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at the business show.

Michael Morris, a network analyst for Computeriand, re-
views software with Janice LaMothe of Lotus, Southfield,
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Commerce chief speaks to C of
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Meyer takes great pride that
whie he worked for the Michtgan
Retallers Association the cost of

within one-half day's drive from
here. The economy between Cana-
da and the United States are In-
tertwined. The Amerlean business
has not been framed

workers' comp was re-
duced 25 percent through a self-fn-
sured plan. While at Michigan Re-
tailers, Meyer saw membershlp
grow from 700 members to 3,200
members,

“AS I LOOK to the decade of the
‘90s I believe there arc four chal-
lenges that I call the four E's: edu-
catlon, exportlng, the environment
and the cconomy itsel,” Meyer
satd.

The days are gone when a young
person could drop oul of high
school and expeet to drop into a
high-paying factory job,

“Employers are no longer look-
Ing for workers who operate as un-
thinking cogs in a machine,” Meyer
said. “Employers are secking
ple who can think, who can decide,
and who can process the skills and
man the technolegy that s belng
introduced into the workplace.”

Employer tralning will be an on-
golng function.

“Southeast Mlchlgan Is right In
the middle of the market created
by the free trade agreement be-
(w‘%en the U.S. and Canada,” Meyer
said.

“One half of the gross natlona)
product of the two nations lles

toward looking toward exporting
oppartunitles.”

Meyer predicts an Increase in
warehouslng and distribution cen-
ters.

As for the cnvironment, Meyer
said that there is Increasing pres-
sure on business to decrease waste
wlth reduced land!lH space, “There
wlil be a push to develop new mar-
kets for recycled materials,”

More people are Ilving (9.27 mhl-
lion) and working (4.27 million) in
Michigan than ever before, Meyer
sald, “I never participated with the
folks who said, ‘WHI the last one
out of Michigan please turn out the
light.' "

Michigan has come back with a
strong ccopomy. “For the last
three years comblned, the state of
Michigan has had more money in-
vested in the fleld of manufactur-
Ing than in any other state in the
natlon,” Meyer said.

“Michigan today Is also 35 per-
cent less dependent on auto jobs —
92 out of 100 workers are not on
the Blg Three payroll. What that
means is that the economy has be-
come diverslficd,” Meyer said.

PRIOR TO his buslness carcer,
Meyer served In the the U.S. Navy
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Booths and balloons galore were the rule at ‘Networking
‘90, a business show at Mercy Center, sponsored by the

Far Hills C

of C ce.

Farming

during 1964-68, with tours of duty
as communications officer, flag
lleutenant and officer in charge, as
well as manning a river coastal pa-
trol boat {n Vietnam.

Speaking of his service In the
Navy he said he is reminded of a
quole by Wlnsten Churchlll:
““There’s nothing more exhilarating
than to be shot at and missed,”

He Is marrled to Gail. The couple
has four children: Kevin, Kristen,
Philllp and Kathleen.

Audience reaction was posltive
to Meyer's specch. Questions dealt
with recycling.

In response to a question from
Jody Saronen, Farmlngton-Farm-
ington Hills Chamber executlve dl-
rector, Meyer sald the market for
recyclables will probably develop
on 2 product-by-product basis. “We
are certainly within a wave of re-
eycling review, research and ca-
paclty levels,” Meyer said,

John Handley of Jervis B. Webb,
a materlals handling firm in Farm-
ington Hills, was concerned with
fast-food plastic foam products.
“What people don't realize Is that
many of the plastic foam materials
are recyclable,” he sald,

Tupper:

By Casoy Hans |

stolf writer

Farmington city councliman Rich-
ard Tupper Is eager to revise the
city’s industrial ordinance so busi-
nesses new o the area can follow a
new set of rules.

Last week, Tupper pushed to has-
ten a planning commission study
which would set. r for out-

Update

suld that with nearly 50 percent of
the ¢ity's industrial park along Elght
Mile currently vacant, now would
the perfect time to make a change.

“1 Just think we need, posthaste, to
getting thls thing resolved, It's an
oppartune time now.”

BUT TUPPER reccived little sup-
port from fellow councll members,
who seemed to prefer the current

slde industrial storage. The clty
counci) raised the issue In 1989, and
planning commissioners are pre-
pared to take it on after completing
a revision to the city's sign ordi-
nance in 30 to 60 days.

Tupper sald he wishes it could be
handled more qulckly.

"I have a problem with looking the
other way when we have an ordi-
nance on the books,"” Tupper sald. He

of ¢ity ad ators and
planning commisslon. “We've been
looklng the other way for years,"
sald councliman Ralph Yoder, add-
ing that the clty ignored problems of
outside industrial storage for 20 or
25 years until recently.

Councilman William Hartsock
stressed that, although “there are
certaln allowances, we're certainly
not looklng away” from the prob-
lems.

industrial zoning codes

‘I have a problem with
looking the other way
when we have an
ordinance on the
books.’

— Richard Tupper

The city has stepped up enforce-
ment of its local zoning laws in re-
cent years, by hirlng a full-lime code
enforcement officer and putting an
emphasis on enforcement. Code en-
forcement offlcer John Koncsol has
visited every industrlal busliness at
least once in 1989 In anticipation of
an ordinance change. Those with
problems also recelved letters.

An exterlor survey of industrial
areas done by Koncsel in July of

Block grant funds used
for a new code officer

By Susan Buck
staff wrltar

Farmington Hills offlcials last
week approved hiring a new code en-
forcement officer with federal Com-
munity Development Block Grant
maney.

City officlals want to use $40,000
of the total $358,000 proposed 1990-
91 block grant budget to hire a new
code enforcement officer specifical-
ly for federally designated, low- and
moderate-income areas,

The Ildca stemmed from a March
meeting at  which Olde Town/
Meadowbrook Helghts Homeowncers
Association officers told the city
council that southeast Farmington
Hills Is plagued wlith blight, such as
junk cars and large trucks.

‘At the April 23 councll meeting,
Councilman Jon Grant made a
maotion supported by Councilman
Terry Sever to allocate the moncy
from CDBG {unds for a new code en-
forcement officer. The vote was 4-3
with counclimembers Nancy Bates,
Aldo Vagnozzi and Ben Marks op-
posed,

1 want to relterate my position
that I am not golng to support the
use of $40,000 for code cnforce-
ment,” Marks said. “Community
block grant money is money that we
are able to get back from Washing.
ton In order to maintain our infras-
tructure, and that to me is very im-

City manager Willam Costick
sajd at the Aprll 9 councll meeting
that it would be difficult to add such
a position, financed by property tax-
es; Block grant money Is a way of

tinancing the position without mak-
Ing it a tax burden.

“The money Is not comlng out of
rehabilitatlon, it Is coming out of
capital,” Grant sald,

THE CiTY Is expected to receive
$298,000 In block grant money.
About $60,000 In housing rehablllta.
tlon loan repayments wilt be added
to that pot for a total $358,000,

The proposed atlocatlon includes
$52,000 for adminlstration; $60,000
for capltal improvements; $206,000

for housing rchabllitation; and
$40,000 for code enforcement.
Moncy for code would

tlon Act request, 198 complaints
filed In the zoning department that
came from her targeted area, as
“;cll as those from other areas of the
city.

She belleves that zoning com-
plaints made from residents in other
parts of the city arc remedied quick-
er,

“FIRST-TIME complaints (in
other areas) are handled with one
call,” she said,

“We're your highest density in the
city. For every acre, you get five or
slx houses, For every acre you get up

come out of capital improvements,
h 1

you get one house, Of
course, you are going to have more

whic was

Kurzejn said. “When

$100,000.

Resldents In the targeted area
complaln of an enforcemnt problem,

Farmington Hills now has four
code enforcement officers, three in
the feld. The new officer returns the
city's code enforcement staff to the
1987 level.

“This is new,” said zoning supervi-
sor Lee Blizman. "We haven't sat
down and looked at the impllcatlons.
I don’t know the parameters.”

Personnel director Dana Whin.
nery said the salary range for code
enlorcement offtcers [s $25,135 to
$26,771, The $40,000 allocatlon In-
cludes [ringe benefits, “It's the first
time it has been done this way {out of
CDBG funds),” Whinnery sald, It wil!
be at least a month before the posi-
tion i filled.

On April 12, Massle Kurzeja, Olde
Town/Meadowbrook Helghts Home.
owners Association treasurer, exa-
mined, under a Freedom of Informa-

you look at the figures, I say that you
need a new zoning Inspector, not one,
you need two. You have to look at
the clty as a whole.”

Kurzeja said that she Is not knock~
ing the zonlng department but the
situation reminds her of the Vietnam
War and inflated body counts,

She supports using federal funds
for only one year,

"“The zoning violations we have
are not hidden,” Kurzeja said, “'You
can see them when you drive down
the street. I don’t think we need our
own special zonlng enforcement offle
cer, The whole clty n t.

“1 don't llke us belng singled out.
I complaints are bandled right the
flrst time, there shouldn't be a sec-
ond time, We're the oldest part of
the city, We're not slum, We're not
welfare, we are hard-working peo-
ple. We're the stable part of Farm-
ington Hills. We're not transients,”
Kurjeza said,

City’s budget hearing May 21
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up In the coming year, duc to rate
hrcrcuu from both the city of De-
tfolt and Oakland County. The last
retail rate increase was In 1988,

¢ ® Sewer rates will also increase
3} cents per 1,000 gallons used i a

obtain the property rights of way for
construction. The rest will be used to
buy a new street sweeper,

® The city also plans to contlnue
levylng a 2-mill tax in the Downtown
Development  Authority  district.
That tax is used In conjunction with

s¢wer bond lssue is not app
during a specinl election May 22,
The clty will undertake Its largest
il project ever thls year,
xpected to cost $12 milllon. Tax-
yers will foot the bll), whether itls
rough increased debt service or
wer rate increases.

+® Much of the $627,000 In the
cipltal fund s earmarked for the
Orchard Lake Road wlidening
project, scheduled to begin thls year,
Ohkland County s still working to

2SS

tax In which in.
creased property d

® General city employces are
proposed to recelve a 4.5-percent
pay increase. Others range between
4 and 5 percent depending on collee-
tive bargalning agreements. Con-
tracts with public safety command
offlcers and olficers unions explre
on June 30,

P!
within the district, to pay for the re-
Jjuvenation project, which began in
1987,

# Garbage collectlon costs will
rise by more than $100,000 in the
s prapiocd budget. Gurently budp

70, udge y budg-
elcz at $425,000, the 1990-91 ex-
penses are to top $556,000,
Deadman said he expects the city to
begln curhside recycling In 1991,

Despite costs, the city
would malntain a small surplus of
$82,000 going Into the new year,
Deadman sald.

Under stats 1aw, all taxing entities
In the area have until the first Mon-
day In Jupe to adopt & budget for
thelr fiscal which begin July
1. Administrators (n; the city of

ant

Pibiic Scools 20 Sxpeced
¢ Schools are 10 pro-
posa thelr annual budgets In May?

<]

1989, showed only seven businesses
In compllance with current city
taws, and 24 with vlolations of some
type. Of the violators, 10 were on
Eight Mlle, five on Chesley Drive
Just north of Eight Mile and Nine on
Nine Mile Road. Many had multiple
vlolations.

Some of the problems include out-
side storage of scrap metal, aban-
doned Industrial tanks and barrels,
unused recreational vehicles, junk
cars; problems with long grass and
weeds; and using trailers as perma-
nent storage fachities.

A council concensus at that time
was 10 work with the businesses in
an educatton process, work out lan.
guage for a reasonable, revised ordl
nance. Most council members said
they had no problem with neatly
stacked pallets or storage of & limit-

ed amount of finished product or
material to be processed. They
looked negatively at scrap materi-
als, storage of non-business related
items and manufacturing operations
being done outside,

City Manager Robert Deadmar
told the council last week he would
take (he task away from planning
commissloners if they wanted the
Job done more quickly, but received
no dircction in that manner from the
council despite Tupper's urging.

He cxplained the planning com-
mission’s time constraints,

“They have shaped a philosophy
{{or the sign ordlnance revislon), bu
haven't yet developed the language,”
he sald. “They'll go after the Indus.
trial ordinance. They've been work-
ing dlligently, but they just haven't
gottentoit.”

Phone guide
deliveries
begin April 23

Dellvery of Michigan Bell's
1990 Amerltech PagesPlus Farm-
ington Hills Nelghborhood tele-
phane directory begins April 23,
aceording to Mary Jo Fifarek, lo-
cal Bell publle relations director.

“The book has been deslgned to
help customers easlly find the in-
lo;—;natlon they use most,’ Fifarck
said,

Emergency numbers for palice
and fire dcpartments and other
emergency agencles are listed in-
slde the directory’s front cover.

A special Senlor Cltlzen Infor-
mation sectlon in the yellow pag-
es identifics services available in
the community.

PULL UP A CHAIR!

it's spring, and entestaining opportunitites
abound. When the occasion calls for -
additional seating, do it beautifully -
with folding Stakmore chairs. Let our intetior
professionals show you the selection,
Sturdy solid mapls in fruitwood or
cherry finish, fabric seats, $69-879.:

Jacobson’s

Cetat

< Wo welcoma Jacabson's Charge and American Exprass®
Shop until 9 am. on Thursday and Friday. Unti} 6 pm. on Monday, Tuesdsy, Wednosday and Sulurdqg




