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Headlee threat gets commissioners’ attention

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

A group of Oakland County com.
missloners are asking for a strategy
session to discuss a threatened Jaw-
suit from an antl-tax group opposed
to commiltting atmost $600 million
to the proposed solld waste program
and two building projects without
voter approval.

“Thls lawsult buslnm has every-
one all shook up,” commissloner G.
William Caddell, R-Waled Lake,
said Friday after drafting a letter to
Roy Rewold, chalrman of the QOak-
Innd County Board of Commission-

ncwuld was out of town Friday.
But Caddell said he expected a re-
sponse later this woek.

“We don't have to hold the meet-
ing immediately,” Caddell said. "But

the sooner the better.”

The letter asked Rewold to con.
vene a speclal meeting 1o discuss a
lawsuit ~threatened by Richard
Headlee, chairman of Taxpayers
United. In a letter to County Clerk
Lynn Allen Last month, Headlee said
his organlzation would flle svit If
county officials go ahead with a $500
million solid waste program, a $30
million courthouse addition and a
$10 milllon computer center.

THEE COUNTY has awarded a
contract for the computer center,
but is reviewlng plans for the court.
house and solid waste program.

Caddell, chairman of the board's
firnance commitice, was asked to
draft the lefter after members of his
committee exchanged sharp words
Thursday over what Headlee's
threat meant to them.

OU offers computer classes

Two _computer courses - begin.
ning IBM PC and WordPerfecl -
will be offered thls month by the
Oakland Unlversity Division of Con-
tinuing Educatlon at its Rochesier
campus.

The tatest verston of the WerdPer-
fect word processing software will
be offered (o beglaners in a four-ses-
slon class 6:30-8:30 p.m. on Wudnes-
days, April 18 und 25 and May ¢ and

16. Tultion is $130.

Fundamentals of operating an
iBM personal computer, including
word processing, PC-File 1II data
base manager and Lotus 1-2-3 will
be taught from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Saturdays, April 21 to May 12. Tui-
tian is §115,

For informatien and to register.,
call 370-3120 between 8 a.m. and §
p.m, weekdays,

SHE: pa,rents'felt; it was time he had

. With nu job, no money and
nowhere W go. But now there is a
number for kids 1o call. ‘Mhe Covenant
see Nineline helps kids with food,
“Wthing, a place to sleep and, most of

all, sumeane 1o talk to. pet hedpin
your hanetown, catl our Nincline]
1-800-994. w-u fts hee.
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‘I think some commissioners are more
concerned about getting re-elected
than resolving problems facing this

county.’

—Commissioner Lawrence Pernick

D-Southlield

Commissioners Marilynn E. Gosl-
ing, R-Bloomfictd Hills, Donald E.
Bishop. R-Rochester, and John G.
Pappagcorge, R-Troy, led a mave to
table a mution to proceed with a $15
million contract for the Material Re-
covery Facllity (MRF).

“We have a stampede mentallty,”
said Bishop, referring to the timeta-
stablished for imptementing the
solid waste program. “I think we
stould hold up” at least until we flnd
about {the threatened lawsult.)

uit rcsulwd before going any
further.

Commissioner Lawrence R, Per-
nick, D-Southfield, disagreed and
suggested Gosling, Bishop, Pappa.
george and commissioner John E.

Olsen, R-Huntingion Woods, were
backlng off he solld waste program
because of mounting opposttion,

ing, Bishop, I’appageorge and Olson
on on tabling the MRF contract.

Roger Smith, head of the county's
solid waste unit, sald tabling the
MRF contract was a “setback, but
nothing major.”” It is one of many
contracts comrmissioners wilk review
to implement any solid waste plan.

The MRF program is the least
controversial of the entire sold
waste plan, he said, adding that resi-
dents seem to favor recycling —
which the MRF does — but a less
cnlhusta:lic. ahout other  compo-
nel

Dlspﬂlt: and sharp words between
s are nothing new at

"I think some
more concerned about xenlng Te-
elected than resolving problems fac-
ing this county,” quipped Pernick,
who s2id (he solid waste program
has been in the planning stages for
two decades.

“You (CO“MISSIONERS) were
part of every sep, said. “But
now you're backlng off."

Olson responded in a mocking
tone. "1 plead gullty,” he said. “I
want (o be re-elected” and I am con-
cerned about the concerns of voters,

Caddell did not agree with Per-
nick. But he voted with the Demo-
crat and agalnst Republlcans Gos)-
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@ Twice a week is befter

committee meetings, Caddell said.
But Thursday's dasagrctmeul uR-
the need for
ers to discuss Headlee's threatened
lawsuit. "We've gol 10 decide what
wecando.”

Al other committee meetlngs,
Rewold said he wants to meet with
Headlee and discuss aveiding any
lawsuit,

HEADLEE, HOWEVER, is in Aus-
tralia for about two wecks, Rewold
said.
William McMaster, owner of a
Birmingham public relations firm
and a colleague of Headlee,
appeared at  Thursday's finance
meeting,

McMaster reiterated that Headlee
and Taxpayers United say it is un-
constitutlonal fer county offlcials to
proceed with plans to sell bonds for
the three projects without first ask-
ing for voter approval.

Rewold
said the county's lawyers have
researched the issue and say offi-
cials have autharity te sell the bonds
without a referendum.
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porl teans.
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Child Life Program - provides

a supportive, positive hospt-

tul experionca for children,
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