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LTU competition names state spelling champ

By Tim Smilh
stalf writor

11 al first you don't succeed, . . .
make surc the spelling bee judges
didn’t make a mistake themselves.

That strategy pald off for 13-year-
old Nathan Erb of Lapecr's Zemmer
Junlor High, who Tuesday wen the
annual statewlde bee cosponsored by
Lawrence Technologleal University.,

In (he sixth round, Nathan disput-
cd the judges' origlnal call that he
misspelled a word, and asked them
to listen Lo the tape,

Upon listening, the panel declded
they heard the candldate wrong the
first time, It thought Nathan spelled

hy" instead of

chy.”

The reversal enabled him to make
it to the final round agalnst runnerup
Lana Zacharczuk, of Marshalt Junior
High in Westland. He correctly
spelled  “huckstering,” then the
clincher, “knickknacky ."

“I THOUGHT I was right," sald
Nathan about his dispute with the
judges. “I dldn't want to lose on it."

Upon capturing the spelling bee,
Nathan exhaled and wiped bis brow
in relfef.

Despite  Erb's win, candldates
from the Observer & Eccentric area
fared well in the bee, which included
a ficld of 36 area winncrs, all in
grades 5-8.

Three of the final slx survivors
were from the area. They included

ter ol the

LTU-hosted spelling bee, at [east until being eliminated in the

seventh round.

, Troy . of
Boulan Park Middle School In Troy,
and Llvenia’s Liz Pagel, of St. Paul's

Lutheran Schoal.

“I could have studled a little hard-
er," sald Stanlchuk, who misspelled
“expatlate” In the ninth round. “I
knew that word. I don't know why 1
missed it."

Zacharczuk, meanwhile, sald she
didn't sce "huckstering,” the word
she was eclimlnated on, durlng her
lengthy review of word lists with her
famlly In preparatlon for the bee.

“1 DIDN'T know that word. I
dldn't sce it on any of the lists,” satd
Lana, who picked up a thesaurus,
1990 World Almanac and dictionary
{or finlshing second,

Livonta's Pagel, also climlnated in
the ninth round, said she was “just
glad to get this far.”

Even those who were knocked out
carly, such as Sean Galloway of East
Hills Middle School in Bloomfletd
Hllls, had to win earller contests in
their classes, grades, schools and re-
gions to reach LTU.

“1 knew every word that was
golng to be in the fInals,” by studying
three hours a day with his mother,
Galloway said.

Unfortunately for him, the word
he was etlmlinated from the bee on
{"commination”) was not among
those he studied.

“The word 1 got wrong was enc of
the intermediate words. 1 guess
that's why I lost,” he explained.

ALSO COMPETING were Joscph
Kirkland, of Farmington's Beahan
Junlor High School, Tanesha Black-
mon, of People’s Community Baptist

According to Carol
Kirkland of
Farmington, she was
a “'wreck” in the days
leading up to
Tuesday's statewide
spelling bee. But her
son, Joseph, was fine,
she said.

Church in Westland and Michelle
Perez, of Avondale Middle School in
Rochester Hllls. Kirkland was elimi-
nated in the seventh round, the oth-
ers bn the eighth,

Accordlng to Klirkland's mother
and spelliag coach, Carol, the sev-
enth grader was the caim one in the
weeks of preparatlon leading up to
the bee. “I was a wreck, he was
fine.”

Carol Kirkland said the impor-
tance of being a good speller and
reader has been emphasized in her
family since her children were
small,

Several of the candidates said a
byproduct of such good spelllng hab-~

Its is the oppartunity to leave bulky
dictionaries behlnd.

“You don't have to look it up all
the time,” Zacharczuk said.

Regardless, a dictlonary was one
of Erb's prizes for winning. Others
Included 2 set of encyclopedias and
an all-cxpenses-pald trip to Washing-
ton D.C., where the national spelling
bee will be hetd.

NATHAN, WHEN asked what hls
secret to success was, modestly de-
clared, “hard work and luck.”

Esxperience also helped him, Erb
said, The student competed In the
1989 LTU bee, which was won by,
Rabln Covey.

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

@ suspect arraigned

An employee of the St. Vincent
and Sarah Fisher Center in Farming.
ton Hills was arraigned in Oakland
County Clrcuit Court in connection
with the sexual assault of a center
volunteer,

Appearing before Circult Judge
Jesstea Cooper March 22, Jerome
Edward Palton, 27, of Detrolt,
pleaded not gullty to assault with in-
tent to commit criminal sexual con-
duct-third degree {involving penetra-
tion) — a 10-year felony.

Cooper continued Patton's $5,000
personal recognizance bond. A pre-
trlal hearing Is scheduled for Thurs--
ay.

The victim, a woman in her 20s, Is
a center volunteer.

© driver ticketed

A 30-yecar-otd Westland man was
ticketed for possessing narcotics
paraphernalia when a baggie of co-
caine residue and two plastic syr-
inges were found during a traffic

Following an internal g
tion, the center put Patton on a leave
of abscnce, with pay, pending out
come of the crlminal charge, a cen-
ter spokeswoman sald.

The alleged assault look place
Feb. 20 In a kltchen storage room. It
was reported to the center's admin-
istratlon the next day and to the po-
llce Feb. 22, Patton, who has worked
at the center for more than a year,
was arrested March 2.

stop at Drake Road and 12 Mile
day, F Hitls police
sald.

® marijuana seized

A 19.ycar-old Howell man who
Redford Township police arrested on
a felony warrant Wednesday in the
parking lot of the Ralnbow Park Mo-
tel, 30691 Grand River, faces a mar-
fjuana possession charge In Farm-
Ington Hills.

Veteran city employee
remembered as helper

By Casoy Hana
stalf writer

Jim Burke s remembered as a
captain of firefighters and an ace
: mechanle.

He always helped those who need-
*ed ¢, his daughter Coleen Weed said
Thursday. "“He helped everybody
that he knew — whalever they need-
ed," she said.

The longtime Farmington clty em-
“ployee and part-time Farmington
Hllls firefighter died Wednesday of 2

heart attack, just one day before his
sard blrthday. He was borm, lived
,and died in the same house on Lake-
way Street In the city of Farming-
ton, which his parents had purchased
in the 1930s.

A memorlal service is scheduled
for today at 1 p.m. at the Heeney-
Sundquist Funcral Home in down-
‘town Farmington. His remalns were
to be cremated.

“P've known Jim Burke nearly my
entire career in Farmington,” said

Hills lauds

i News briefs from the Farming-
ston and Farmingion Hills city
- halls will appear regulariy in this

column,

- ® FARMINGTON HILLS
@ Lant week was National Com-

munity Development Block Grant
. Week In Farmington Hills, as 8o de-
+ clared by Mayor Jean Fox.
©The Community Development
- Block Grant Program provides local
- governments with the resources re-
uired to meet the needs of h;:v- a]:;g

erate-income  persons. al

benelits "nelnhuborhmbt‘l:d .no':
- profit organizations ughout the
< rmuon to address pressing neighbor-
- hood and human service needs.”
% In recent years, the federal gov-
* ernment has reduced federal assist-
< ance to the program. But during ihis
o3y the i sopRly of
- evid y the dw g supp!
: affordable housing, the maxsive rise

2
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“Jim used to do a lot of
work on our trucks. He
took a lot of pride in
keeping the vehicles
working right.”
— Bob Aebtoy
district fire chief

problems.

Colleecn Weed sald her [ather
served as a paid callback firefighter
in Farmlngton Hills, and the former
Farmington Township, from 1958 to
1979, when he retired with a cap-
taln's rank.

Bob Rebtoy, district fire chlef at
Hills Fire Station 3, recalled how
d Burke was to keeping

Robert Deadman, current city mane
ager and former publle safety direc-
tor, “He was a well-respected fire-
man and employee of the elty.

“I served with him as’a fire-
fighter, We were out on the front line
more than once together.”

BURKE WORKED for the city of
Farmington from 1971 to 1988 as
mechanie, where he worked on all
clty vehicles and cquipment, salid
publie services dircetor Earl Bllling.
He retired in 1988 due to health

things ship-shape, “Jim used to do a
lot of work on our trucks,” Rebtoy
sald, “He look a lot of pride In keep-
ing the vehicles working right.”

After Burke's retirement, hls son
Jim Jr. took over for his dad at the
firchouse, Today, he works at Station
3, also as a pald callback.

In addition to daughter Coleen
Weed and son Jim Jr., Burke i3 sur-
vived by his wife, Jeanctte, son-in-
law Gerald Weed, daughter-in-law
Sandra Burke, three grandchildren,
one sister, Beatrice Robertson, and
many nleces and nephews,

block grant program

CITY HALL

newsbeat

- in homelessness and the resurfacing

of hunger and malnutritlon,” Fox's
proclamation read, -

The program “has assumed in-
creaslng Importance for meeting
pressing community problems,” it

»
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“The Congress and tho natlon have
often overlooked the critical value of

the Community Development Block

Grant Program and the significant
number of organizations and proj-
ects that rely on Its funds for suj
port¥ A

® Census Day — Mayor Jean Fox

reminds that April 1 was
Census Day, the day to return your
completed census form. “Be count
d,” she says,

@ New fire truck — The city
councll has authorized the flre de-
partment to buy a new fire eaglne
pumper for $196,718 from Sutphen
Corp., Amlin, Ohlo. .

‘The truck will hold 750 gallons of
water, It meets Natlonal Pro-
tection Association safety standards
for apparatus vehicles, Deputy Fire
Chlef Peter Baldwin. sald,

Sutphen was the: lowest of five
bldderl-l. Ill:nly gr of 'ﬁ’}'ﬂx met
specifications. Delivery w! e up
{0 a year, Baldwln nle;y

“The trick will be housed at Station’

D rpiace.sh ‘exsiing trock
Ml replace
wluchwlllbouudliamvchl:
c!e,!!ddwhlﬂi e

Three baggles of marijuana and
rolling papers were found In hls pos-
sesslon when he was arrested after a
surveillance.

The outstanding warrant was for
violating the controlled substance
act, Farmington Hills police sald,

@ illegal entry

An 18-year-old Farmington Hills
man was licketed for illegal entry

when he and his glrlfrlend again
were found staying in a newly bullt
unit at Citation Club Condemlnlums
Thursday,

They typleally plcked units that
were carpeted and heated but not
yet sold.

‘The 18-year-old has been living on
the street for 2-3 months, He hoped
to find a Job and marry his girl-
friend.

‘The glrl, from Walled Lake, was
turned over to ber parents, accord-
Ing to a Farmington Hills police re-
port.

@ house damage .

BBs were flred through the front
windows of two houses on Helly Hill
fate Thursday or early Friday,
Farmington Hills police said. Dam-
age topped §100.
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Mest Designer

Carmen Marc Valvo
10 am. to § p.m,
April 18, Rochastar
Formal Show, 2 p.m.
Aprit 19, Birmingham
Formal Shaw, 1 p.m.
Meat the artist
who designs for the
active contemporary
woman. Refined
details, explasive
colors, body-skimming
silthaiettes...his
signature. We show
his fuchsia sueded
silk draped tank
dress, $270.
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Jacobson’s

" Wa welcome Jacobson's Charges, MasterCerd® VISA® and American Express® ~ "' *
Shop until 8 pm. on Thursday and Fridey. Until @ pm, on Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday and Saturday.




