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Eyesore
decor

Today's "Ask the Decorator* ques-
tion comes from Phyllis Somfak of
Sterling Helghts:

“} have recently been dlagnosed as
having Fashlon Trends Recognition
Deficit. My doctor says the only cure
Is a tastebud transplant from a Bir-
mingham saclalite, Trouble is, only
as fow potential donors die each
month and the entire city of Fern-

"dale is on a waiting list ahcad of me,
“I'm writing you for a second opln-

jon.’
With that, Phyllis launched Into
history: i}

Karl Nilsson

to switch to a newer, hotter trend?™
Without bothcring to reply, I im-
mediately dialed the local design po-
lice who ralded her home within
minutes. What's left of her furniture
has now been taken Into protective
custody and placed in a foster home.
As shocking as her offense was, a
search warrant revealed Mrs. Som-
Jak was on the verge of committing
an even more horrible crime ~— “The
Santa Fe Look.” Pollce uncovered
stacks of mall-order catalogs filled
wlth hard.core items guaranteed (o
“lend Mair to any de-

er
we inherited my uncle's furniture,
deseribed in his will as ‘priceless an-
tiques.' Well, It was cbvious to me
this uncomfartable, out-of-date junk
dldn't mateh anything in our trailer.
Fortunately, 1 was able 1o Irade
something called a Louis XIV ar-
maolre for two bean bag chairs and a

. brass elephant.

“My uncle’s dining table was

‘made by seme dudes, called the

Shakers, and I'm not surprised be-
cause they sure couldn’t cut a

“stralght line or use Formlca, To

brighten it up, we made a collage of
our favorite plstols from ‘Guns &
Ammo' magazine, then poured po-
lyurethane over it.

“AT FIRST I wanted to use the otd
stuff for fire wood, but I noticed the

corl” Among the obscene materials
offercd were:

@ CACTUS DOORSTOP — “A
minlature Southwestern landscape
captured In cast [ron. Beautiful
desert colors are handpalnted be-
cause we can't think of a cheaper
way todo it.”

® Pucblo Nightlight — “Cheery
light shines through the windows of
this native Amerlcan home. Indivl-
duatly slgned by the artist who can’t
afford electriclty on what we pay
him.”

® Cyote Mlrror — “Woeden
frame features ubiquitous coyote
howlling about hls royalties, plus sa-
gebush moss stapled on. Costs virtus
ally nothing to make, but frresistible
to Midwesterners at any price.”

® Adobe — “Terra

Frank Lloyd Wright
chalr made a great scratching post
for my cats. Llkewlse, our Hep-
plewhite chest made a decent work-
bench once we found & way to mount
the drill press.

“Belleve me nothing was wasted.

cotta replica of Pueblo village on
strlngs. Each time the breeze plays a
plaintive Indian song, you'll remem-
ber paying tripple what [t's worth."
# Arizona Welcome mat — “Du-
rable and colorful, this ancient Zapo-

Even those ugly little pre-Ce
statues came tn handy when we ran
out of pop battles for target practice.
“Now here comes the part that
proves the doctor Is wrong about
me. I sprayed every stick of furnl-
ture with two-tone spatter paint! I
saw it at a cralts show and today 1
have the only faux-granite Misslon
rocker In the nelghborhood,
“Unfortunately, no matter how
much palnt I squirt on our Chippen-
dale sofa, it keeps flaking off the
cushions when I sit down. Is it time

tek deslgn pi a powerful
curse of death on encyclopedia sales-
men.”

The list goes on, but clearly some-
thing must be done to stop thlis {lood
of desert dreck before It's too late.

Why not a spectal tax? For in-
stance, unless you ran a Mexlcan
restaurant, it would be illegal to pos-
sess a Navajo rug wlithout a llcense.

The revenues could be used for our
new ad campalgn: *“Just Say No (o
Santa Fe.”

Our intrepid Street Scene reporter is always looking for the
i nd i Jrom

unusual and

Marilyn
mystique

Some like it hot and the
Marllyn Monroe mystique is
still hot atier all these
years. Bring the legend into
your home with this 18-inch
hand-palnted ceramic vase
by local artist Jamie Bakka.
Besides being commis-
sioned for portraits, Bakka
uses ceramics and clothing
as aconvas. Readon. . .

readers and entrepreneurs. Send those to this column in care
of this newspaper, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, or call
591-2300, Ext. 313,

ai

All tied up

An unusual tie con be a
conversation piece as these
three zany beauties can at-
test to, The M&Ms styleis a
sweet choice especially
since this is the 50th anni-
versary of the “Melt-in-
your-mouth, not.in-your-
hand” candy company, Or
there's the Medicine Chest
style (right) for health nuis.
$25-549. Other versions in-
clude Corn on the Cob,
Fruits and Veggles and Sin-~
gles Want Ads. Campus

Smoker vs. nonsmoker: Who's right?

Dear Ma. Schiff,

I read with interest your recent
article on smokiog and its impact
and cost to society. As a clgar
smoker, I hove, of course, a vested
interest. Yet, I belicve you/soclety's
premise Is flawed.

Yes, I believe lifestyles do cause
Increased costs o society ln general.
But nt what level do we take direet
action? If taken at face velue, oo
ane should be allowed to live in the
earthquoke prone arcas of Callfor-
ula or the burricane alley sections of
the South, Indeed, closer to home,
those that choose (can afford) to llve
along lakes that flood with Il winds
cost us all a great deal. How about
those who arc overwelght? Then toa,
1hose whose genetie makeup portend
high chance of baving a handicapped
child — shouldn't.

Yes, smoking most tikely Is barm-
ful, but then Hving fn the Detrolt
area, with s high air pollution, is
mare dangerous than many areas.

By the way, when was the last
fime you saw anyone on the free.

ways dolng 555 miles per hour — cn-
dangering us all, causing high insur-
nrce costs, not to mentlon wasting
preclaus fuel? Surcly, these people
should be Jalled!

Some nonsmokers tend to be quite
smug about thelr own cholces, poss!-
bly not as obvious, but Just ax costly
to soclety. But the ncxt fat person
who complaias will get an carful!

Anyway, what this country is all
about is cholce, not the lowest com-
man denominator,

Slacerely,
EdC,

Dear Ed,

1 enjoyed your letter. Many of the
things you say are so true that 1 had
to laugh. I hope other readers will
enjoy it as much as 1did.

You make many good points and I
do not want to detract from an ex-
cellent letter with further com-
ments,

Barbara

Dear Barbara,

Barbara Schiff

1 am so disappolnted that you took
such a phitosophical, even-handed
appraach fo the topic of smoking.

Don't you understand the harards?
Michigan Is the sickest state in all
the natlon fa terms of heart discase,
stroke and cancer. These are all dis.

cases which are negatively affccted
by smoking. The biggest rise In the
price on a aew car Is caused by in-
crease in health costs.

People who smoke pollute the air
around tkem for everyonc, The state
should and must take some responsi-
bility for Insuring the betterment of
clvilization. As I sald, I was most
disappainted.

M.P.

Dear M.P.,

1 was surprised that yours was the
anly letter that I reccived with very
strong emotlons against smoklng, 1
am happy to print it 2long with & pro
seclf-determination lctter. Even
though You are disappointed, 1 will
stick by my premise that there are
two gond sides (o this dilemma.

Barhara

If you have a question or a
comment for Barbara Schiff,
trained therapist and experi-
enced counselor, send it to Street
Sense, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
18150,

1990 swimsuits:
Bare and bold,
but individual

Continued from Paga 1

or weight of the swimsuit materlal
until you open up your brown paper
envelope and yell “YIKES!"

What you thought you saw isn't al-
ways what yow'll get. And more of-
ten than not, mail order swimsuits
are pretty generie, meaning they are
manufactured In mass In countries
like Korea and Talwan where stand-
ards aren't always regulated and
quality is inconsistent.

“J ordered a two-plece sult from a
swimsult catalog,” said Adrla Bir-
coll of West Bloomfleld. “It looked
so good In the pleture, and I llked
that you could order the tops and
bottoms In dlfferent sizes, but when 1
got It, the fabrle was flimsy.

“{ know it won't last through too
many dips in the pool,”

Another woman ordered a swim-
stit by mail. The one she received
was cheaply made, with threads
hanging {rom it, and had snags in the
l;ﬂ[a;lc. She was tald no refunds, she
sald,

Most women shop for thelr swim-
suits when the mood hits them. It's
not samething you can do in a hurry,

To make the process casler, (s o
good fdea to wear simple clothing,
such as pull-on sweatpant when
shopping for a swimsuit, Forego the
pantyhase for socks, if you actually
wear it. (The control top style could
trick you Into thinking your pot belly
doesn’L show.)

Another lmportant factor to con-
slder when buying a sult Is to declde
what kind of sult it is. Is It an all-
purpose, functlonal swimsult for

golng Into the water as well as lay-
ing in the sun, or Is it the kind of sult
that you need to keep dry and is
more sultable for fancy pool parties
;vh:re you do no more than wet your
eet?

FINALLY, WITH so many choic-
cs, It's best to go with your own In.
stinet rather than relying on the ad-
vice of a salesperson who is likely (¢
tell you look terrific in a swimsull
that makes you look lke an ostrich.

If you really have a tough time
finding a suit that fits your body and
1lfestyle, you might try a custom-
made suit, llke those avallable at
Beach Bound in Farmington Hills,
‘Thelr made-to-measure suits are no
more expeisive than most designer
suits founc in department stores and
you ean select you own fabric.

Men have never suffered the ago-
ny of swimsult shopping. For most
guys, last year's trunks will still be
in style for years to come. But for
fashionable men who want to update
thelr poolslde wardrobe, bright col-
ors and patterns are very in,

Longer trunks, commonly called
Jams, are very popular as well as
the Spandex biker shorts-style
trunks. There also are a few his and
hers coordinates which are a fun
way to head for the beach, if you're
young and In love.

advice, you should have no problem
shopping for a swimsuit in 1996, so
good luck!

Thanks so much

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/siatf photogtaphor

For a change of pace, Ury a fiery orange one-piece with shirred
With so many cholces and all this  bust and evening gov'/n straps by Gottex (S84 from Don Thom-

as Sporthaus).

It took a bit of this and a bit of in Farmington Hills, who did the
that to produce Street Scene's fourth models’ halr and makeup, respec-
annual swimsuit edition, tively.

Street Scene would like to thank
the Courtyard by Marriott in South-  And thanks also goes to Joe's
field, which provided the location Army Navy Surplus Company Inc. in
and Adria Bircoll and Naney Royal Oak, which supplled the para-|

Praszkler, both of the Danle! J Salon chute for background use.

© O&E Sports—more than just the scores @

Shop, 116 N. W

Phone 642-1965.

al you, kid

When Bogie and Ingrid
starred In “Casa 8lanca,”
they created quite a stir.
Artist Baokka is creating
quite a stir by painting Hol-
lywood personalities on
tuxedo jackets for both
men and women. You can
pick the starlet or artistic
design of your choice, The
high profile art tuxedo sells
for $150 and Is available at
Jammie Bakka's Art Studio,
124 S, Woodward. Coll 845-
2363,
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Spring Brea

A pause in the othenwise hectic scason of the vemal
equinox when advertisers all over the area play, relax and
do silly things—knowing their message is drawing attention
{and business} in SPRING, the network of 39 Detroit
suburban newspapers. o

SPRING

One cafl, One order. One ad, One sillion readers.
One heck-olarbray.

Dick Brady
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