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EDDINGS AND tlovers wve
love ang marsage, us
SQCIN 10 GO 10GLn

Brniges n ancent times
carned nuphal garlands and redieval
ondes wore wreaths of fresh blocms.

Bouquets and lloral arrangemenis
are an ntegral part of your wedding,
ang the llonst shoula be cne of the
fitst people you conact. Fiowers
should pe ordered at least inree
monihs belore the nuptials,

There are floral fashions just as
there are trends in brigal fashions,
Wildflower bouquets rellecteg 1he
natural mood of the '70s. [n the '80s.
bouquets gol more lavish and trads-
tional. As we enter the '90s, the
¢hoice of blooms 1s entirely up to
you.

“The philosophy 15 'you ate lhe

bride,"" says llorist Ryan Gane. “The
emphasis)s on the bride's inawiduali-
1.
“Thete 1s a loose, relaxed feel in
bridal bouquets.” says flonst Jarn
Adait, "Bouquets are less snuft and
floveers, such as roses, are open in-
stead o! the iraditional closed tack.
The garden cffect is very popular,
You'll see natural styles with fong
stems and loose garden-gathered
looking bouguets,”

While many brides still opt for trag-
ilonal nosegays of white, ivory and
champagne blooms, more want a
shot of color, ranging trom soft pas-
tels to vivid hues,

“THIS FOLLOWS THE garden
look,"" notes flonst Eve Dawis.

Il you have your heart sel on carry-
ng datiodils in a December wedding,
you probably can,

“In the past few yeats, there has
been a dramatic increase in the year-
round availability of llowers al tlonsts
across the country,” florat designer
Bobby Wiggins totd Bride's maga-
zine.

Nonetheless, forists  encourage
brides to use seasonal blossoms, Not
only are they more abundant and
healthy than hothouse flowers, they
are more affordable.

Shapes for bouquets range from
the fraditional clusters to elegant
cascades. Sweel nosegays are per-
fect lor weddings with an Edwardian
ilair. Sophisticated brides can carry
arm bouquels down the aisle,

Year-round flowers include or-

finesse
Nuptial blooms, from bouquets to decor

Whether it's traditional roses and iullps or more exotic blooms, the
bouquet adds a fresh finishing touch to any bride's ensemble. Bridal
gown is trom After Six Bridal Collection.

chids, fteesia, ifis and rhubrum My,
Asters, daflodits, dahhas, delphimium,
jasmine, pansies and peones are
spring-summer specialties. For fall
and winler weddings, try amaryliis,
calla lilies, heather and holly.

Your floral needs don't stop with
bouquets. L.ook for creative ways 1o
use flowers,

Elaborately decorated wedding
and reception siles may only need
simple flower arrangementss, where-
as a spartan reception hall will look

nore feshve wiln garlands of flowers,
potled palms and bright center-
peces.

For church weddings, use Nowers
ang greenery on pews and al the al-
ter. For a Jewish wedding, request a
testive chuppah festooned with ilo-
wors,

The flons! can also come up with
arrangemenis lor buifet and serving
tebles. Flowers make a nice accent
fer serving platters ang a tresh way
te top a wedding cake.

CENTERPIECES CAN a'sc create

oo ennt ol 160 your G ECoNG.
s plack-eyed Su-
ect 'or

tAreangements snoulc D¢ n
nan 16.inchaes )

or ¢eg 's 10 have ne ligwers
aecer refiect tne region sul-
, magrenas fer 3 Soatnern wecding
¢ et cotta powls flles wath exohc
B'ossCms n the Soutnwest

Siart oy lcowing for a flonst
Irfcugh recommengahons  Friends
can gve ycu some names and the
peopie at the wedang sile and re-
caeption nalk can often recommend a
good fionst.

Arrarge for your first censultation
e ta<e place al the Honst's shop,
S Snge’'s magazne. The shop
snouic be ethicently fun and the
salespecple courleous. And he flo-
wers shoul look fresh.

Bring along photos o bouquel
styles, cemterpieces and arrange-
ments you hke. as well as fabne
swalches from the bndal ang attend-
ants’ dresses. Also bring a sketch or
photo of your dress, it possible.

Let ine flonst know how many
guests will attend, whether 's a sit-
down meal or buftet and how many
tables will be set up.

You should also arrange for a con-
sullanon at the wedding and recep-
ton sites of al least give the flonst
the aderesses lor both il he or shes
not already famihar with the sites,

Alter the flonst has an idea o! the
look you want 1o achieve, set a budg-
et. Cost-culting 1ps include using
seasonal locally grown blossoms, as
well as moung dried and silk flowers.

OON'T FORGET TO order bou-
1ennieres {or the groom, lathers and
ushers, as well as corsages for the
moihers,

When you have agreed on the flo-
rat arrangements, both of you should
sign a wntten agreement. Include the
date and time for the tlowers lo be
detivered, what lypes of flowers, bou-
que! size. number of corsages and
boutonnieres. Also describe any vas-
es, ballopons or ribbons the florist
promises to provide, as well as the
name of the person who will set up
the site.




