SAFY

By Amy Rauch
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Farmington Bills commemorated
Earth Weck Monday by planting
trees around the clty and promising
to continue beautification efforts.

“We have just come off a week
dedicated to Earth Day," Mayor
Jean Fox sald Monday at Herltage
Park. “Many people throughout the
country have put thelr hearts and
souls {nto this.”

About $0 people gathered in Herl-
tage Park Monday evening to wit-
ness the planting of memorial and
Earth Day trees,

Fox said the planting was a step
toward greater environmental
awareness in the eity. Trees that
once would have been cut down bee
cause of construction are now being

sayed,

She sald they city's efforts have
been “able to save locusts when they
would have been bulldozed, to save
walnut trees when 11 Mile was
paved to Farmington Road .. ."
she said.

“In the last few years, when you
hear of people golog to cut down a
tree, you have people ready to sit In
front of the bulldozer and say ‘No,
na, no,’ "' she said.

Three memorial trees were donat-
ed by businesses and families
throughout the city. In observance of
Earth Day, Nissan Research and De-
velopment Ine. donated six trees,
and a Farmington Hills famtly do-
nated four more,

One of the trees was donated by
the North Farmington Garden Club
in memory of Tonl Kramer, a for.
mer member who dled in 1988,

“Tonl had a saylng on the refriger-
ator, ‘To live In the hearts of others
is not to dle,’ " gald her husband, Wil-
liam Kramer. “She would bave ap-

Diane Singer helps her
daughter, Sara, 9, draw “Save
the Waves" onto a T-shirt in
‘commemoration of their par-
{icipation In Earth Day 1890
during the community center
program. The Singers are
from Farmington Hills.
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preciated it She really, really

would.”

ON MONDAY morning, the clty
planted the first tree in an overall
plan to beautlly the intersectlon of
Nine Mile and Middlebelt.

“We took advantage of Earth
Weck to kick this whole thing off,”
said Steve Brock, asslstant to the
clty manager. “You have to plant a
seed in areas llke this, It won't hap-
pen onits own."

A crab apple tree was planted in
front of Hl-Tech Transmisslons at
the Intersection. The city is working
to beautlfy the area in cooperation
with local business and property
owners, They will chip In about 25
percent of the $31,000 that will be
spent to beautlfy the Intersection.

“I've owned this land since 1980,
It's been a nasty section of town,”
satd Jim Schotten, serviee manager
at Hi-Tech Transmissions. “I've al-
ways been one to beautify a cormer.
I'm a land nut anyway.”"

Ray's Landscaplng of Walled Lake
will landscape and beautify the Nine
Mile-Middicbelt Enterscetion at a
cost of 331,153, the lowest of flve
bids, following city council actlon
Monday night,

Property and business owners wlll
pay 25 percent of the cost of land-
scape malerlals planted on thelr

parcels.

The plantings —~ trees, ever-
greens, shrubs — are in conjunction
with recent trafflc safety Improve-
ments at the intersection.

‘The clty plans to {inish landscap-
ing the corner by the end of May.

“1t's really going to help revitalize
the area,” sald Marle Donlgln, staff
planner for the Farmington Hllls De-
partment of Planning and Communl-
ty Development,
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Trees underscore pla

ns for Hills’ greening
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Farmington Hills Mayor Jean Fox (right) plants a tree in front of Hi-Tech Transmissions at Nine Mile and Middlebelt Monday. At

leftis Jim Schotten of Hi-Tech.
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‘Naturalis"t urges action
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pre an environmental hazard and she
wlill only use cloth dlapers for her
15-month-old son, Aaron.

! “At first, I wasn't that concerned
about It,” sald Lisa Strousberg, Dar-
cy's 12-year-old daughter, “But the
more I learned, the more concerned
1became and it has become very im-
portant to me.”

. Also attending the talk was Lisa's
dad, Sam, and her brother, Davld, 9.

« “I don't want to live in an area
that’s dirty,” sald Lisa, a.seventh
grader at Dunckel Middle School.
*/Our school Is even saving all the
pop cana for recyeling.”

| DEREK’S TALK, In and outside
the community center, was designed
to make residents aware of wasteful
Bablts such as bathroom water waste
with extended showers or unneces-
ary tollet flushing.

| Other concerns were reusing
Items such as disposable lighters
that should be refilled instead of
thrown away. And plastic film con-
talners should be used as fishing
Tures or storage contaloera for sow-
fng mllgrla!s,

Derek spoke strongly agalnst the
use of pesticides and fertilizers. In-
stead of using pestleldes to scare off
pesky Inseets from your garden, sur-
round your home with wild birds
who prey en insects,

The Blue Blrd {s “a great Insect
eater,” Derek sald.

And a Blue Bird house Is easy to
make; the only difference s the size
of the hole, an inch and a half, Or if
you aren't much of a carpenter, buy
& blrd house at Frank’s Nursery and
hang it on a steel pole to keep squir-

Resources has a listing on bir-
dhouses and nesting projects availe
able free of charge at the Pontlac
DNR office, sald Beverly Cornell, a
DNR volunteer from Farmington
Hills,

The program at the communlty
center Included Earth Day T-shirt
making. The participants brought
plain white T-shirts, Stencils were
supplied with logos such as: Save the
Earth, with a globe; Save the Waves,
with waves and dolphins; and Earth
Day 1990, with a globe,

, assistant director

rels away.

Finda with an ds
hols to keep raccoans from reaching
In and attacking the hirds,

For an casy to make hird feeder,
use an empty windshleld washing
fluld container, Fill the jug with sun.

lower seeds and cut a hole In the
bottom a little bit bigger than the

“size of ‘a sunflower allowing the
seeds to leak out.

DEREK CREDITED Kensington
Metro Park and its Blue Bird Pro-
gram, which malntalns 26 palrs of
Blue Birds on park grounds.

The state Department of Natural

Carol
of Friends of the Rouge, spoke dur-
Ing the talk to encourage listeners to
participate In Rouge Rescue 1990 on
Saturday, June 2. To participate in
the local rescue project, call Jean
Barrett at 473-9520,

“Peoplo really made n mess of
things,” Derek sald, “But It's every-
body's fault, Unfortunately, the gov-
ernment hasn't done anything about
it. So we have to make them listen.”

Derek urged listeners to write let-
ters to government representatives
to promote legisiation to be passed
for stronger laws.

Mayor Shirley Richardson, Fred Steinkopt Jr,,
City of Farmington Beautiflcation C
chalr Jacquellne Steuer and tree planting
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Farmington marks Arbor Day
by planting 2 trees in park

The City of Farmington cele-
broted the 118th blrthday of Na-
tlonal Arbor Day by planting two
new trees in Shiawassee Park April

19, N

‘The trees were donated by the
City of Farmington Beautifleation
Commitiee and by Stelnkepf Nur-
sery, Farmington Hilla,

The new Norway Maple and Lin-
den tree will add shade and com-
fort to the park. The planting was
part of the current tree-planting
program !n the city and helped sa-
lute Earth Day on April 22,

Represeating the Beautification
Commiliee was chair Jacquelinge
Steuer. Fred Steinkop! Jr. repre-

Nursery
planted in the city park.

two trees to be

sented Stelnkopf Nursery. Mayor
Shirley Richardson accepled the
two new trees for the City of
Farmington,

‘The Beaulflcation Committee
urges residents and buslnesses to
follow sult by planting new troes
where possiblo and to care for
those already on sites,




