else thrown
down our throats by AOR radio in
the last 10 years, Off the top, one cnn
hear Richard Marx, Chris Rea,
Corey Hart and John Cougar Mellcn-
camp in his music to name a few,

Can one blame him, though? This
1s“the kind of stulf the radio pro-
grammers go ga-ga over. It's a prov.
en formula,

— Larry O'Connor

VERY
— Cuppa Joe

When someont says that an album
by a local band Is “good,” what they
really mean Is that the album is
good for a local band. In other
words, the songs arc probably pass.
able (but not really up to national
standards), the sound quallty is OK
(considering it was probably record-
ed In somcone’s garage studlo) and
the playing Is pretty decent {for a
bunch of kids).

“Very" by Cuppa Joe Is an out.
standing album, no matter what
standards |t is held up to. In other
words, don't buy “Very" because it s
done by a local band and It Is patriot-
lc to buy stuff by local groups, buy

“Very” because It 1s a great album.

‘The sound quality is as good as
any national release you can find In
your [riendly nelghborhood album
mart and the songs are 8o likeable as
10 be almost addicting.

Cuppa Joe plays "Mugga Fugga”
musle, which: to the uninitlated
means upbeat, thythmlc tunes witha
generous dose of wild ska thrown in
for good measure.

Anyone who has scen the band
play at a club around town knows
that Cuppa Joe puls on a great show.

The encrgy and fun of thelr songs
translate well anto vinyl,

Rlck King and Kelly Collins share
vocals on “Very," sometimes singing
solo and sometlmes singing harmo-
nies for cach other. King's voice
sounds like a mixture of Elvis Cos-
tello and Ranking Roger back in the
days of the English Beat, clrea the
album Special Beat Surface.

Actually, the comparisons be-
tween Cuppa Joe and the English
Beat aren’t only with Ranking Roger
and King. The general mood of the
up-tempo songs on ‘Very" would
secm quite at home on an English
Beat album. These are fun songs —
good for parties, driving In the car,
dancing for any occasion where a
{un albm would be appropriate.

Local music fanatics are already
beglnnlng to discover Cuppa. Joe'n

h brew of cool tunes -
'ﬂme" Is getting alrplay on WDTR's
*“Delroit Muslc Scene."But, don't be
disillusioned, the rest of the music on

“Very” s pretty much what lt

sounds like it is — cool,
tunes that have a way of staying ln
your head and on ymu' turntable.
Hamilton

DREAMING
IN DETAIL

— Shaking Family

Does anyone a band

T e

called Lone Justice, which !M(urcd
the wonderful vocals of Maria
Mckee? They opened for U2 on one
of thelr US. tours, had one
mederately successful LP and
plnyed a whoopdl-q brand of coun-
try-tin| rocl rock-touched
eoumry. if you lke." Well they split
up in favor of Marla Mekee' 's superi-
or solo career, and here we have a
band stepping in to claim thelr va-
cant sound spot, Shaking Family's
LP on Elektra !s steering down the
Lone Justice road.

The Family's genre [s a mish-
mash of aggressive, guitar driven
songs with brash and sassy vocals
from Barbara Carter, who Is also

he chanting o! u:e damned. ZECT;
ing to a black scab of land, scatter-
ing the dust-blood of man/Streets of
hot coals: will your feet not burn?/
Heart up in smoke: will your breast
not burn?/Deliver me Power and
Glory/Deliver me from the Pald
horse and rider Source ol decaylng
desire.”
What? Did 1 miss something?
Maybe Ozzy Osbourne writes theip
lyrics. T just eannot pleture anybody
alnging along in the showerll!
be falr, this is probably the
wnm example of thelr lyrk: al
though the bat exw:ds 0 coge
1 eome w0

one of the main

collabo-
rutlng rrulnly with gultarist Vince
Emm rter’s vocals are some-
what mmlnlsccnt of Nanc! Wilson of
Heart ' fame around the perlod of
their first album.

Desplte this general appeal, the
quality of songwriling and overall
sound is wmcwhal unmemorable.:

Lyrically, the Family are fairly
obtuse, For example: “Gathering the
bones of the hanged, pandering to

you In slmple supplication, and*§
stand tall, Beside you in that hal,
leading to that plnnn whem'emn:
it all” Not exactly a broad range. '~
So desplte the initial attractive-
ness of the sound, with the mundane
songs and “Dreaming
Detail” has to get-a thmh dmrs.
Gene. Until next time;
seats. ..



