STREET CRACKS

Hobson:;
His forte
is magic

By Loraino McClish
stall writer

‘OBSON HAS BEEN mixing
the business of his magle-
comedy act and the plea-
sure of vislting the folks

back home ali month.

Last week he wus bewildering the
audlences with hls sleight of hand in
Windsor's Komedy Karner.

This week he'll be stupelying the
crowds in Allen Park's Jocy's, and
then he'll repeat the process next
weck In Livonia's Joey's.

“It’s more than a maglc show. it's
more than a comedy show,” Hohson
said, “Slelght of hand is my forte, no
question about that. But sometlmes
the magic acts and particularly the
illusiens are very Inicnse.

“'And no matter how good they are
they can get too Intense. They can
even get baring so you've got to
break It up with some comedy.

Hobson describes his comedy as
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Hobson's torte is sleight of
hand, which he mixes with
comedy that's “off-the-wall,
tongue in cheek.”

“off-the-wall, tongue in cheek.” 1t Is,
he sald, “a little sarcastic some-
times. And sometimes out-and-out
crazy like my fire cating card
tricks."

“IUs hard to explaln; 1 guess you
have to see It,” he sald,

HOBSON GREW up as Jeff Hob-
son on Detrolt’s northeast slde where
he became fasclnated with magle at
the age of scven. By the age of 12 he
was winning competitions and
racked up quile a number of them
for the next few years.

Then, alt of his after-school time

COMEDY CLUBS

while attending Lutheran High
School East In Harper Woods, was
spent elther honing hls trade or per-
forming, “mostly performing,” he
said.

‘The year 1990 marks his 10th year
as a professlonal.

In the meantime he has performed
for most of the Forlune 500 compa-
nies, a host of conventions and has
been the opening act for Roy Clark,
Lee Granwood, Barbara Mandrell,
Steve Allen and Phyllls Diller.

He is a {requent performer in Las
Vegas, Reno, Tahoe and on cruise
ships, and all of his shows Include
audience participation.

1n January he moved to Los Ange-
les because there were more oppor-
(unties for him there — where he Is
known as simply Hobson.

“It's only in Detroit where they
still call me Jeff and you can call me
Jefl,” he sald.

The most important facet in his
carcer was being asked to appear on
Show Time Comedy Club Network.
The scgment he's in will air April 27.

“This Is the biggie," he said, "“This
s major stuff. Watch it."

Hobson will perform Wednes-
day through Saturday, April 18-
21, at Joey's Comedy Club and
Sports Emporium, Southfield
Road, Allen Park, Show times are
4:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thurs.
dayand 8 and 1036 p.an. Froday
and Saturday. For information,
call 382-7041,

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send the information fo:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.

® Chaplin's East

Paula Poundstone along with Pe.
ter Berman and Steve Mitchell wilt
perform Wednesday through Satur-
day, Apeil 18-21, at Chaplin's East,
34244 Groesbeck, Fraser. Show
times are 830 p.m. on Wednesday
and Thursday, B:30 and 10:30 p.m.
Fridoy and Saturday. For informa-
tion, call 792.1902.

® Chaplin’s West
Amazing Jonathon, along with
Tommy Chuan and Mario Sclortina,
will
. April 10-14, at Chaplin’s West, 16890
+ ‘Telegraph, south of Six Mile, Detrait,
. Show thmes are 8:30 p.m. Tucsday-
‘Thursday, 8 and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For information, call
! 533-8866.

@ Chaplin’

perform Tuesday-Saturday, P

Saturday, April 18-21, at Jocy's
Comedy Club and Sports Emporjum,
Southfleld Road, Allen Park. Show
times are 8:30 p.m, Wednesday and
Thursday and 8 and 10:30 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday, For information,
call 382-7041,
® Joey's Livonia

Gary Hordwick will perform
Wednesday-Saturday, April 18-21, at
Joey's Comedy Club, 36071 Plym-
outh Road, east of Levan, Livonla,
Show tlmes are 9 p.m. Thursday and
Friday and 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, For reservations, call 261-

0555,
® Holly Hotel

are 8 p.m. Thursday, 8 and 10:30
p.m. Friday and Saturday. For infor-
matlon, call 623-6500.
® Looney Bin
Tony Hayes will perform with
Danny Gray and Elllot Brandt
Thursday-and Saturday, April 18-2t,
at the Wolverine and Looney Bin
Restavrant and Comedy Club, 1655
Glengary, Walled Lake. Show times
are 9 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and
8 and 10:16 p.m. Saturday. For more
information, calt 669-8374.
® Bea's Comedy Kitchen
Skecter Murray, Downtown Tony
Brown and Steve Bell will perform

Jeanette Barber Thursday-Satur.
day, April 12-14, at Holly Hotel, 110
Battle Alley, Holly. Show times are
8:30 p.m. Thursday and 8:30 (no
smoking show Friday only) and 10:30
.m. Friday and Saturday. For infor-
matlon, call 634-1891.
® Miss Kitty's

Charlie Wiener will perform with
John Dacosse Thursday-Saturday,
Aprll 19-21, at Miss Kitty's Comedy
Club, Long Branch Restaurant, 595
N. Lapeer Road, Ox{ord. Show times

Friday and April 20-21, at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
Detrolt. Show times are 8:30 and 11
p.m. For information, call 961-2581.

@ Mainstreet

Jobn Riggl will perform Friday-
Saturday, April 20-21, at Malnstrect
Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Liberty,
Ann Arbor. Show times are 8:30 and
11 p.m. Friday and 7, 9 and 11 pm.
Saturday. For Informatlon, call 996-
9080,

plin’s Ply
Tim Rowland will perform
.. Wednesday-Saturday, Aprll 18-21, at
Chaplin's Plymouth In the Radlsson,
14707 Northville Road, Plymouth.
Showtimes are 8:30 p.m. Wednesday
and Thursday, 8:30 and 10:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For Informa-
tion, call 454-4680.

© Comedy Castle
. Frankle Pace wlll perform with
Tim Lilly Tuesday-Saturday, April
17-21, at the Comedy Castle, 269 E.
Fourth, Royal Qak. Show tlmes 8
p.m. Tuesday-Thursday and 8 and
‘» 10:45 p.m, Friday-Saturday. For res-
ervations, call 542-9800.

@ Joey's Allen Park
Habson will perform Wednesday-
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any ference,
butyourcountrywill,
The five minutes you
spend registering with
Selective Scrviceat the post
office won't change you.
Butitwill makeadifference
to your country. So when
you turn 18, reglster with
Selective Scrvice. Jt 'squick.
It'seasy. And it’s thelaw.
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ferry docks to our front door;
*A ong-of-a-kind welcome basket,
*A 30-minute island orientation;

Fort Mackinac;

3-Day Package Rate

body on a great Spring Fling!

Come to Mission Point Resort on Mackinac Island,
With our special Spring Fling package, you'll enjoy:
*An enchanting horse<lrawn carriage ride from the

oA tour of historic

*A scenic island carriage tour;
*One day bicycle rental;
*Contls 1 breakfast both i
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sDinner one evening,
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Comics
try for
laughs

By Bob Sadlor
spocial wrller

} Detroit is any indlcation, the na-
tional comedy m is showing no
signs of decllne.

Ninty people who aspire to the
comedle blg time showed up at
Chaplin's East April 5 for the chance
to be In the annual Johnnle Walker
National Comedy Search. The sole
survivor of the day's competitlon
would receive a $1,000 cheek and a
trip for two to the finals in Los Ange-

les.

The Detrolt turn-out is quite an in-
crease from last y2ar when 55 took
to the stage at Chaplin's.

“The amount of people who
showed up Is indlcative of the come-
dy boom here in Detrolt,” said John
Yoder, owner of Funny Business
comedy club In Kalamazoo and a
booking agent for more than 2,600
comics. “IU's doubled In size In the
last few years,

“Detrolt is really going to be a
source of a lot of creatlve comedy
now for the whole country. There's a
lot of good talent here (hat needs to
be seen,”

Two comlcs with local connections
who were lookIng to be scen that day
were Lowell Sapders and Norm
Stulz, Both survived the the day's au-
ditlens, 2 difficult, pressure-packed
two-minute set and found them-
selves In the evenlng's flnals.

1 did a 6%-minute bit In two min-
utes,” sald Stulz who lives in Holly
with his family. “It's difficult, but
I'm geuting better at i,

IN THE TIME before the finals,
the comics sat in the lounge and
pondered their best eight-minute
routlnes, One was pacing nervously.
Sanders was nowhere to be found,
arrlving late and learning upon his
arrlval that he would be the first
comice to perform — the graveyard
shift, The rest of the comles
appeared pretty loose, sitting around
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Lowell
move up to top spot in the
Johnnie Walker comedy com-
petition this year after tinish.
ing second last year, but lost
out to funny men from Chica-
go.

Sanders hoped

trading "“war*' staries.

Stulz was gabbing wlth a fellow
competitor, his frlend Rocky La-
Porte. Born in Brooklyn and now Hv-
Ing in Chicage, LaPorte is a comedic
“[tallan Stallion,” complete with the
deadpan look and the thick Italian
aceent.

Despite being in comedy only a
few years, LaPorte alrcady has ap-
pearances on “The Pat Sajak Show,”
“Comic Strip Live" and “Evening at
the Improv" under hls belt. He was
at Chaplin’s for the same event last
year, making the evening {lnals but
not placing the the top two.

“People have called me a clean
Andrew Dice Clay, but I don't like
being compared to him,” LaPorte
sald. "1 think he's very raunchy.”

Stulz and LaPorte talk about their
earller auditions like two soldiers
back from a tour on the front lines.

“It's crazy,” LaPorte said. "Com-
jes (the audience for the auditions)
aren't the caslest people in the world
to make laugh.”

Stulz agreed.

*MOSTLY, THEY just ned,” he
satd. “If you've got a bunch of com-

Ics nodding, you're killing them,”

« Flnally, It’s time. Bud Friedman,
founder of The Improvisation chaln
of comedy clubs, takes the stage to
get the show off the ground. Fried-
man Is the most notable of the judg-
s for the finals, which also included
his wife, John Yoder, a talent coordi-
nator for “Star Search,” z Lansing
club ewner and a couple of local ra-
dio personallties.

Sanders, who placed second In the
Detrolt finals last year, get intro-
duced. He talks about the difference
between living In bls native Detroit
and hls new home, Los Angeles,
Mentioning his previous membership
In the UAW, he gets laughs with
“UAW here today means you ain't
worklng.”

All in all, the consistently funny
set Sanders delivered was made
even better by the fact that he faced
the crowd flrst.

Three lackluster comics come and
go and now, it's time jor LaPorte.

“1 grew up In a tough neighbor-
hood . . . Cambodia,” he sald to open
his set. Looking at home, wearing a
denlm jacket, blue jeans and New
York Yankees T-shirt, La Porte
works the crowd well through his ob-
servation on drive-in theaters, De-
troit pigeons (“They're so big, they
look like pigs with wings."), first
dates and growing up in Catholic
schools.

STULZ CAME out in the seventh
stot, talklng like a machine gun. His
reputatlon as “Michigan’s premiere
storyteller” was earned under much
more relaxed circumstances. His set
Is primarliy geared around the sub-
Jects of marrlage, sex and growing
up with sisters, particularly hls older
sister Linda,

“] thought she had a speech
mpediment for 14 years. She could
only say three werds, *“Norman did

After all 10 comics completed
thelr sets, the judges tabulated the
points while Tony Hayes, last year's
Johnnle Walker Detreit winner, per-
formed.
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WHERE STEAKS ARE SO TENDER,
YOU CAN CUT THEM WITH A STICK.

Bnng yout birhday paty of four of more 10 KYOTO
and we'll freal you to the lesser pncec ontree FREE. H wil be sliced. diced and
si22i0d right before your ayes. and i you really noed a hnife, that's on us too.
REN CEN (ad]acent to The Westin Hotel)
DEARBORN (at Fairlane Center)

TROY (West Blg Beaver Road)

FARMINGTON HILLS (across trom Novi Hilton)
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Japunese Steuk House

FREE

during the month of APRIL

567-9600
593-3200

648-8340
348-7900
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TOURS ING

« Round trip airfare via scheduled airlines
« Inter [sland flights (Hawaii)
= Professional native escort

« To-your-room baggage handling
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PRESENTS THREE 1990 VACATIONS

*Tour with others in your community » Visit exciting ptaces + Make friends

2

« Fine resort hotels
« Sightseeing (see brochurs)
« Airport hotel transfers
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CARIBBEAN

CRUISE

AND FLORIDA TOUR

19 $1189

DEPARTS BASED ON DOUBLE
OCT. 17,1900  OCCURNCYRLS

Inciudos:_Epcot, Disnayworkd,
MGM, Evarglades Alr Boat
Ride,Miam| Boach Fronl Hotol, 7
Nights o0 CARIB with ports of St.

Thomas, St. John, San Juan and
Puorto Plata. J
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(HAWAIIL

15
GLORIOUS DAYS
Vislting all 4 main

Istands .

DEPARTS
MAY 8 AND
MAY 15, 1990

1374

(CALIFORNIA

SAN FRANCISCO
LOS ANGELES
BIG SUR COASTLINE
TV TAPING AND MORE!

9 DAYS

DEPARTS
JuLy 10, 1990
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brochures, call our TRAVEL DESK at:
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