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says. “But depending on the complaxty
of tne design, the number of fillings, the
atheully of handling tne fabnc, and
wnether (he lace needs to e beaded, o
coutg cost $150 to $500.”

“But evenf you're in the upper range
tar poth fabncs and oressmaking and
you spend $1,000 on your dress, you'te
gaihg 10 have good siutl,” she adds.
UYou're talkng aboul a dress you
Goulkin't tauch for under $3,000. Ang
s nong o it you.”

ACCORDING TO Habaerman, sewing
A w2adng dress s nat as complicated
as you mant think,

"The techrmiques nvalved arg very
nasic,” she says. “It's not lixe taoring,
whete you have to be able to roll collars
or make welt pockers. it's all siraight
s2ams. And making veils or headpieces
5 really easy — i lell peopl2 ther hlile
trolher could make it with one hand.”

‘It's a combination of
traditional values and
'90s choices. Forty
years ago, you
wouldn’t have gotten
married in a pink
beaded gown, or had
your bridesmaid wear
black.'

— Toby Haberman
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Haberman's manager Patty Aumann {left) heips bride-to-be Molly McMillan of West Bloomtield choose
bridal veils. Watching is Molly's mother, Mary Jo McMillan.

For those with less talenied idtle
brolhers, Haberman's offers a seminar
every February on how to make your
own wedding gown. It features recent
customers moaeling their own gowns,
and includes tips on how to work witn
aifticult, expensive labrics.

Haberman says that although interest
n sewing dropped dramatically 10 or 15
years ago when many women began
working outside the home, a small but
usINg number have taken up sewing
again, She has customers coming in on
the recently compleled 1-696 ltreeway
from as tar away as Ann Arbor, St. Clair
Shores and Fiinl to take some of the

many ciasses offereg at the storz ang {o
buy matenals,

“It's a demano for quatty and for
s2ll-expression.” sne says of the in-
crease in sewing. "You know how when
people cook nowagcays i's gourmet
cooxing? Well, home sewing 1s gourmet
sewing. People are taking some of therr
Iimiled and precious free ime ang doing
something creative with 1t They teel
good and the end product is wonder-
tul.”

HABERMAN SAYS HER shop s
benelithng not only by the renewed in-
1erest in sewing, but aiso by 1he return
to more traditional weddings as well.

UIniarest in wedding gresses slackea
oft greally in tne '60s and earty '70s.”
sne says. “Peopla were getting marned
 heles of gaisies 10 ther dlue |eans
ANng that was line, it suned the Lmes.
But now people seem 1o be returning to
tragional values ang traditional weadd-
ngs.”

That doesn’t mean that they're wear-
Ing the same dresses peopie wore in the
*50s. thougn.

“It's a combination of traditional val-
ues and '90s choices,” Haberman says
with a smile. “Forly years ago. you
wouldn’t have gotten married i a pink
beaded gown, or had your bridesmards
wear black,”
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