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Young writers offer visions of Earth:
First place (16-18)

Lauren sifted through the closet
white her kids finished packing
funch.

“Now where’s that 110 SI* suntan
lotjon?"

Hidden hehind the 20 oz. tube of
Retln-A skin cream and the carton of
Tylenol gelcaps she found the lotlon.
She took it into the Kitchen where
Tina and Jimmi sal, throwlng grapes
at cach other.

“Tina, mmi, just stop that okay?
Don't you want to go to the zoo to-

day?'

It was the first time Lauren had
been to the zoo in 20 ycars. She could
hardly wait to take the kids there for
the first time; the 200 was her favor.
ite place as a child and she felt
gulity that she had never taken her
children there. Finaily, they would
experlence a part of the world they
had never seen before.

The entire ride downtown consist-
ed of one complalnt after the other.

“Mom, why do I have to wear all

this slimy latlon all over my skin?™
Jimmi whined.

“Because Jimmi, you'll get sun-
burned. Remember that lime at
Aunt Susie’s beach club? Yau almost
had sccond degree buras.”

“Yeah, stupld,” Tina continued,
“We, like, almost have no Ono layer
in the sky anymore.”

“That's Ozene layer, Tina."

“Whatever, who cares?”

They arrived at the empty zoo at
11 a.m., unable to stand the 100 de-
gree heat. Immedlately, the kids
tried to decide where they wanted to
go [irst.

“What's better, Mommy, the In-
sect Farm or the Dog Viitage?"

“Why the two worsl choices, Jim-
mi?”

“Because that’s aH that's here.”

Lauren pushed Jimml out of the
way to look for herself, This didn't
make sense. What had happened to

Liz Newman

ural habitats? There must be some
mistake. Lauren stood quietly for a
second, thinking, and then halled an
elderly zookeeper.

“Excuse me, sir, Where's the cle-
phants?”

“What? Elephants? Where the hell

all the glralfes, lions, and eley
Did they send them back to their nat-

Second place (16-18)

What's (he solutlon to the Earth's
pallution? The Earth 20 years from
now? I shudder at the thought of It.
am not talking about the ozone, the
greenhouse effeet or blodegradable
diapers. I'm talking about the pollu-
tion In peoples’ minds, hearts and
sauls.

Why does a 12-year-old think he
can solve his arguments by shooting
a playmate? Why does a 15-year-old
think he will be accepted by his
peers for smorting cocain2? Why
does a 13-year-old think she will be
loved by having sex?

The bloed {rom atl these senseless
killings flow through the soil of eve-
ry city (hroughout the world, The
stench from cocaine powder assaulls
the nestrils of every persen who
walks the earth. The murder of inno-
cent bablies through abortion affects
the entire world,

1U's the “I don't give a damn” atti-
tude that is polluting the carth, Peo-
ple aren’t willlng to forgive and for-
get anymere, Guns, drugs, and abor-
tlons are too caslly obtalned.

But, I'm just a kid. What do 1
know, right? I say wrong! I've seen
and heard things that children
shouldn't see or hear. I care cnough
about the Earth to tell my friends I
love them and forgive them when
they've hurt me. I care enough about
the tamerrows of this Earth to say

Carrie Keesee

no to drugs. I care enough about fu-
ture generations to abstain from sex
until marriage. 1 care encugh about
mankind who inhabits the carth to
say: “Love one another. Be kind to
one anather.” I belleve It's the only
hope for the Earth 20 years from
now.,
—Carrie Keesee, 18,
Fruanktin ifigh School

Third place (16-18)

Close your smoke-filled, weary
from pollutants eyes, and imagine
with me for a moment. Imagine this
world we llve in 20 years Into the
future.

What can you see? Even though
you have your eyes closcd and your
imagination is workIng, does It seem
preposterous to see anything other
than this environmental fiasco we've
created?

But in 20 years, all of that will
have changed. It will be a brand new
world. Let me take you for a
moment into my thoughts and show
you what I sce. I am visuallzing a
changed environment and a changed
people, where the Earth Is clean and
pratected.

Crystal lined and clear, fresh
sparkling lakes with flowlng cool
rlvers are nowallve and pure again.
Brilllant minded scientists have dis-
covered easy and cost-cfficlent ways
to make our water ance again pure
for {ishing and drinking

Industries have been banned from
the use of any streams, lakes and
rivers for dumplng.

New trees have sprung-up in the
forest by people with wisdom to
know how much trees are needed.
The {resh oxygen they produce, lets
this world breathe easler and it has
helped to break the greenhouse cf-
{ect. No longer are there dead, de-
caying raln forests, but thousands of
acres of fresh, new vegetation,

The carth, once gray with litter,
toxic waste and tons of filthy, foul-
smelllng garbage Is now the way it
used to be: clean, pure and free.

Can you Image a free earth? The
thanks from Earth for ltfting her
burdens would be a tremendous run-
oft of gratitude. R

Imagine It belng possible for peo-
ple to recycle cverything! Anything
used now can be assurably recyel
able. People now only throw away
food that has nat been used, and cer-
taln biodegradable preducts. Every-
thing else Is used over and over
again. This new system Is called
mandatory recycting,

Garbage dumps are now o rarity.
1n the year 2010, all previous dumps
will have been, cleaned up and made
Into parks. No more will you see hy-
podermic needles and other medical
supplics washing up onto the shores
of our beaches.

Oll zpills do not even exist. The

Jean Stevens

words loxic waste are almost ex-
tinct. The earth is joyous. Imaglne
that!

Imagine a world where the people
themselves are aware and do every-
thing they can to protect the beauti-
{ful world in which they live. Energy
is conserved in vast amounts. People
now rely on solar energy rather than
nuclear, electric or gas burning
methods.

Food supplements are common
place in arder to conserve on soll
and endangered animal life. People
no longer wear furs, And when watk-
Ing along the streets of any town or
city, people no longer sce the une
cared for homeless. Government
programs have given new lives to
them. Veterans are also seen too.
People reach out for each other and
for thelr home: “This place we call

rth

Unheard of is raclsm, prejudice,

or wars. There 13 only peace,
Imagine this world in 20 years, It
isn't very far off, is

Now remember what I have told
you, what I now will be. Now, open
your eyes and take a good, long look
around. Look at what you see. Look
at it, remember what 1 have sald,
and go out into thls world, and make
it 20 years from now. Make it hap-
pen, starting with you.

ean Stevens, 17;
Eisenhower High School
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Second place (16-18)

July 4, 2010.
Looking back 20 years.

Teday's annual festivities have
been dampered by the new law, stat-
ing thal there are 10 be no more fire-
works, ever, This law Is the [ast in a
tong string of soclal, Industrlal, and
politleal reforms.

Although slower than the gas car,
today's electric models produce no
harmful wastes, Nuclear power,
ruled as too threatening o humans
by the Supreme Court, has been re-
placed by the slightly more expen-
sive, less harmful hydro-eleetric and
solar energies. As a result there has
not been a nuclear waste Incident in
the fast 10 years; and ofl spills are
now extinct due o laws prohibiting
the burning of gas, oll, coal, and nat-
ural gas.

Industrics have not produced
measurable wastes in the last flve
years; these clean new factories of
today, were Inspired by government

programs funded for converting a
company over to clean encrgy alter-
natlves.

Governments of the U.S, and most
other advanced socicties have
rewarded homeowners for each tree
planted on thefr Jand. Incentlves
range from tax writc offs Inthe US,,
10 cash rewards in Japan. The newly
educated governments of South
America have outlawed the once
popular, slash/burn method of clear-
ing rain forests; you may note that
the forests are now being nursed
back Into health,

Recycling, now mandatory, has
been transformed Into a multi-bil-
Yon dollar industry, as a result the
prices of many packaged goods have
decreased. Twenty years age litter-
ing was considered no big deal. It is
now punishable by 300 hours com-
munity service. Even the acerage of
animal reserves has quadrupled in
the last 20 years, and animals once
rare, are now quite common, like the
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Bald Eagle for instance.

The ozone layer has stabilized, due
in part to the public boycotting of
acrosol cans; the green house effect
has also stubilized. Acld raln, once a .
daily problem, Is becoming a thing’
of the past as fish and wild !Nfe re-
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