Thursdoy, April 26, 1890 O&E

{03158

'

SEMCOG socks feds for Oakland road grant:

By Tim Richard
statt wrller

Detrolt has one million people,
Lake Angelus 400, but both won help
fram the Southeast Michigun Counceil
of Governmienis in their reglonal
battles.

SEMCOG's Executive Commilttee
last week voted to:

® Object to the federal govern-
ment's giving a  “demenstration
grant” for road work tn the Auburn
Mills megamall project area north
of Pontlac without a SEMCOG re-
gional planning review. Lake An-
gelus is fighting what many catl an
“urban sprawl" projeet.

® Ask (he state Air Pollution Con-
trol Commission 1o reconsider its 6-4
decislon to shut down Detrolt’s trash
wneinerator,

¢ Endorse state legislation allow-
ing Detrolt to continue levying a 5
percent tax on utility bills.

LAKE ANGELUS Mayor Francls
McMath, whose city is in court fight-
ing environmental permits for the
megamall, objected to the Oakland
County Road Commission’s request
for a federal demonstration grant to
widen and pave Lake Angelus road
between Baldwln and Joslyn roads.

“That road is two lanes of dirt and
doesn't go anywhere. Its only pur-
pose Is 1o serve Western Develop-

‘None of us looks unkindly at
demonstration grants. But we've spent
time making a regional plan. Wouldn’t
it make more sense to spend it
(federal money) on things in the

regional plan?’

:v;zgila":or Its megamall,” said — County commissioner Larry Pernick
Auburn Mills 1l, in the D-Southfield

clty of Aubura Hills, would cover 1.8
million square feet when bulit. The
project I3 favored by Auburn Hills
and Pontiac for the tax base it would
provide Pontlac schools and for re-
tail and constructlon jobs.

But SEMCOG staffer Carmine
Palombo sald federal highway offi-
cials told him “our review and ap-
proval were not a prerequisite for
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approval of federal dollars” because
the project is a demonstratlon grant,
not part of the regular construction
program.

“THIS IS HOW Congress deals,”
added G. Robert Adams, No. 2 man
in the Michigan Department of
Transportation.

“'Congressman (Bob) Carr (D-East
Lansing} got the demonstration
project. He's trying to get moncy
that is being spent all over the coun-
try and we don't get any. Michlgan ks
a doner state already,” Adams said.

The SEMCOG Executive Commit-
tee gave 27-0 volee approval to a
resolutlon which doesn'l oppose the
grant to the Gakland Road Commls-
sion, but cbjects to Congress exclud-
ing it from SEMCOG review. SEM-
COG is a seven-county agency which
does regional road, water, housing
and transportatlon planning.

“None of us lJooks unkindly at

Varied as to store.

demonstratlon grants,” said Larry
Pernick, Oakland County commis-
sioner from Southfield. “But we've
spent time making a reglonal plan.
Wouldn't it make more sense to
spend It {federal money) on things In
the reglonal plan?”

TWO CHIEFS of SEMCOG
blistered the April 17 actlon of the
Alr Pollution Control Commission in
ordering the shutdown of the Great-

r Detroit Resource Recovery Au-
thority Incinerator, an east slde
trash-to-cnergy burner scrving the
city and some suburbs.,

“1 almost fell out of my chair,”
sald SEMCOG Chalr Milton Mack, a
Wayne County commissioner. *They
made a mistake. If you wanted to
harm the eavironment, you'd shut it
down. If you wanted (o improve the
environment, you'd lct It operate.,

“The Sierca Club representative

(on the MAPC) made the motion and

said It was her duty Lo control alr
pollution, What they (Detroit) did
with trash was up Lo them.”

Mack sald there would be a “rip-
ple clfect,” with Detrolt trash
haulers linlng up at landfllls, where
the trash could contaminate ground-
water. The continued use of landfills
throughout the reglon would do more
barm than the lIncinerator, Mack
sald.

SEMCOG Executlve Director John
Amberger said the MAPC audlerce
was “a very strong anti-incinerator
crowd. They behaved abomlnably
toward our {SEMCOG) staff, saying
‘I hope your chlldren have' cancer
some day.’ There was a lot of
abuse."

A VOICE VOTE was about 20-2 in
tavor of asking MAPC to reconslder
its vote to close the inclnerator,

SEMCOG noted the city and stale
Department of Natural Resources
were agreeable to a consent order
under which the city would Install
new equipment to remove excess
amounts of mercury {rom the emls-
sions.

Holly village president Ardath Re-
gan, however, urged SEMCOG not te
send the wrong message with its res-
olutlon.

“There is a risk to SEMCOG's
credibility. Are you saying {to
MAPC;) *Set aside your strictures un-
der law?

“We lost the TSCC (state Toxic

Control
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whose members resigned en masse
when they failed Lo get support),”
sald Regan. “Don't let it be miscom- -~
municated to the public that the Air

£

Pollution Commlsslnn should be the |

next to go."

THERE WAS NO controversy
over SEMCOG's resolution asking
the state Legislature to pass a per-
misslve law restorlng Detroit's 5

rcent tax on natural gas, electric
nnd telephone bills,

"SEMCOG has a long history of
support for local government home
rule and empowering local govern-
ments to address thelr own fiscal sit-
uations,” the resolution sald.

Wayne Circult Judge Marvin
Stemplen in February ruled the tax
uncoliceiible after mid-1988 because
of a “sunsct" provislen in the en-
abling act. Detroit Is now before the
State Court of Appeals.

1 Stempicn lIs upheld Detrolt
would have to 1) refund $100 million
In back taxes and 2) lose $60 milllon
a year in future revenue.

The Democratic-run House has
passed a new enabling Jaw, but the
Republican-run Senate is holding up
actior. until Democrats agree to pass
GOP property tax cut plans,

Another question, unnddressv:d by
SEMCOG and the Leglslature, is
whether the new utility tax would
have to be approved by Detroit vot-
ers under the Headlee tax limitation
amendment o the Michigan Consti-
tution.




