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By Bob Welbe!
special wrlior

The Theatre Guild Is presenting
the flrst Michigan community the-
ater production of “Steel Magnoll-
as.” It has all the Ingredicnts to be-
come very popular with amateur
groups from coast to coast. The
gulld scts a high standard that oth-
ers will find difficult to dupllcate,

Co-directors Gail Susan Mack
and John Eastman have put togeth-
er a very lalented cast — and her
set creates fust the right mood.
That would be a beauty parlor in a
small Loulslana town. It has three
chalrs (no walting) and sinks with
real running water.

There we meet six wisecracking
women who laugh away life’s prob-

fems as they gossip and needle
cach other about ex-husbands, way-
ward chitdren and personal deli-
clencles. When tragedy strikes,
however, they draw strength and
comfort 'from cach other. Every
onc Is entitted to her sorrow. Then
they pick up the pieces and get on
with thelr llves.

‘The show centers around, Shelby,
a spoiled Southern belle, She is dia-
betle and about to be marrled. She
wants chlldren, but that would en-
d}a:;;ser her Hfe and perhaps the
cl a

KAREN MYERS brightens the
stage with & nicely focused por.
trayal as Shelby. Her {nsulin-shock
scene 1Is stunning. And she is very
good at evolving Into a woman with

|Guild’s production s a slick one

the character and courage to face
the consequences of her declslons,

Sandy Martln plays ker mother,
M'Lynn, with a qulet strength that
Is very effective. Martin's agony
over her daughter’s deciston is gen-
ulne, her rage at the consequences
Is compeliing.

Martha Hargett Is splendid as
the worldly proprietress, Truvy.
She talks tough, smiles sweetly and
dellvers husband-bashing one-lin-
ers effartlessly.

Stacy Pattison Is sweet and inno.
cent as Truvy’s young, unsophisti-
cated assistant. Peg Humphrey is
delighfully comleal as Oulser,
twlee dlvorced and a local curmud-
geon, who likes to say, “I'm not
crazy. I've just been In'a bad mood
{for 40 years.”"

Jan Salisbury Is very conslstent
ag Clalree, a rich widow of the ex-
mayaor, A llttle more fiamboyance,
however, would give the rote better
definltlon.

The cast never allows the show
to wallow In soap opcra melo-
dramatlcs, nor does it go for the
easy sltcom Jaughs — though at
times the smart-aleck remarks
seem to come {rom qulpslers
rather than characters. Yet, they
make natural (ransltions from
comedic to dramatic sequences.

Bob Weibel of Westland s a
Sfreelance writer, who has spent
more than 25 years in commu-
nity theater as a director, de-
signer and performer.

Vocalizing

Singer Sandy Patton will
perform on a program
featuring the George Ben-
son Quartet In the Salon Se-
ries on Friday, April 27, at
Cranbrook House in Bloom~'
tield Hills. For more Infor-
malion, call 645-3635,
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.BAR.&GRILL:
CHAR-BROILED

CHICKEN BREAST
MARINATE

. OR
SHRIMP KABOB.

5,95

Includes Soup, Safad
and Potato or Rice

Expires 5-2.90

We Fry Cholosterol Freo

Thank You
for your
patronage *

[P TP

DINNER FOR2:

Choice Of:

[ Broiled Tendetloin.Stesk ‘Il
B o
Breas of Chicken Pamesan
All above, Include soup.-tossud salx

1 broad and bulter, tresh gartic stick
polilo or ppsta.”

With Coupon » Goog (

BANGUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

table talk

Criental food

The Hyatt Regency Dearborn
brings a taste of the Orient to the
Detroit area with "Wok and Roll, An
Asian Occaslon,” continutng through
Saturday, June 23, as part of a na-
tloowide food festival. The cvent
features appetizers, soups, salads,
entrees, desserts and beverages rep-
resentatlve of Japan, Korea, Chlna

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Monday then
Thurslay
3-5 P.M.

15% OFF

{Enrluding irge groups of 20 of muer}

JOIN US
FOR

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

vwsm - wipm,
Regoler Munu ahes 101 me

$6.95 f

ALE YOI CAN EAT

%r-zz STEAK HOUSE  fuie-Seomeat N
Tups M BILL KAHLER

) 4

FREE DANCE LESSONS
. Learn the lalest Lalin Sieps Every
7 - Tuesday Night Starting at 10:00 p.m.

: “Guest Bartender Night”
Earty Bird Dinnors Avallable 4-7 p.m.*

Beginning at $3.95

Back by Popular Domand:

FROG

CLUB HOUSE

*6.95 |

§GS '6"'9:“8;"'?:!15::( JAA

Enjoy Chef Cummings'
occasion. Indulge yourself with our dessert extravaganzat

Sunday, May 13t From 10:30 am. to 3 p.t.

Celebrate Mother's Day, Holiday Inn Style
..Your Mom Deserves the Best!

created Ity for the

Adults $14.95

Senlors $12.95

Reservations Suggested 464-1300

Compimonmdty Loty
2l X fami
Borta urihed by

$8.95

Free

Children
611
Under &

e
LIVONIA-WEST
[-275 at Six Mile Rd.

*A 15% Gratalty and 4% Sales Tax will be
added to each bill.
I

and Thalland, with a California cul-
slne Influence. The menu will be of-
fered during dinner in La Ratlsserle
and in Glutic and Sons for lunch and
dinner. Japanese and Chinese beer,
liquor, hot and cold sake, and tea
{rom the Orlent will be available in
the restaurants as well as lounges,
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Performance added

The John McCutcheon concert at 7 p.m, Thur‘sdny, April

Center F

ar Hills

26, at the C

has been sold out. A second performance has been added
the same night, at 9 p.m. Tickets at $10 are available by
calling the community center at 477-8404.
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RESTAURANT

Esperience Fieshly Made
Fasta

LIVE JAZZ
by Dolphin Dance togant

The lalian Way
s 0l Vea), Frosh Seatood.

¥
Chot Dwner « LUCIANO + Chel e Cuning « Mark Jordan
Foaluring qunf} Gamo and n Hoalth Smart

ah of tho Day

THURS,-FRAI-SAT.

Elogi
Strolling

. ) )
stonte <D 'JQIM v
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RESTAURANTIT

Evory
2:30-10:30

Mention this 4 + Luciang will provide & Complimeniary
32030 Plymouth Rd. « Livonia
422.0770

OPEN 7 DAYS
AWEX
Sunday from 2 P,

GHEAT BNOUET ROOM -+ up 0 60 PEOPLE « NO CHARGE

UPON
Buy Ono Dinner or Lunch at
Rogular Prico and Gel Ono Dinner
or Lunch (of oqual vatun)

l—ulALF PRICE

tabin
G000 Sunday thry Ssurday Espeas 810 00

WE FEATURE

« STEAK
+ ORIENTAL FOCD
+ SEAFOOD
Waod. thru Sat. WALLY GIBSON
Music and Song

Come spend MOTHER'S DAY...
tho ltalian Way!
Suncay, May 13th
Sorving from 126 p.m.
Foaturing an Authentic talian Family

« Iaian Roasted Chcken
+ Homemade Italan Sausage. Oven Rossted
Potaic, Vegetable, Fresh Fru1

Kakan ico
- ALL YOU CAN EAT -
ADULTS *12,95
CHILDREN UNDER 10 - '5,95
Rosorvations Suggesied
32030 Plymouth Rd. « Livonia

22.0770

., Al
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TOURS IN

« Round trip airfare via scheduled aitlines
» Inter Island flights (Hawali)
* Professional native escort

*» To-your-room baggage handling

®bgerber & Freentri

NEWSPAPERS

PRESENTS THREE 1990 VACATIONS

+Tour with othars in your community « Visit exciting places + Make friends

E;

« Sightseaing {see brochura)
« Airport hotel transfers

- N
CARIBBEAN

CRUISE

AND FLORIDA TOUR

12 $1189

DEPARTS DASED ON DOUBLE
OCT. 17, 1990 OCCUPANGYRLUS

Inctudes: Epcot, Disnoyworld,
MGM, Evorglades Alr Boat
Ride, Miam| Boach Front Hotal, 7
Nights on CARIB with poris of St.

Thomas, St. John, San Juan and
orto Plata.

For additional information or descriptive
brochures, call 9urTHAVEL DESK at:

(HAWAII

15
GLORIOUS DAYS
Visiting all 4 main

islands
DEPARTS
MAY 8 AND
MAY 15, 1990

\$1 374 |

(CALIFORNIA

SAN FRANCISCO
LOS ANGELES

BIG SUR COASTLINE
TV TARING AND MORE!

9 DAYS

DEPARTS
JULY 10, 1990

(%674 |

278-4102

or 1-800-736-7300




