‘Serenading Louie’ looks at compulsions

Performances of “Serenading
Louie” continue through Satur-
day, April 28, at the Smith The-
atre on the Ornhnrd Ridge Cam-
pus of Oakland Community Col-
fege in Farmington Hills, For
ticket information call 471-7700.

By Richard Marsh
speclal writer

Everyone s computsive In one
way or another, It just depends on
the degree, as to how dangerous it is,

This is the basis for “Serenading
Loufe” at the Smith Theater. The

play Is more of a characler study
llmn story, It focuses on two couples
who have been longtime friends, and
cach of them has a compu]slon of
one kind or another.

Alex, whose only true Interest Is in
himself and his ambltions for the fu-
ture, is played intensely by Jim
Cook. While Alex Is a tense charac-
ter, Cook, who doubles as the show's
dircctor, makes hlm seem like he

Satiric
playlets
engaging

Performances of "The Apple
Tree," presented by the Southfield
Performing Arts Center Inc. and
Tap Lid. Productions, continue
through Sunday, May 6, at the
Days Hotel in Southfield, Dinner
or brunch is available. For ticket
information call 5571800,

8y Bob Welbel
speclal writer

Theatre Arts Productions’ latest
dinner theater show is the some-
times whimsleal, often outrageous
little musleal “The Apple Tree” As
originally produced, the show ls
three musleal playlets — each one
satlrizing the many faccts of a wom-
an’s persanality.

TAP has dropped, however, “The
Lady or the Tiger,” whose setting
wlth Monte Hall “let’s make a deal”
doors would be a bit much for a din-
ner theater room. No matter. It
makes for a tighter show. Which, by
the way, Is a thoroughly enjoyable
romp,

Bill Wilson and Jane Shaffmuster
p!uy the princlpal roles. Wilson is

essed with a pleasant vojce, Hls
chnraclcn are upbeat and cheerful.
“Apple Tree" is about women, how-
ever. It provides an opportunity for
a tour de force performance. And
Shaffmaster comes through with a
varlety of acting and singing talents.

In the first one-act musical, “The
Diary of Adam and Eve"” (from ma-
terial by Mark Twain), Shaffmaster
creates a rather begulling Eve, full
of youthful Innocence, yet with an
amusing manipulative power over
Witson’s smlillog but perplexed
Adam,

THEY QUIBBLE about the name
of things, fall in love and discover
the world. And temptatlon. And life's
darker moments. Cain kills Abel, At
last, when Eve dles, the comedy
gives way to a rather touching final
tribute by Adam. One might wish for
a less spartan setting, Clever songs
and witty dlalogue, however, make
for a funny yet poignant one-act.

The sccond playlet musical, “Pas-
sionella,” Is based on a fantasy by
Jules Felffer. Shaffmaster reminds
one of Carol Burnett as she is flrst a
frumpy chimney sweep and then,
when she realizes her dream, a buxo-
my Hollywood Star, complete with
plnk boa and garish gold gown. She
loves being beautlful and famous.
And sings up a storm with a sensa-
tional rendltion of “Gorgeous.”

Bill Bilson, Larry Johnson and
Earl Vinson effectively perform a
variety of roles from narrator to
song and dance man. The whole cast
has a great time making fun of mov-
ic sex symbols,

As usual, the dinner at the Days
Inn is served ait-down style In the
dining room. And well done.

Shaffmaster creates a8
rather begulling Eve,
full of youthful
innocence, yat with an
amusing manipulative
power over Wilson's
smiling but perplexed
Adam.
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could go over the edge at any
moment.

Alex's wife, Gabby, only wants a
home and family, something Alex re-
ally does not have any Interest in.
Carrle Bickner as Gabhy is probably
the most convlncing of the foursome
in the show.

Blckner's emotions really make
the audlence feel fer her character
and her character's dilemmas. Gab-
by Is probably the most normal per-
son It the seript,

THE MAIN PROBLEM of Carl,
Alex's next-door-neighbor, s that he
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Lor! Lipten Is somewbhat bland as
Mary. While the character of Mary
Is not exactly exciting, Lipten does
little to add much fecllng to the role.

Desplte the few gs of

first, there is no way to deurmlnc
whose home the four are in.

lN THE SECOND act, there s
som add

the cas, the are still suc-

is fond of liquor and drinks to excess
as often as is convenlent.,

Kelth Chimlel, who plays Carl,
seems uncertain as to how he wants
te play the role. There are times
when Carl has a distinct accent,
while at other times, he speaks with
no accent. Chimiel's display of emo-
tion is simiarly vartable.

Carl's wife, Mary, 1s mainly inter-
ested In having a nice home, a nice
daughter, a nice career and a good
time. Carl just happens to be the
only way she can maintain her life-
style. As far as the good time goes,
she has no shame In getting it any
way she can, including having an af-
fair with her husband'’s accountant.

cessful fn transmitting the personas
of their characters and in dellvering
the play’s message to the audlence.
‘The stage fealures a simple space
set. The ceuple’s homes are on oppo-
site sides of the stage, with effcctive-
ly defined lighting separating the
iwo homes, There is a problem when
1he set s brovght tegether for an ex-
tended version of Carl's home. At

ed to the show
whnn Carl and Alex converse in per-
son while sttl supposedly In their re-
spective homes,

This effect would work much bet-
ter if the neighbor jolning in the con-
versatlon s in a spotlight, defining
the surreallstic effect. As it is, be-
cause of the matching pleces of fur.
niture In the two homes, the audi-
ence can be confused as to what is
really going on.
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