Hilis acquires
historic map

« An extremely rare Michlgan Ter-
aritory map dating to 1825 was re-
;cently bought by the Farmington
‘Hills Historical Commlssion, It was
presented to the clty council Mon-
day.

~ Called the Rlsdon map, it is the
first map that ever showed the
Farmington arca as an entity, 1t was
done by O. Risdon in 1825, 13 years
before Michigan statchood.

“It doesn’t say Farmington, or
Farmlngton Township, and of course
it doesn't say Farmington Hills, it
.says 'Power Seltlement,’ " sald may-
“or and local historlan Jean Fox. “It's
*a map to go and stake your claims
“on."”

the Farmington Hills Clty Hall In
which to display thc map, as well as
early newspapers given to the com-
mission.

THE MAP Is approximately 27
inches by 41% inches and s on linen
backing.

it depicts about onc quarter of
Michigan, the southeast quadraat,
and is the first map printed after the
initial survey of the Mlchigan Terri-
tory in 1817. About slx erganized
countles are shown, among them
Wayne and Oakland.

To the north and west on the map
ts stlll all Indlan country, as the Indi-
an treatles ceding that arca had not
yet been effected.

“This s an rare and im-

Y FOX CALLED it "an
i plece of our lovely history.”

portant document,” said John Will-
yard, Farmington Hiils Historlcal
C member.

.. "I feel particularly fortunate to
have thisin F Hills."

t “Power Settlement” is scripted in
+tiny, Dawless Spencerian penman-
Wshipon the map.

The map was done just one year
after Arthur Power and hls party of
sQuakers came Into this area from
AF NY., an
-aseveral small houses,

"
‘t ‘Three other known coples of the
1« 165-year-old map survive, One s in
-ithe Michlgan Historical Collections
‘sat the Unlverslty of Michlgan, a sec-
.+ond s at the Detroit Public Library
-+Burton Historical Collection and a
hird also Is at the Detrolt Public Li-

sbrary.
A speclal case Is being made at

-act persons from all over the state.

Leaders In Michigan's historle preserva.
tion movement wil! gather at Botsford Inn in
Farmington Hllls on Friday and Saturday,
ay 11-12, for the spring conference of the
ichigan Historic Preservation Network.

“Reinlng tn Galloping Growth — Preser-
atlen and the Planning Process” Is the
ocus of the two-day event, which will at-

“Not only are the known coples
very searce, but it is the first map
which shows the settlement of what
later became Farmington. We are
foriunate to have It.”

WILLYARD WAS instrumental in

bringlng the map's existence to the
jon of

Professional restoratlon of the map

was completed in 1989,

The map's restoration took one
year,

The Hills Historical Commlsslon
pald several hundred dollars for the
map, and about the same amount to
restore it. An cxact figure was not
available, Fox said.

and growth," sald Jennifer
Clarkston, MHPN president.

site

Hills is the

News briefs from the Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills city
3 halls will appear regularly in this

column,

'»@ FARMINGTON HILLS

@ Rlver rescue — The clty coun-
% cll has adopted a resotutlon In honor
3of Rouge Rescue '30 on Saturday,

~June 2,

The city “supports the Friends of
«~'the Rouge in thelr efforts to restore
+ 1 the Rouge River and supports Rouge
4t Rescue '90, a day in which publle at-
+« tentlon is focused on the cleanup and
recreationzl potentlal of the Rouge
River.”

The Friends Is a public Interest
7:group dedicated to restoring and
4+ preserving the Rouge through publie
+teducation and an annual river
«,cleanup, The Rouge River
J ! Walershed Basin s home to 1.5-mil-
+lon people in three counties.

® Intersection vpgrading — Five
intersections wlllkbc_dlmpmved this

F
“3specifically because of the clty's success in
-ysaving their histaric architecture in the face

Hills approves resolution
'supporting Rouge Rescue

CITY HALL

of 10 years' pressure of rapid development

Speakers will include State Sen. Robert
Geake of Nerthvllle, State Rep. James Kos-
teva of Canton Township; Kristine Williams,
of the Planning and Zoning Center Inc. of
Lansing, and Michael Ward, of the Ilinols
Histeric Preservation Agency in Springfictd,

John Donohue and Gerald Fisher, local at-
torneys with Kohl, Secrest, Wardle, Lynch,
Clark & Hampton will speak on “Historic

Farmington Hills Historical Commission members Steve Olsen
(left), Kathryn Briggs and John Willyard pose with the Risdon
Map, the first map that ever showed the Farmington area as an

Radcllff, of

tell of

Preservation: Setting the Tone and Tempa
for Growth Management” at a Friday morn-

Ing sesslon.

“MeldIng Historlc Sltes with the 1990s" Is
the topic with which Jean Fox, mayor of
Farmington Hills, will open the conference
on May 11. Willlam Costick, Farmington
Hills city manager, will speak on historie
preservation in the Year 2000 Plan, on Sat-
urday mornlng. Costick wlll share the podi-
um with Wendy Strip Sittsamer, who will

F 1

Thursday, April 26, 1990 O&E

tled here.

Discusston witl be held in the historic ball-
room at Botsford Inn, restored by the first
Henry Ford in 1923 as a site for American
country dancling, of which Ford was an afl-
cionado.

Luncheon each day wH! be in the

(FRA

SHARON LeMIEUX/stalf photographer

entity. It denotes “Power Settiemeant” and was done in 1825, just
one year after the Arthur Power family of Farmington, N.Y., set-

Hills to host conference on historic preservation

nor Warner's Manslon) will be open follow-
ing Friday's dinner for a speclal tour for
conference attendees; Jewhurst, at the
Kanbe Ampico Grande piano in the music
room, will entertain with songs and musle of
IB(B)I:‘-IMO ~ Governor Warner's perfod,

Room; on Friday, the Farmington Hills His-
tarie Destrict Commisslon wlll be hosts at a
receptlon in the Coach House, to be followed
by dinner. Musie for the reception and din-
ner whl be by James Jewhurst, planlst.

ment.

tyranny (and) recognize that bigotry
provides a breeding ground for tyr-
anny to Mourish,"

The

newsbeat

& Parking lot landscaplng — The
city councll has amended the 2oning
ordinance to require canopy trees in
and around parking lots, loading
areas and slmilar paved arcas serv-

® Improved ys —
city council has awarded the 1990
sidewalk removal and replacement
program to Sterllng Heights-based
Ttalia Construction, the lowest of
seven bidders.

The cost to replace deterforated
sections of sldewalk in southeast
Farmington Hills wlll be $125,012.

Ing motor vehlcles in

zones.

Trees must be of the large decldu-
ous type. Large evergreens wlil be
allowed with planning commission
approval.

QOne tree must be planted per each
2,800 square fect of paved surface
arca with 2 minimum of two trees
per such area.

Trees must be distributed evenly
throughout the paved area. Each
tree must have an open Jand area of
at least 75 square fect to provide for

trunk ra-

ear by paving
Co. at a cost of $146,468, the lowest
of five blds.

The intersections are:

1. Drake, south of Old Homestead
— curbs and resurfacing.

2. Halsted, north of Grand Rlver
— closlng gaps In the southbound
right-turn lane.

3, Southbound Inkster at
Northwestern Highway — add a
right-turn lane,

4, Farmington Road at Hearth-
stone — tapers will be lengthened to
+accommodate a planned traffic sig-

»aal,

V5. 11 Mtle, cast of Halsted — a

+ slope will be graded to permit great-

4 er vialbility to motorists entering 11

Mile from the Hunt Club subdivislon,
‘Work will be done between May 1

and June 30,

® Cable studlo — The clty councll
bas accepted an offer from the
Southwestern Oaklaod Cable Com-

access atudlo,
Fire Statlon No. 1 will be move«{
fon al

anda

dius of three feet for protection.

Curbing or other sultable devices
must protect the plantings from ve-
hlcles. Trees must be planted prior
to fssuance of a final occupancy per-
mit but all trees must be shown on
the site plan.

The planning commlssion ap-
proved the change.

The change applics to new con-
struction, Including bullding addi-

tons.

Councilman Terry Sever opposed
it because he felt It might discourage
bullding expansion, especially car
dealerships, which rely heavily on
paved parking areas,

& Game time — “It’s an interest-
ing game that’s played in Laming,”
state Rep, Jan Dolan, R-Farmington
Hills, told the city couneil,

Much of the wheellng and dealing,
she explained, goes on at the com-
mittee level, not on the House or
Senate floor.

Asal lawmaker with no
senlority, she sald she fecla frustrat-
ed about knowlng “what's golng on"
but “not belng able to &o ‘:ﬂ! much

to a new site under
Nine Mile and Drake.

. ® Police presence — Pollce offl-
‘cern on traffic patrol targeted
Farmington Road, north of 12 Mile,
over a recent threeda lod
banding out 110 tickets.
8 related,
More selective caforcement along
the 40.mph stretch is In tho offing,
City Manager Blil Costick promises.

h{nst wcré

sasbeeasesssresrity

{ifhbhrbriotgigh
)

about it," p e ares of
tax reform.

& Time to remember— In sup-
porting & resolutlon declaring April
22.29 as the Days of Remembrance
of the Victims of the Holocaust
Week, the clty councll proclalmed:

“The people of Farmington Hilla
will rededicate themselves to the
principles of equal justlca to all peo-
ple, be externally vigilant againat all

$152, will cover $40,435. The city's
cost, for intersection ramps and ma-
jor-road sidewalk repalrs, will be
$84,577,

® Tax talk — Councilman Aldo
Vagnoxzi wants the ecity councll
come (o a concensus on current
state-level property tax proposals.

He asked fellow councll members
to bring thelr ideas to the table, s0
the clty could send a resolution to
Lansing with concerns and ideas.

Short range, he proposes a cap on
annual property tax assessment in-
creases to the inflation rate and an
Increase limit on homestead proper-
ty tax rebates from the present
$1,200, He also wants to look at long-
range solutions,

But councilman Terry Sever said,
although be “would like to support
such an effort, he is concerned with
current state-level proposals and the
politics tied to them.

“I hate to sound like a Scrooge,”
he sald, “But I think the old polltical
game is belng played because it's an
clection year. They bave a double-
edged system where they can vote
for everything, then kill it in appro-
priation.

“T would like to sce where ex-
penses will be cut.” 4

g0 expected to offer ade-
talled proposal at a future council
meeting.

® New member — Mayor Jean
Fozx, with councll approval, appolat.
ed Dorothy Woolley to the Farming-
ton Area Commission on Aging, re-
placing Esther McDonough who re-
cently resigned. Wooley i3 a
Farmington Nursing Home volun-

On seat remains opu:“nn the ad-
visory commission, - .

® Legal decislon — The city
counci] expects to make a- decislon
about who will serve as the new city
attorney by the end of May, |

The council wiil meet at 5:30 p.m.
Monday, May 7 and 14, to Interview
more legal counsel candidates.

The Farmington Historle Museum (Gover-

y, Ruth and Dan
Burnett will lead a tour of “Ghost Villages of
Farmington" for conference attendees, to
bring the weekend to a close, “Farmington
Hills has quite a story to tell,” said Moehl-
man, chair of the Farmington Hills Historic
District Commisslon.

ANN ARBOR BIRMINGHAM DEARBORN

GROSSE POINTE

QGNATUp
COLLECTION

]
Fiesta, by Nancy Meller. A cool
natural for warm weather
leisure hours. Soft blue cotton
"= chambray, overstitched with
multicolors, Punctuated by hot
paprikakurty/bright blue
mini-stripes. Sites 4 to 12.
Vest, cord-tied backwaist, $65.
Short steeve Ttop $50.
Diend) skirt, $68.
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Wo wolcome Jacobsor's Charga, MosteiCard! VISA® and Amarican Exproat® '+
Shop until 9 pem. on Thutsday and Friday. Until 8 pm. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday snd Saturday.




