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still thinking snow.

They're wondering how they're going to
clear the white stuff from the sidewalks
:planned for In front of their houses — a very

legitimate concera, as we see it.
", Confusion arose about snow removal when the
armington Hills City Council last weck ap-
proved the project plan for new sidewatks along
Farmlogton Road, between 12 and 13 Mile.

As we wrote last fall, we appreciate the ap-
pr tongtime Farmington Road residents
fee) toward plans to build sldewalks along the
" two-lane residential stretch.

Some homeowners across whose frent yards
walkways wilt pass fear the worst — falling
property values, more vandalism, less privacy.

But based on experiences in other parts of
Farmington Hills, we stand by the city’s long-
standing policy that calls for sidewalks along
vmajor roads.

Safety indeed is as much a reason to add walk-
ways as utility, especially along a main artery in
one of the city's most densely populated areas.
Gravel shoulders are no subslitutes for side-
walks.

SOME FARMINGTON Road residents are

WITH THE city making a concerted pitch to
‘apply the policy, former councilman Paul
- Sowerby hit the bull’s-eye in urging the council
to "address the issue of maintenance. That's re-
sponsible government.”

Under the city code, the city maintains the
structural integrity of the sidewalks it adds atong
major roads. In short, that means the city repairs
heaving. spalling and cracks. Homeowners must
clear the snow or face a possible $500 fine per
day.

Because sidewalks on major roads bear more
foot traffic and serve more people than those in-
side subdivisions, we think the city should pro-
vide snow removal on major roads in residential
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P ROTEST, an essential part of maintain-
3 ing liberty, is being threatened in our
ke communities. Residents should be deep-
H 1y disturbed at and resent this danger-
“A-ous intrusion into our rights of assembly and free
“fispeech.

= Recently a handiul of suburbs have enacted
Toordinances to curtail picketing in front of specif-
ric persons’ homes. The guise under which these
Jrordinances are being adopted is lo maintain pri-
=vacy.

In West Bloomficld, Bloomfield Hills, Bloom-
:| field Township and Birmingham the situation re-
volves around the ever-controversial abortion
issue, Pro-life forces are putting the squeeze on
individuals who work at abortion clinies by pick-
eting their homes.

Having someone stand in front of your home
{ and protest has the potential to be annoying, em-

barrassing and maddening. But these inconveni-

eices we must bear.
. Our freedom to protest is loo imporiant to
=t fritter away because seme would rather restriet
the noise in their subdivision to the incessant din
of lawnmowers.

Alter all, nobedy ever said that maintaining a
free society would be casy. Unfortunately ex-
pediency for the sake of mediocrity is too rapidly
replacing militaney in the defense of freedom,

While sketching out Lhe parameters of “dis-
turbing the public repose,” Edmund Burke put it
best: “the firebell at midnight disturbs our sleep;

sent hundreds of letters and made more

telephone calls than they could cver

count, but a group of hard-working vol-
unteers can be proud-of the community support
they've muslered for a longtime but little-
known Birmingham organization,

Saturday's Theater Arts Ball, a fund-ralser for
Blrmingham’s Vitlage Players, is the finale to a
week of actlvities orchestrated to Involve the

this thespian organizalion, one of

R T HEY'VE KNOCKED ON dozens of doors,

Sidewalks
Snow removal:

pressing issue

arcas and at least share the cost.

That seems only fair. Unlike in commercial
areas, homeowners can't pass the cost to con-
sumers or absorb it as a cost of doing business.

While we applaud council members for direct-
ing the ¢ity manager to study the snow removal
issue, we urge them to follow up and adopl a
fairer winter maintenance policy.

WHA'T'S THE cost Lo buy a couple of traciors
equipped with brushes and hire seasonal help?
Who's responsible for snow removal when resi-

dents are out of lown? Who's responsible for
clearing crosswalks not within a home’s fron-
tage?

These are just some of the key questions beg-
ging for answers.

We trust City Manager Bill Costick provides
the answers by Tall. Let’s not kid ourselves, Vast
stretches of new sidewalk not only along Farm-
ington Road but also other major residential
roads aren't likely to be accessible next winter,
How many residents, especially retirees, will
have the elbow power or extra cash to clear a
120-foot by 5-fool walk?

Residents inside subs well know the rage that
rises — even though they realize there's no alter.
native — when the plow drives by and fills their
newly cleared driveway apron with 1.2 feet of
snow. Imagine the chore at hand when a walk on
a major road bears the brunt of that plow?

Drainage is a real concern. Laying a slab of
concrete — without concern for privacy or prop-
erty rights — typically isn't the city’s style.

But In the case of Farmington Road, we won-
der. Surprisingly, many residents didn’t seem to
be aware of the project plan until the night the
council voted on it,

If city leaders expeet Farmington Road resi-
dents to have a sense of respect for the planned
sidewalks, they'd better wise up and assure that
enginecring plans reflect homeowner design
wishes where practical.

Political protest
#Privacy issue blurs basic freedom

but it keeps you from being burnt in your bed.”

In truth, these crdinances have nothing to do
with protecting a person's right to privacy. The
street in front of your house is just as public as
those in front of township hall and the White
tlouse,

For some time, now, suburbanites’ right of as-
sembly and protest have been hindered by shop-
ping malls whose management maintains that
their enclosed areas are private. Hired securily
forces prowl the corridors seeking Lo quash any
sign of divergence from the norm,

Malls are replacing the traditional lown
squares of Amecrica, subdivions are replacing
neighborhoods. And at cach stage of suburban
development, those in charge of the stalus quo
wrest a it more of freedom away from us.

What these ordinances do is reflect an attitude
in our society which says Lhat political protest is
somehow vulgar and beneath those who can af-
ford to keep it out of their sight.

The issue over which the protest is taking
place is insignificant — today pro-life, tomorrow
pro-chioice, the next day ecology. The cause
matlers not, the right to assemble, demonstrate
and speak out is foremost.

Using privacy as a scapegoat is not only
threatening to the right of pratest but (o the le-
gitimate right to prlvacy. If everylime somcone
inconvenienced by prolest raises the issue of pri-
vacy, the meaning of privacy will become
blurred beyoend recognition.

Village Players

Hard work pays off for local theater

that's raised through ticket sales and the evening
of the event witl be profit used to renovate the
lobby of The Village Players buildlng. They also
persuaded many downtown merchants to turn
over display windows to the group during Village
Players Week, The windows became living scrap
books, showing photographs and costumes of pri-
or Players productions.

An open house brought communlly residents
into the theater to see Lhe building renovation
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thé'oldest in Michigan. The group was chartered
“f-In 1923 and has been producing first-class pro-
ductions ever since. .

Like most of the many community theaters in
our subtirbs, this group relies on support of its
residents, the people who llve next door to those
‘| who take the starring roles on the stage as well
s behind the curtalns, for its continuing support.

Volunteers raised enough money to cover
nearly.all of the Ball's costs, so that everything

'

to dale, as well as to watch rehearsals
of the group’s upcuming production and the set
building thal goes with it.

There are many community theater groups in
the metro area who could take example from the
activities and enthusinsm of The Village Players.
‘These grassroots organizations can't be success-
ful without the support of their communitics.

Our hats are off to the Players and to the local
businesspeople and residents who've made Vil-
lage Players Weck a success. C

1T DOESN'T
SEEM RIGHT.

’
LOOK A7 THE ¢
BRIGHT SIOE. WE'RE
NGT POLLUTING2
THE EARH, ¢

We mustn’t underplay
educational challenge

“It is only the ip
spise education.”
«= Publlus Syrus

OW IRONIC that Ameri-
ca's  best-known  school
teacher, Christa MeAu-

liffe, dled aboard the
space shuttle Chaltenger.

For challenge Is the essence of
teaching — challenging tomorrow's
adults ta reach for the stars today in
their quest for knowledge.

Qur nation has 23 mlllion illl-
terates, The problem fsn’t knew, nor
is it belng lgnored. But as Farming-
ton Superintendent Mlke Flanagan
put It: “To have any in a country
with this kind of wealth is absolutely
Intolerable.”

Within thls backdrop, 1 wasn't
surprised to see nine candidates en-
ter the race for two openling scats on
the Farmington school board.

Serving on the school board sn't
the prestige position some think it is.
You're just as apt to catch brickbats
as plaudits. And the pay isn't any-
thing to bank on — typlcally less
than $900 a year,

But it's a key job, one of the most
vital in our community.

who de-

Farmington Publlc Schools boasts
11,000 students, 1,900 employees, 30
buildings and an $89 million budget.
So all taxpayers — not just parents
— should have a vested interest in
the dlstrict’s well belng.

UPWARDS OF 75 percent of the
taxpayers don't have children in
Farmington schools. But public edu-
cation Is an American birthright.
‘The public is obllgated to provide it.

Frankly, I'm amazed that taxpay-
ers without kids In the schools don’t,
as a general rule, become more in-
volved in the education of today's
younger generation durlng  their
most Impressionable years,

Take It from Flanagan: “During
the Kennedy years, we were (n the
space race. Some people see us in
the high-dellnition television race
right now. I think those are small po-

tatoes next to the real race that
we're in - and that's the brain
race.”"

Heek, I can't think of a more cru-
ctal misslen than cducating our kids.

With (wo klds In Farmingten
schools and with my wife an elemen-
tary school teacher In another Oak-
land County distrlet, I speak from
firsthand experience.

THIS SPRING'S Farmington
school board race won't be
shortchanged on issues,

Currleulum, facilitics, program-
ming and staff training have popped
up already as buzzwords on (he
stump.

Among the specific Issues I'd like
to sce addressed are equal learning

,  student
substance abuse, gifted educatlon,
high technology and publle trust.  *

T urge every voter (o make sure
they reglster by the May 14 deadline
and they vote on June 11,

1In the meantime, study up so your
vole is informed. N

And remember, voting Is more}:
than a privilege, It'sa rmponsibllily.:»

Bob Skiar is editor of the Farmn-g:
ington Observer. .
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H waler. {Include wetlands under wa- » . K3
Disconnect e Police action #
Yes we cherlsh home rute, but &

with home rulers so short-sighted as b

To the editor:

During a week in which world at-
tentlon is so closely focused en the
health of the environment, It is sad
to flnd an edltorlal {April 9), as
yours, supporting the proposed Hag-
gerly Connector, which essentially
discourages conservation of the re-
sourees of our part of the world.

Those who look to the Haggerty
Connector to solve rush-hour Lraffic
congestion will find the finished road
llled by cars from the development
it has spawned — clght- instead of
two-lane gridlock,

Yes, development is here now, but
nothing compared to what the con-
nector will bring. And nothing com-
pared to what will follow when M-
275 is extended — (he next step in
this grand plan, We'll be told that it
is necded to “relleve” the congestlon
on the connector,

Population of the tri-county area
Is not increasling, but simply moving
out in concentrie circles, spurred by
the Insatiable hunger for “growth,”
painted as progress, and called [neve
Itable,

By our focus on growth, we are
touling our own nest, when the only
hope of our future health Is to focus
on conservation, Every mile of new
“outward bound" highway
discourages mass transportation, en-
courages poltution of alr, land and

future, perhaps we need a big
brother llke the EPA!

Lorna D. McEwen,

West Bloom{field

City message
loud and clear

To the editor:

The message that the Farmington
Hills Clty Council sent on March 26
1s loud and clear.

To all resldents of Farmington
Hills, old and new: If you wish to
ercet something that is against city
ordinance, just follow these three
casy steps:

® Don't bother secking permis-
sion from Cily Hall, because they
don't enforce the ordinances any-
woy.
{ Ercet sald structure wherever
you want on your property.

@ Get city council to amend the
ordinance to it your already exist-
ing structuce.

This is a tried and true method.
Precedence has been set. All of this
goes to prove the city of Farmington
Hills is better at collecting taxes
than at using them to enforce ils

laws.
Christine Mack,
Farmington Hills
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To the editor: H

1t is Incomprehensible that the!
Farmington Hills Potlce Officer’s;
Association would accept a deal with+
a fund-raising organization that only.
provided a 15-cent on the dollar)
payolf. ped

To sacrifice thelr Integrity, theid;
high-standing reputation in the com2)
munity, the fiscal respect of the peo-t
ple who pay thelr salaries, and the:
loyalty of people who have depended
and trusted In thelr service — well,!
someone at the highest ranks of this
pollce officer’s organlzation must b,
pretty desperate. .

It is true that the pension plai

falr and truly motivaling plan has
not been implemented. -
But there are other ways lo draw ..
clvic altentlon. Telephone harasse.
ment, always at dinner or family :;
times, is disruptive and counterpro-
ductive to the communlty at large. .
Farmington Hills has a fantastic;!
police organization. e
This actlon, on the part of the’
POA, does nothing other than de-,
stroy what years of honest, hard po-'i*
llce work has created. I8
Mr. and Mrs, Thomas Hector, !’
Farmington Hills '
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