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We were double-teamed
on basketball goal code

The writer, Kathleen Tracy, is
a I‘arminamn Hills resident.

The | and lawbreakers

Noisy

anotlier,

. HAT IS a sweet, pleasing melody to
W one person is a grinding headache to
H That distinction strikes to the heart

‘Agreement is weak solution

rectors to face the music should provisions be
breached.

The agreement also requires all neighbor
complalnts to go to the city attorney. He will

‘ul a continuing conflict between the C
‘Cen\cr of Farmington-Farmington Hills and its
-neighbors, annoyed by noise, particularly from
the historic center's outdoor concerts and activi-
ties,

Unfortunitely, the heart of the matter is what
2 new nine-point agreement between Farming-
“ton Hills administrators and the cen-
ter fails to address.
=== Approved a week ago by 47th District Judge
“Reed Harris of Farmington, the agreement is a
“Weak disguise for scttlement of this dispute. The
communily center and the cily seem appeased.

But the neighbors — who brought the Issue to
public attention — are clearly unhappy. And
rightly so. There still is no reasonable and prac-
tical settlement for their complaints.

The only way to resolve the dispute to every-
frone’s satisfaction is to develop practical, reason-
-n'ble and objective decibel Mmits for the outdoor
["concerts and activities.

The agreement’s suggestion that the center

might eventually use an amphitheater in neigh-
boring Heritage Park cannot serve as a future
Band-Aid for a problem that’s eccurring now.
And there are a lot of money questions yet to be
Pxnswered about that suggestion. Neighbors want
[ resolution now.
"~ The real purpose of the agreement, drafted by
a city council-appointed committee has been
served. Center director Dorothy Pfaff was let off
the criminal hook for a disturbing the peace
complaint.

The agreement now requires the center’s di-

the He will declde whether
the agreement has been breached. If so, the at-
torney will make a motion “to set aside the
agreement.” Judge Harris will make the final
decision,

If the complaints have to do with noise, there's
no fair and reasonable way of making that deci-
sion without decibel limils. And once again, the
dilemma continues.

The agreement is a rerun of the Farmington
Hills Planning Commission's one-year ban on the
center’s use of amplification. Fine, It's been sald
a second time. No amplification, Courtesy, re-
spimsibillty and respect toward neighbors must
rule.

So what? What is loud (o one person is not to
another. What's irritating to one person is not to
annther. To some the renowned Overture of 1812
is beautifully brassy. To others it sounds like the
charge of the Light Brigade at thelr doorstep,

And there's certainly no easy guarantee that
the community center can peacefully continue
its popular outdoor concerts that maintain it as
the communily's cullural eenter and help keep it
financially afloat.

Let’s face it, Many of the artists drawn to the
outdoor concerts, such as flautist Alexander Zon-
Jic — whose music won't reach the top of the hill
without amplification — will be hard pressed to
give a concert.

Decibel levels, established by experts who
would be given the benefit of public opinion, are
the only way to rnsolvc and force a real compro-
mise s and the ity cen-
ter.
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double-teamed the rest of us to enact
4 zoning ordinance amendment per-
mitting basketball goals in front
yards, and the referce (the Observer)
doubled as cheerleader, (The exist-
Ing ordinance restricted goals to ga-
rages, back yards and some slde
yards)

Opponnnls' concerns about un-
sightly appearance, dnmnge to

Playing balt ncar Lrees poses

guest
column

WE WERE told: “Beauty is in the
eye of the beholder.” Do some people
really conslder basketball poles dec-
orative? Do they also conslder tram-
pled shrubs, flowers and lawns beau-
tiful? How about broken trec

that won't ?

a clear and present danger to the
trees (and shrubs and flowers and
windows).

It chitdren be damaged by hav-
ing thelr play restricted to their own
property? Isn't It more damaging (o
teach them lack of consideration,
which [s what we're doing when we
crect a pole close to ncighboring
properly?

WE TIHNK a compromlse is In or-

der, one that would permit people to
hav: baskciball goals but require

neighboring property and d -
tion of property volues were met
with emotlonal rhetorie, while the
Fnrmlnglon Hills City Councll dis-
issed these issues as less important
lhnn the right of homeowners to can.
trol the usc of their own property.

““A man’s home i3 hls castle,” but
there are many castles in the king-
dom. No one wants government to
*“encroach more Into private lives
and impose government’s will” un-
necessarily, The issue is not indlvid-
ual rights vs. Blg Brother. It iIs
where we draw the line between the
rights of the Individual and the good
of the community?

Actlvitles that create no nulsance

Councll says people must be consi-
derate or be prosecuted for property
damage, despite statements from
residents who experlenced continu-
ing damage with no support from the
clty, Yes, most people are consl-
derate, but enforced laws should
profect us agalnst those who are not.

Council also says we should “put
children before trees” and we agree,
but how did this become an Issue?

the visual and
physinnl impact on their neighbors,

Such a compromise existed, but
city hall refused to enforce It, then

the amendment !hrnugh‘ rather than
suspending a decision untl more
facts and oplnions could be present-
ed.

Nice jump shot, clty ball = you
made the basket but missed all the
polnts,

from our readers
Letters must be originat copies and
contain the signature and address of
the sender. Limit letters to 300 words

on a five-acre parcel can be very ob-
Jectionable on an 80-foot lot. A
down-home rule of thumb is: My
rights end where yours begin.” We
believe the right to crect a basket-
ball goal ends where It Interferes
with the ability of others to enjoy or

pratect their owa property.

We were accused of belng "un-
American” for wanling to confine
basketball poles te the rear of the

Noise is

20th anniversary of Earth Day, why
is nolse (most specifically, multl
laned, high-speed Interstate high-
way/expressway traffice noise) no

pollution

To the editor:
Regarding the celebration of the

Franklin Road
Christian School

A Ministry Of Brightmoor Tabernacle

property, yet clty laws restrict the
placement of flagpeles more
stringentiy than basketball poles, Is
the clty un-American?

(

longer considered to be a pollutlon
problem also?

Jono Barber,

Farmington Hllls
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HELP US

NG CLEAN!

Bring in a dusting cloth and you’ll dust an ADDITIONAL
10% OFF on selected clearance tagged items during our

SPRING CLEANING SALE

Wa/ker/lé’uzmbery

fine furniture

240 NORTH MAIN STREET « PLYMOUTH + 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fel. 109 « Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6
Sale Ends 5-5-90

s for every room in your house.
Come in today and sce our newly expanded and remodeled
showroom, Wander through our galleries and departments. Hurry,
before everybody has “Cleaned Up” on the savings,
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Coloriul miniature carmations, daisy wnd cushion mums, alstroemeria
and pueple statice all adorn this handsome stoneware mug
with lid. Larger sizes available for 24.98, 26.98.
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ENGLISH GARDENS

IRLANE FLORIST
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