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Looking for a way to arrest spouse abuse

By C.L. Rugonstain
statl wrlter

Should spouse abuse be made
mare publle?

Area jJudges interviewed and the
director of a shelter for domestic vi-
otence victims question the tactlc.

But some Oakland County law en-
jorcement officlals suggest that list-
ing the names of those arrested and
charged with abuse In the newspaper
— like drunk drivers or speeders in
some states — might help stop some
abuse.

It mlight serve as a deterrent by
putting abusers on notice that their
violence would be viewed as a
crime, and themselves as eriminals.

It could make early Intervention
possible, to break the eyele of family
violence,

Such is the view of Troy police
spokesman L. William Tullock, who
produced a publle access channel vi-
deo on domestic violence for Troy
recently,

“Until now society has viewed
spouse abuse as a relatively private
matter between husband and wife,"
Tullock satd. “Qutside, non-family
people are not aware of what's going
on in those houses.”

Even if they did suspect or were
aware, people would tend to not get
involved.

1t, however, they read the name of
the abuser printed in the paper,

“people may lake a little more no-
tice the next time they hear the
sound of breaking glass or screams
in the night.

“1F YOU KNOW a person in the
neighborhood steals wheel covers,
you're probably going Lo take a little
extra precautlon to make sure your's
aren’t stolen,” Tullock satd,

He also sald the medla has the te-
gal right to print the names of
ple who are arrested, arraigned, and

st bond.

“If a nclghbor gets invelved and
notifies police of what's golng on, the
pollce are able to intervene and pos.
sibly prevent the act from escalat-

Judge Susan Moiseev of South.
field's 46th District Court sald she'd
never thought about listing names of
arrested and charged abusers.

“We did talk about starting a pro-
gram (for abusers) at Circuit Court
but we tooked at It and found there
weren't enough cases to justily it.
Most of them don’t get convicted.”

The program was modeled after a
federally funded pilot program in
Ypsllantl, which included arrest, fol-
lowed by education programs for the
ahuser.

Under the program the people of
the stale are considered as bringing
the charges, which took the burden
of prosecutlon off the wife.

. . .Ypsilanti project targets problem

By C.L.Rugonsioin
statt writer

In Ypsitanti Township, justice for
spouse abusers Is swift.

Charles Pope, court administrator
and magistrate for the 14-B District
Court in Ypshlantt Townshlp attribu-
1ed the 65-percent convictlon rate
trom j1s Famlly Violence Interven.
tion Project, to arrest and quick
prosccution of suspects.

“We don't have a mandatory ar-
rest,” Pope sald, but uses the proba-
ble cause exception carved out of the
state statute by the Legislature in

1930,
“If the officer responding to the

DON'T
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report of domestic violence has
probable or reasonable cause {0 be-
lieve an assault has taken place, he
may make an arrest,” Pope sald.
Sccandly, two slgnificant (hings
happen when the suspect Is ar-
raigned, generally the next day.

‘The charges are {lled by the court
officer on information taken from
reparts from the Incldent — on be-
half of the people of the state “as
opposed to having the victim bring
charges,” Pope sald.

“That's where we found we lost a
lot of cases, This takes the burden {of
prosccuting) off the victim,” who
then becomes a witness.
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TIE SECOND clement is the no-
drop policy.

“Even In cases where at the ar-
raignment or trinl the victim comes
in and says she wants to drop
charges, we don’t allow It. We ex-
plaln that the charges are brought by
the people of the state. The victim Is
the witness, mot the person who
makes it happen,” Pope sald.

Pope said that fact made a dra-
matle difference at the project’s
tirst pretrizl hearing.

There were seven cases of spouse
abuse, and the first was a repeat of-
fonder, whom police had visited 17
times for reports of family violence,

‘The man polnted to his wife and
told Pope she wanted to drop
charges.

When Pope told the man she
couldn't drop charges, and explalned
the policy, “you could se¢ a visible
sense of relief on her face,” he sald.

Not only did that man plead
gulity, but so did the six walting be-
hind him.

“We {Ind it to be a successful tac-
tle,” Pope said.

The project also provides support
for victims via a 24-hour assauit cri-
sis volunteer to assist the victim,
‘The volunteer is contacted by the po-
llee dlspatcher after the suspect is
brought In and booked.

In the two years since it began in
late May, 1988, the cases of abuse
have stuadlly decllned. The program
deall with 159 cases in the last seven
months of 1963,

“The problem 1 see with it Is peo-
ple are arrested and charged, but
later dismlssed, said Circuit Court
Judge Edward Sosnick. “My basic
question is (whether listing Is) a de-
terrent.”

But he agreed with Tullock that
“batterers have got to know it's a
crime — and be treated no different.
ly than any other criminal . . .il'sa
crime against all of us.”

Judge Margaret Schaeffer of
Farmington's 47th Distriet Court
thinks the disadvantages of listing
spouse abusers names might
outweigh the benefits,

“There'd probably be cause for
embarrassment (o the victim, and
might cause the possible victim to
not prosecute,” she said.

Joyce Wright, director of commu-
nications for the Haven in Pontiac, a
shelter for victims of domestic vio-
lence, disagreed with listing the
names of abusers.

“1 REALLY DON'T believe It
would serve as a deterrent, People
who are abusers don't accept the re-
sponsibility for their actions, and If
they don’t accept responsibility
they're not golng to accept help.”

In Wright's aplnion the most posic
tive deterrent 1o repeated abuse is
arrest.

“After the arrest they see the con-
sequences and think — this is what
can happen to me. Up to that time no
one has said — what you're doing is
inappropriate.”

For many citles like Troy, arrest
of an abuser is a judgment call for
police. The Investigating offlcers
have the power to arrest if they have

reaschable cause to belleve the
crime has been committed, cven
though they didn’t see it happen, Tul-
lock said.

“It is a crime when people are
being maimed and killed,” sald
Wright. “It should be followed
through with arrest, prosecutlon and
penalties, I It was a stranger that
killed another stranger, there would
be no questlon that there would be a
conviction.”

Facts about
spouse abuse

& More women in the United
States are likely to be assaulted,
Injured, raped or killed by a male
parther than by any other assajl-
ant.

® An estimated three to four
million women are battered each
year by a husband or partner.

o Each year more than one
million women seek medleal as-
sistance for injurles caused by
batterers.

e The FBI reported that 30
percent of all female homocides
are killed by husbands or boy-
friends, and 6 percent of male
homocides arc killed by their
wives or girlfriends.

Information from Facts on
Domestic Violence, published
by the National Women's
Abuse Prevention Project in
Washington, D.C.)
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