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Preplanning makes
moving less painful

By Reader’s Digest
For AP Newsfeatures

If a move Is in your future, here
are some tips for planning and packe
ing that can help you survive It with
less trauma.

Planniog:

Before moving, mcasure the rooms
In your new home to be sure your
appliances and furniture will {It into
allotted spaces. Also measure all
doors to be surc everything will go
through them,

1f you don't know how to discon-
nect major apptiances such as wash-
ing machines and kitchen ranges, ar-
range with a plumber, utllity compa-
ny or an appliance service company
to do it. Also arrange for these appli-
ances to be reconnected In your new
home. Movers wlill not do this ner
wlli they take down a television an-
tenna.

If you are moving to a new city,
get summartes of your dental and
medlcal records to give to your new
health care professionals,

Send out change-of-address no-
tices to perlodlcals, family and
irlends as soon as you've conlltmed
your move.

Change the address on your bank
and charge accounts or open new ace
counts If more convenient.

Make the move easler for your
child by having a goodbye party for
the child's special friends. Have the
guests exchange addresses and tele-
phone numbers with your child,
When packing, load the chitd’s things
last so they will be the first things
unpacked,

Packing:

Make a [loor plan of your new
home and label each room with a
name and number. As you pack, la.
bel each box accordlngly. Keep
track of the number of boxes for
cach room and mark any items you
will need as soon as you arrive,
Move these and important doecu.
ments yourself. Make an inventory
of each box.

Ciothlng and linens can be packed
In dresser drawers, but not too
densely. Rent wardrobe boxes for
hanglng clothes.

Pack books and records in small
boxes so they are lght enough to Ilit.

To protect breakables, lne the
bottom of the box with wads of
crumpled newspaper and wrap each
plece In newspaper, Pack heavlest
items In the bottom and add crum-
pled paper between the layers,

Don’t stack plates; stand them on
edge In a well-cushioned box,
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Registration still is being taken for the Met-

Stand mlrrors and plctures in car-
tons; protect them with layers of pa-
per and separate them with corru.
gated cardboard.

Wrap lampshades In clean paper
and pack them In cartons scparate
{from the lamps.

After electric power has been
disconnected from major appliances
such as refrigerators, freezers and
washing machines, drain off any wa-
ter, Clean cach appliance inside and
out and leave it open to air dry fora
day or two. Be careful no children
play In or around these appliances;
they can be very dangerous,

After they are dry, tape doors and
1lds shut with a strong tape such as
fllament tape, and tape the power
cord to the back of the appliance.
When moving, protect the appliance
wlith blankets,

Moving:

Whether you hire a mover or rent
a truck, get comparative prices be-
forehand. Always get written cenfir-
matlon for every slep of the move.

Hire & professional mover. If you
are moving within your state, seek
out a local mover with a good repu-
tatlon. Their charges are gencrally
lower than interstate movers,

If your move crosses state lines,
check the moving company's per-
formance record through the Inter-
state Commerce Commission. Writ-
ten cstimates are not binding; ask
the ICC how often the company’s es-
timates are within 10 percent of
thelr final charges. The ICC maln-
talns offices in most major clties,
Look under "U.S. Government Offic-
es” in the telephone book.

When everything has been unload-
ed, make sure it's all in good condl-
tion before signing the mover's in-
ventory. Make any clalms for miss-
ing or damaged property as soon as
possible,

Moving yourself may save hun-

dreds of dollars, but beware of such
hidden costs as mileage rates, drop-
off or overtime charges on rented
trucks and rental of dollles, pads and
packing cases, The truck rental com-
pany should help you. estimate the
size vehlcle you will need, Remem-
ber to pack carefully. When you
move yourself, you pay for any dam.
ages. .
(Need help on a home repalr or
improvement project? Write Read-
er's Digest, P.O, Box 700, Pleasant-
ville, N.Y. 10570-7000, Suggestions
and tips will be offered in future col-
umns.)

Cotor can be used to accent and flesh out even
the most mundane architecture — casec in
point, the new Blrmingham parking structure
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on Chester Street. Here, dark green turns the
generally overlooked stairways and railings
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citement — they actually Increase -
the heart rate.”

Cool colors, like blue and green,
have a calming effect, he said. N

THE REVIVAL of color can be
partially tracced te the introduction
of new materials, Blalr said. Multi.
colored glass, glazed tiles, dyes in
Lricks, and mietaliic pancis can be
made in just about any color,ke said.

New technology wlll enhance ar.
chitecture, he said.

Already, architects are using com-
puters to make quick color changes
— and even more fundamental ol-
terations — to designs that would
have taken several architeets days
or even weeks to complete,

“People den’t want to wait — they
want it now," Blair sald.

JOLOGRAMS, NEW matcrials
and new processes will permit archi-

i tects and clients to choose colors

more casily because in most cases
cost wen't be a factor, he sald,

Architects usually suggest colors,
but clients an take a hand in the de.
cision making process as well, Blair
said.

“Some clicnts have more o say
than others.”

Some materials, he sald, can even
be made to order.

“You bring in a tiny chip of paint,
and they can match a metal panel to
1t,” he sald.

ALTHOUGH COLOR Is a key
component of archltectere, form and
materfals play a significant role in
what message a building conveys as
well, Blair said.

Shape, lighting and texture can
also affect the way color is
perccived, Blalr sabd,

A building's surroundings ean aiso
affect the cholce of color.

In urban areas, it is much mare
llkely that bulldlngs will be white
and gray colored; In suburban arcas,
builders have more leeway,

Certain colors arc good for certain
shapes, Blair sald.

For example, a rectangular build-
ing may look better in red, or a cir-
z:ﬂar butlding may lock better in.
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ropolitan Home Magazine “Design 100" show
at the Michigan Design Center in Troy on Fri-
day, April 27,

Sponsored by Schoolcraft College, the as-
semblage of 100 best designs is open to the
public.

A number of prominent designers are
represented in the Michigan Design Center

Homes available fo
184,990 and up

r immediate occupancy

showreoms, including Jay Spectre, Mario Bu-
atta, John Saladino, and Cranbrook's Kathe-
rine and Michael McCoy.

Fee for the program is $55 per person in-
cluding lunch. The program will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

For more informatlon or to register, call
Schoolcralt College at 462-4448.

1-6 pm dally: closed Thursday
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answer was something completely padded and & locations.

upholstered: the easy chair,
It was a strange contrivance: a wood carved
frame with arms, webbed and padded and
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