Jean Walker’s goal: fun for handicapped kids

By Anne R, Lehmenn
spoclal wrlter

As coordinator of Bleomficld
SCAMP, the Oakland Counly sum-
mer day camp for physically and
mentally handlcapped children, Jean
Walker, 56, wears many hats.

In the summer youw'll find her,
whistle around her ncck, directing
school buses loaded with wheel
chalrs onto the premiscs of West
Hllts Mlddle School in West Bloom-
fleld Township.

The rest of the year she works
from her small cluilered office, In
that same building, fund-raising, re-
crulting, publicizing to assure that
she wlli be able to glve her kids the
most-wonderful summer possible.

Her work at SCAMP began 18
years ago, first as head of the water-
front and seven years later as Its dl-
rector. This energetic Bloomfield

Hills resident, wife and mother of
three, talks about herself as a peren-
nkal camper; a lover of (he outdoors
who since her early Glr) Scout days
has been Involved tn campling life in
some way.

‘That's pretty surprising consider-
tng she grew up In the New York
metropolitan arca. Yet alter earning
a bachelor's degree in physlcal edu-
cation from New York Unlversity,
she moved to the Midwest (o {each
swimming and earn a master's in ad-
ministration at the University of TlIt-
nols,

WHEN WAYNE State University
offered her a position as a physical
education instructor, Detroit became
her next stap.

While raising her chlldren, she

taught swimming part time, devel-
oped a swlm program for the handi-

Confab on county’s beauty

The Oakland Parks Foundation is
sponsoring a conference Friday,
April 27, on methods of protecting
the county’s most significant natural
areas.

Entitled “Protecting the Natural
World: Opportunities In Oakland
Counly,” the event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. In Oakland
Unlversity's Oakland Center,

Kerry Kammer, oiten referred to

as the father of the Michigan Land
Trust Fund, wlll speak at the open-
ing breakfast, An awards ceremony
recognizing more than 30 groups In-
volved with protecting the natural
environment will also be included.

Oakland Universlty Is at the cor-
ner of Squirrel Road and Waiton
Boulevard In Auburn Hills. For more
information, call 335-2771.
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Play bingo to help SCAMP

To allow more needy, handl-
capped children to attend the Oak-
land County day camp this sum-
mer, SCAMP s holding 2a BINGO
bash, 7:30-10:30 p.m. Monday, April

30, In the cafeteriz of West Hills

Mlddle School, Lone Plne Road
cast of Middlebelt, West Bloom-
fleld. A1l proceeds will go directly
te the camp. For more Informa-
tlon, call SCAMP coordinator Jean
Walker at 540-5278.

capped and In 1982, accepted the po-
sitlon to hcad the SCAMP water-
front. It is as a result of her hard
work and commitment that the
camp has grown and evolved Into the
remarkable program It has become.

SCAMP — a name which evolved
alter ariglnally belng called Sume
mer Camp, then S Camp and {lnally
SCAMP ~ draws [rom 40 school dis-
tricts and caters to physicatly, men-
tally and hearing impaired children,
The slx-week program is staffed by
180 voluntcers and professionals,
creating an almost 1:2 ratio between
counsclors and campers.

Walker believes in  stretching
these kids who range In age from 3-
26, and has piloted innovative pro-

grams as well unlque opportunities.
They are offered overnight camplng,
enjoy puppet and clown shows and
venture out on fleld trips to such
places as the Nature Center at Belle
Isle, Cranbrook Science Muscum and
mare. This year, according to Walk-
er, the staff will even include a 1l
brarian/storyteller.

In recent years speclal services in-
cludlng occupational, physical and
specch therapy have been offered as
part of the program. “Having fun Is
the major focus of SCAMP, but we
also strive to maintain academic
skills through the summer,” says
Walker.

SUCH SERVICES are extremely
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costly and conscquently Walker has
taken on the role of primary fund-
ralser. “Therc are only 400 spots
avallable at SCAMP which are fllled
on a first-come, flrst-served basis,”
says Walker. “We could casily dou-
ble that amount, but each year we
turn away people largely because of
lack of funding.”

An onnual  Valentine’s brunch
helps defray the $225,000 operating
costs of SCAMP. In an cffort to raise
additional funds for scholarships,
SCAMP Is holding a BINGO bash
7:30.10:30 p.m. April 30 In the West
Hills Middle School Cafcteria, All
proceeds will go directly to the
camp.

“Like all non-proflt organizallons,
we are always looking for new ways
to raise moncy,” says Walker. “We
figured we would create a fun cve-
ntng for our supporters and friends,

Jean Walker

after all, isn't that what SCAMP Is
all about — having {un?" For more
Information, call Walker at 540-
5279,
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It Can Be Made in Marble, We Can Make It”

N

— Westland Custom Marble
36222 Glenwood » Westland
(3 Blocks W. of Wayne Road)

PRESENTING OUR EXCLUSIVE
$295 MEN'S SUIT COLLECTION

40 Professional Studio Artists
Juried-Mixed Media Exhibition

SOMERSET MALL

W, Big Beaver Rd. at Coolidge, Troy
Friday 10-9 / Saturday 10-6 / Sunday 12-5

\M think this is one of the finest suit values you will find at this price.
Each reflects the high standards of design you have come to expect from Graham
& Gunn Ltd, including impeccable tailoring, fine quality wool blend fabrics and
attention to every detail. They feature traditional soft-shoulder styling with fully-
lined jackets and plain or pleated trousers. Choose from a selection of solids or
classic patterns. $295.
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DON'T MISS THESE INCREDIBLE SAVINGS ON
“FINE DESIGNER FURNITURE

2%+ OFF

EVERYTHING MUST GO

’n addition, our professional sales associates are sensitive to your time and
really understand what they are selling. Our on-premise tailors perform all alterations
in our own tailor shop with absolutely no charge for normal alterations, and that .
includes more than just cuffs and sleeves. You also receive our no-questions-asked .
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return policy to ensure your complete satisfaction.

LEMUWCE CENTER Somenct Mall, 643.6700
1734 CRESTVIEW ST 2649 Wess Big Beaver Ruad, Troy
Featuring Hickey-Freeman and Southwick clothing
Graham & Gunn Lid Charge, The American Express Cand,
Diners Club Cand, Discovet Cand, MasterCanl, Visa
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