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New skyscrapers fail
to display new forms

Thueaday Andl 28 1930 _QCE

By Dale Northup
speclel wrller

The skyscraper has always been considered a
symbol of Amcrican corporate enterprise and an
exclamation point of clvic pride. The Idenlity of
most American cilles are deflned by beckoning
towers: New York, the World Trade Center {by our
own Mlnoru Y Detrott, the
Center; Chicago, the Sears Tower; San Francisco,
the Transamerica Building.

At one time that identity was nearly lost with the
advent of what came to be termed modernism, Its
promater was Mles van der Rohe who cspoused, as
well as cxposed, glass and steel as the skin and
bones of modern architecture. This took hold on the
American architectural scene in New York City
with Lever House (1952), which became the proto-
type for the corporate box, and ano+

TIHE SKY and Houston are no longer the limit for
Gerald Hincs, He has now enllsted John Burgee Ar-
chitects {Johnson is semi-retired) to design the 50-
story One Detrolt Center on Woodward In down-
town Detroit,

‘The new tower will contaln approximately one
million square feet of space, It has a gabled roof-
Tine that will have a major presence on the Detroit
skyline. Clad in warm, light belge granite and gray
glass, materfals that will make It compatible with
older surrounding bulldings. One Detroit Center,
will feature high-cellinged lobby and granite-paved
plazas outslde relating to the pedestrlan level, The
facade has a strong vertlcal thrust accentuated
with peirs that terminate in small pyramldal caps

Planse turn to Page 2

nymity was unvelled with a bland facade.

ARCHITECT ROBERT Stern has referred to
these boxes as containers in which the older, more
identifiable bulldings were packaged. Stern is asso

the heading of post-modernism, Their ultimate alm
is to altach visible remlinders of an older style or
tradltion with which the viewer can identlfy,

The ancient regime is back on the scene, and one
of its promoters is Philllp Johnson, who curiously
was once a disciple of Mles van der Rohe. Now
Iabeled a “turncoat,” Johnson clalms “it is . . .
much more old-fashloned to make a glass box than
to copy other great perfods. And wilh that state-
ment he embellished the New York skyline with a
broken pedimental cap atop the new AT&T Corpo-
rale Headquarters In 1978. The bullding ellcited
quite a response, with one person referring to the
bullding as a glant Chippendale skyscraper and De-
trolt architect Willtam Kessler saying that Johnson
was becoming senile. Nonetheless it is a new corpo-
rale identity blatantly visual and one for which ev-
eryone is now g — a new-old
of character,

The deslgn of AT&T was conceived the same
year when Johnson formed a partnershlp with Jebn
Burgee. Since then they have jointly helped change
the complexion of U.S. skyllnes, most notably with
Houston developer Gerald Hines on Hines' home
turf: Penzoll Place, 36-story trapezoldal towers; 64
story Transco Tower, reminiscent of the carly
1900s' commercial buildings; and the S56-story
NCNB Center, described as nco-Gothle.

Onc Delroit Center is a S50-story office tower designed by John Burgee Architects of New York in the

neo-gothic, post-modern atyle,
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ciated with a reactionary group of architects under |

The former Vinton Building was de-
signed by Albert Kahn in 1917, The
bullding has the clarity and simplicity of
Kahn's Industrial buildings with a triang-
ular cap.
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and BUILDING SCENE

The
Home

Store

Big family homes,
heginning homes,
retlrement  homes,
country lomes,  clty

hames, towshouses,
apariments, con
dominjums... there's a
place that was
destgned and bullt just
for you.

And we have It fivery
Monday and Thunday
In wur Creative Living
Heal Estate Section and
Building Scene. You're
sure to find what
you're looking for
advertised by private
homeowners and
qualificd Realtors.
Make your Creative
Living Real  Estare

secon an  enjoyable |

reading habit.
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Vaisit our decoralod moedols
Pricod from $164.900

Main office 683-3500
Sales Center 851-3500

Located on 14 Mile Rd, 3/4 miles Was!
of Qrehard Lake Rd.
WEST BLOOMFIELD
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Simsbary's finsl phase is now almost

camplele. This is the load time we will
de alle &o offer all of owr mosd popalar
models becanse we are down la |

availalilily e several of them. W are also offering a dpecicl budlder

Herman Grankel

pachage including a jacazi
whirlpool lub.
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Simsbuny Condominium
Communilsy.
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