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Elderhostel
takes after
youth travel

(AP) — John and Barbara Scll are
sold on the concept of Elderhostel.

The Sells, who are both retired —
hie's 68, she's 65 = llke the camara-
derie and the travel. But, most of all,
they like the laughs. Laughs, they
said, that make the learning all the
tnore fun.

The Sells are veteran partleipants
of Elderhostel, an internatlonal con-
tinulng- program
for those 60 and older, The Sells
have studied sailing In Malne, envl-
ronmental Issucs In New York and
photography in West Virginla,

The couple got an exira bargaln,
however, when they signed up for
Berry College's Elderhostel in
Georgia. Here, they sald, they
learned firsthand about Southern
hospitality.

“The thing I've learned here that ]
haven't learned anywhere else,”
Mrs, Sell said, "is that the South re-
ally has managed 1o kecp Its story-
telling traditlon allve, and that's just
wonderful.

The Sells, who hall from
Milwaukee, Wis., were doubly im-
pressed with the Berry Cotlege cam-
pus itsclf,

“This is just a beautlful place to
visit and to learn,” she sald.

The Sells’ experience here perhaps
itlustrates why Elderhostel has be-
came big business for Georgla.
Georgia Is now No, 2 in the nation —
second only to Arizona — in the
number of senlor citlzens it attracts
to Its Elderhostel programs. El-
derhostels are held on 42 sites, In-
cluding college campuses, conven-
tion centers and state parks, across
the state.

GENE CLARK, director of Berry
College’s Office of Continuing Edu-
cation, has been targely responsible
for that success. He cstimates that
“a little more than” 10,000 senior
citizens attended Elderhostel pro-
grams in Georgia last year. Thls
year, he said, offlcials are predicting
1hat attendance will surpass 11,000,

The Elderhoste]l that concluded
March 24 at Berry College drew 22
participants from across the coun-
try. It was the third of four week-
lung sessions the college witl sponsor
this year. Participants took classes
In history, human sexuality, aquaro-
bics and aerobics.

Elderhostel, founded 14 years ago,
takes its name from the youth hos-
1els famous In Eurape. According to
Clark, about 650 colleges in the Unit-
cd States offer Elderhostel pro-
grams, as do many foreign countrics.
Clark emphaslzes that the onty qual-
iflcation for Elderhostel s age.

The “History of the South” class,
taught by !}?me historian Forrest

3 the

informal nature of the Elderhostel
tearning process. Shropshlre, In front
of his class, scemed a eross between
a college professor and a stand-up
comedian, His lectures about history
were punctuated throughout with hu.
mor.

“History can be so dull some-
times,” he sald. "I try to do some-
thing 1o keep the class llvely.”

During one class, he even asked
the class to tell him the secret to
staying young. One Elderhostel stu-
dent said he had sampled Florida's
legendary Fountain of Youth, and
claimed that drink worked for him.

Shropshire, though, knew the an-
swer to his own question — an an-
swer he belleves sums up what El.
derhostel is all about. Age, says the
75-ycar-old Shropshlre, polnting to
his temples, is “all between the
ears."

Earth Day welcomes animal views

Austrian homes in Durnstein are surrounded by clifts and mountains offering scenic views of the countryside,

VIVID MEMORIES

By Audra Hendrlckson
speclal writer

We cross the border from Liechtenstein
into Austria at Feldkirk bear the El River,
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The Wollgang Mozart statue and
garden welcomes visitors in Vien.
na.

and can hardly tell we've left one country
and entered another, The scenery and the
butldings are so similar; the same red tile
roofs, the same stucce, the same stone.

The populatlon of Austria ls 7.5 mbilion,
90 percent Catholic. The initials we see
here and there — AEIOU — stand for
“Austria est imperator o universer” or
“Austria shall rule the world.” ¥ say they
stand for vowels.

Everywhere are little chapels and
shrines, Byzantine onion steeples and
towers are common,

We cnter Arlberg province, a poputar
ski area, stopping in St. Anten for lunch,

THE ROAD lo the Arlberg Pass winds
araund a cliff face and a long steep drop
to the River Inn far below us. We sec
peasant women working in the fields,
There are tall churches with thin-shingled
spires on both sides of the valley wherever
there is a clutch of houses and many high
perfectly tended green meadows with cha-
lets sprinkled about. .

We are on our way to Sunny Salzburg.
During the afternoan we cross into Ger-
many bricfly, then back into Austria.
Salzburg (Salt Fert), Is on the banks of the
Rlver Salze.

QOur hote! Is the Ausperg. It treats us to
comfortable twln beds, thick, warm com-
forlers and warm radlators. We begin o
thaw. Ich bllebe hler! I will stay here!

1T'S COLD, foggy and domp outside. We
tramp through a tiny cemetery where ev-

erybody who was anybody is buried. Fresh
flowers adorn many of the tombs. Not all
the bodies are beneath the stones which
bear their names. It was the custem in
other days to bury the head of an impert-
ant person such as a monarch or saint in
one church or churchyard and bury vari-
ous other body parts at other sltes, We sce
the catacombs dug Into the face of a oliff
near the anclent cemetery, and we see the
castle on the hilltep. We see St. Peter’s
Cathedral, the original of which dated
from 696 A.D. We see Mozart's birthplace
and the dwelling of an archbishop who had
a mistress and 15 children,

Finally, cold and tircd, we board the
coach and leave for Vienna, There are
wayside shrines along the roads and high-
ways: a cruciflx, a statue of the Virgin
Mary, a statue of St. Joseph —cach In its
little roofed niche. There are fewer red
tiled roofs. They are grey now, lald in dia-
mond patterns or vertical rows, like
sheets of corrugated alumlnum,

We cross the Danube, the second largest
river in Europe. We saw It first in the
Black Faorest where it rises for its run to
the Black Sea. We pass through Durnsteln,
where Richard Lionheart was Incarcerat.
cd after the First Crusade. Richard’s pris-
on on a pinnacle overlooking Durcnsteln
ts, like the Lionheart himself, now in rulns.
There ave {erraced blufis along the way,
with thick grape vines.

TIIE DANUBE Is tranqull, slow, wide
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and beautifully gravel — banrked en both
sides, In the distanve are rugged. rocky
mountains. As we approach Vienna they
moderate to rolling hills and the valleys,
wouds and meadow:

The Vienna Wonds surround Vienna, a
city of 1.5 million. We drive through the
trees 10 our Tourotel in the suburb of Ob-
erlaa. We decided to eat in the hotel dining
room. It is a warm, cozy place where tall
correct waiters with completely correct
manners take orders and then disappear
for what must be the correct amount of
time - hours, it seems 1o us — before
returning with cool drinks, hot dishes and
large bills, all presented with perfection,

Many. many, many minutes later the
walter returns, having taught us, why
those in his line of work are called “wait-
ers” though I believe the diners are the
“walters” and the servers are the “waited-
fors.” He is wheeling a serving cart piled
high with the main course and various ac-
companiments. All heads turn to watch as
our “waited-for” lifts a platter, spoons a
side dish, brandishes a knife, twirls a fork,
stirs a sauce.

ON ALL Hallows' Day we go into the
city of Wien for a tour of St. Stephens's
Cathedral, which is se dark that hardly
anything can be seen. Our guide, a neat,
well-dressed Austrian woman of some 30
years, brooks no nonsense. Her English is
preclse. Her manner is that of an impa-
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By Iris Sandorson Jonos
stafl writer

David Barker wlll took at the carth from the
point of view of a snake this week. Earth Day
has a special meaning If every llving thing Is out
to get you and you are only one-inch high,

T'll celebrate the occasion from the polnt of
vlew of an orangutan. I had tea with an orangu-
tan recently and his viewpoint cannot be Ignored
by anyone interested In Pianct Earth.

Barker is the Curator of Educatlon for the
Gladys Porter Zoo in Brownsvlile, Texas, and he
loves to tell visitors how scary the world looks
to a snake.

“Snakes may be slx feet Tong but they'rn only
an inch tall, with the same structure and organs
that we have but no arms or legs. And they're
slow,” Barker said, “The fastest anake mensured
in the U.S, moved at 3.5 mph, but the average is
only 2.5 mph,

“There are about 3,000 diffcrent kinds of
snakes [n the world, most of them very tiny,"
Barker sald. “From the suake's polnt of view

crossroads

The green snake he photographed In a healthy
ccosysiem In Mexleo Is cxtinet now., Ninety-nlne
pereent of the species that existed on earth are
extinct now. Fifty forms of llfe become extinct
every day, according Lo my “snake man.”

Z00s are on the front line of the war against
those of us who terrorlze the planet. They fight
the same war on the other side of the world In

Zoological Gardens, known as the

there are four kinds of anlmals; Small ones he
can cat, small oncs he can't eat, big ones that cat
him and big ones that hurt him.

“So what can 2 snake do? He hides, stands
motionless, runs very slowly, and [fights
creatlvely by inflating himself, flaring his head,
hissing, wriggling, defecating and striking.”

Barker has got us hls audlence now, s0 he slips
Inte his real subject: you,

He talks about the ways that you and I and 5.1
blilion other people affcet the ceosyatems hat
support our llfestyle, About the DDT In every
living system, including the penguins of Antarc-
tica, About what peaple do to the last major rain
forest, which is six times the size of Texas.

BapH
Open Zoo because animals live in natural sett-
Ings surrounded by jungle and moats.

Kids love to watch the daily shows featuring
elephants and scals. Biologlsts brag about cn.
dangered species: the goldIn llon tamarins (only
200 Jelft in the mountain forests of Brazil); and
the Komodo dragon of Indonesla, the largest liv
Ing ltzard In the world.

The Komodo dragon is a lot bigger than a
snake — six feet long and 70 pounds — and he
cats things as big and sfrong as wild deer and
wild pigs, but he still only survives on Komodo
Island and the Lesser Sunda Islands,

Plgase turn to Page 11
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The orangutan,“Wolfgang,” finds comfiort, with zoo-
keeper“Ram,” but other visitors at the Singapore Zoo don't



