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BAIDAL

1 Thursday. April 26, 1990

By Calhloan Colline Loa
special writer

CCORDING 1o Toby Haberman,
the bridal counler at Habor-
man’s Fabrics is a very busy
place on Saturday mornings.

“There are dozens of bndes and thes
moihers tined up here,”” says the co-
owner of this family store. “There are
yards ol lace and sik all over the place.

©

Here are some tips for making your
own gown;
® Planio be finished at least a week
belore the wedding.

@ If you are beading the lace yourselt,
do so betore applying lhe lace (o the
gown.

© Keep the diess, other patiern
pieces and lace in plastic bags 1o
protect aganst dusi, dirt and spills,

o Make a rough, mushn sample for a

The customers are so pleased 1o sec
the different ophicns we have here, and
they al check out whal the other
{brdes} are doing.”

Bul even Habetman was surprised by
a recent industry study showing lhal 40
petcent of hrides sew therr own dresses
or have a diess made ler them, rathet
than buy « reagy made. She wasn’t 1oo
surpnsed though — to her, the advan-
tages are obvious.

hitea boace.

® Usce a clean, sharp shears for tabric
and embroidery scissors lor lace.

® Use new glass-head or silk pins 10
awvid snags in hine {abrics.

® Use a new sewing machine needle
n a size appropnate 10 your fabtic.

® Make sure your iron is clean.

® Wash your hands and use hand
cream to avaid pulls on Iine {abncs. But
leave time for the cream 10 be absorbed
so that it doesn't cause stains.
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+ STERLING SILVER
* SILVER PLATE .
+ STAINLESS STEEL

Those who sew themselves or work
vith a dressmaker have more options
because hcy can combine styles thal
they like and whieh flatter them, Haber-
man says. Because the dress is made
lor (hem, at’s going to bt them petfectly,
And ofien they will have a betler quahty
aress tor less money. But even for Ihose
who elan 1o tuy a wedding dress ready
maae. Hagerman feels her store has a
ot (o otter,

“iIT'S PROBABLY the mosi expen-
swe ang important dress a woman will
buy.” says Haberman, “I can’t imagine
mawking that kind of purchase without
learning a ‘ot about it. People al a
ready-to-wear shop are nol going to
take the tune to explan about all the
different fabries and laces. This is the
bndal resourGe tor the siate of Michigan
— we can help people make an educat-
ed decision.”

The Royal Qak store, founded by
Haberman’s in-laws in 1858 and former-
ly known as House of Fabrics, does car-
ry many options tor bridal dresses, In
addition 1o silks, there are potyesters,

acelates and taltetas thal can work as
well as siks and cost less. Other fabrics
\here include 1apesinics, moire, velvet.
charmeuse, and jacquard. The shop
also has an enire case of diferenl col-
ored French taces —- re-embradered,
heaced, appugued, and plan.

Hapoerman says thal the statt 1s made
up of expenenced seamsliesses who
can pamni out some of the many options
avadable. Tney can show how 1o com-
oing patlerns and how 1o choose mate-
nals thal Hit wilhin a butiget, Tney ¢
you about shoriculs, ke having the
store “serge’” or bind the cdges of he
brdal veling for a nonunal cost., Ana
they mighil point out that it you want
beaded lace. you can save money by
beading it yoursell. One customer who
took thein up on that idea handsewed
3.000 beads on her wedding gown.

Haberman estmaies that the materi-
als for a wedding gown could cost from
$50 to $500. If you use a dressmaker,
those costs can vary, 100.

"Sometimes you known a dear iittle
lady who likes 10 keep her fingers busy
who will sew il for you tor $50," she
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H - ONEiDA *ROVAL DOULTON Enjoy Your Wedding. Ask Us

' + AND OTHERS To Make All The Arrangements

1 - R Wedding Receptlons * Bridal Showers

o0 our collection ol ongagament

T rings, latost styles with baguatte diamgnds. Engagement Partles

i ALL ON SALE . You should bo able to relax at your wodding, knowling that overy
last detail is covered - From the candles on the tables to the icing

{ LENOX CHINA on the cake and everything in betwoen,

EVERYDAY DISCOUNT Spaclalizing In complete off-premise catering to your home, club-

3 35% OFF house, outdoors or banquet halls, Or, for groups of 100-400 peo-

1 FAST DELIVERY ON ple, have your party at our banquet tacllity* in Novl,

i ALL MERCHANDISE We also cater famlly reunions, graduation partles, retirement

% partles, plenles, ote,

i at 12%Milo Rd. o BRIDAL ALP

i Royal Oak, 545-1885 . REGISTRY Let Us Help You H 15223 Famington Rd., Livonla
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