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Anhut to sell historic Botsford
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% “This is our national landmark in
the community,” she said, “We
would like to sec someone to take it
bver who will keep this inn at its
peak of perfection. We want to see it

| b

. “We've got a story to tell here, and
).l;ti Blyulard Inn is an important part
of lt.

Anhut is also concerned that the
Ihn pass into earing hands. “Money is
wonderful, but getting the right peo-
ple Is key,” he added.

' THE PROPERTY ls listed
through McNaboay/Real Estate One
Commercial of Bloomfleld Hills. The

potentlal sale Is being handled by ins
vestment speclalist Lou Bogart, a
Farmington Hills resident, who took
on the lsting seven months ago,

“It'’s a fascinating Jandmark and
he's (Anhut) a faseinating man,” Bo-
gart sald.

Bogart sald he has approached

and catering §

ANHUT'S DAILY Involvement in
the business has drawn regular cus-
tomers, many with postalglc feels
ings. Attomey Victor Hanson and his
wlifc Laura visit datly,

“There's no place like it,” Victor
sald, enjoylng a mld-morning break-
fast last week. “Here, John s on top

hotel owners and owners of other
historic Inns In Michigan and other
states, He Is also running ads In lodg-
ing and historical publications, hop-
ing to get a bite. “We've had quite a
{ew nlbbles, but nothlng very firm,"

¢ saf
‘The ideal buyer would be another

family, or persen with dreams of

owning auch a business, he added.

of it. It's to the work he's
doing. He has a dedlcation to do the
best job pessible.”

Laura Hanson thinks of the Bots-
ford as a “home away from home.”

“We lived in the inn for a year
when we were waiting for our house.
He keeps the place immaculate,” she
sald. “He has his touch on every fa-
cet of the buslness.”

Anhut became hooked on the hotel

and restaurant buslness searly 50
years ago, alter taking a job lo sup-
port himself while atlending law
schoal. He has spent his 1ife and ca-
reer devoted toit.

“Everybody cats, sleeps and
drinks,” he sald, “and cverybody Is a
potential customer, That's hard to
giveup.”

IF THE inn doesn’t sell, Anhut
may hire a full-time manager to run
it while he remains actlve with other
property holdings and business deal-
ings, he sald.

“It's been good to us, and we've
done well,” he said, describing the
end of an era. “I think we've been a
credit to the community. We've
shared in its profits and prosperity.”

Old inn was more than just a tavern
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shining reminder that today Is not
all; that the 1980s stand on the shoul-
‘ders of the courage and fortitude, the
staunch determination and the imag-
inatlon of the men and women who
‘built this state., . "

. THE INN Is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places and the
Michigan Registry of Historie
Homes as well, It has been here as
long as Michlgan has been a state,

¢ Bullt In 1838 by brothers Orrin
and Allen Weston, the origlnal Bots-
Tord Inn — then known as the Wes-
ton House — came into being shortly
«after Prealdent Andrew Jackson ap-
‘pointed a commission to plot a state-
‘wide route from Detroit to the

mouth of the Grand River on Lake
Mlchigan.

Local histertans note that things
began to boom and grow as the Wes-
tons started thelr stagecoach route
from Detrolt to Howell, and contin-
ved after they sold thelr business to
Stephen Jennings In 1841,

‘When John Clougherty bought the

‘buslness in 1849, other businesses

perlenced Innkeeper. He got a post
office In Qi ille

and even served as the postmaster.
‘The Botsford family held ownership
of the inn for 64 years.

After years of courting his wife at
dances and parties at the Botsford,
Henry Ford I bought it in 1824, He
dld extensive restoratlons to the in-
lerior and exterior, added modern

and d the inn

grew up around it, prompting post
offlce officlals to dub the aren
“Clarcnceviile.” Although it did not
survive as a munlclpality, a school
district in the area surrounding the
Botsford Inn remains with the same
name.

THE MAN for whom the inn was
eventually named, Milton Batsford,
came on the scene in 1860 as an ex-

Known by various names over
the years, including the Weston
House, the Plank Road House, the
Sixteen Mile House and for the past
130 years, the Botsford Inn, this
Farmington Hills landmark has
had a number of owners.

‘They Include:

1836 — The Inn was built and
operated by brothers Orrin and Al-
len Weston. The Weston family also

Owners of the Botsford Inn

by Miiton, then, after he died, by
Frank in 1883, Thelr family name
Is retalned on the landmark to this

day.

y. 1924 — The inn was bought
by auto mogul Henry Ford, who
maoved it back 200 fect from Grand
River, and began restoring it.
Ford's cra of Botsford ownership
included the Great Depression,
when the Inn was closed for peri-
ods of up to 21 months, accordlng

the first

line between Detrolt and Howell,

@ 1841 — Milford resident Ste-
phen Jennings acquired the Inn.

® 1849 — John Claugherty
bought the Inn, prompting the post-
al service to dub the community
clusterlng around the inn
“Clarenceville.”

® 1850 — Rought by the Bots.
ford family, the Inn was first run

tolocal 3

® 1951 — The Anhut family
bought the business. It was operat-
ed by John Anhut, Sr,, and his son
and namesake, who ls the current
Innkeeper,

® 1989-90 — John Anhut seeks a
buyer for the historic jon — some-
one who has the same love of histo-
ry and personal business savvy to
keep the Inn special.

Bal

« Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 pm
« Sunday, May & at 3 pm

give it a try...it might surprise you
chigan
lassw .

Presents the masterplece of romantic theater

@iselle

Featuring: Jadyr Picanso, principal
with The Eglevsky Ballet
and

Mary Celeste Geiger, former principal
with The Royal Ballet of Flanders

let?

Novl's Fuarlst Auditorlum

with many antiques. Many memen-
tos of those days can be seen at the
Henry Ford Museum and Greenfleld
Village in Dearborn.

The Anhut family, headed by John

Anhut, bought the Bots.
ford in 1951, three years after Henry
Ford's death. Anhut acquired the inn
from the Ford estate.

Fatal accident
probe continues:

an with the Farming-

into a traffic accldent in which a
52.year-old New Hudson man — a
longtime employee of the Farm-
ington Public Schools — was hit by
a car and kilted April 22 while rid-
ing his 10-3pced bleycle ncar his

ome.

Pollce ofifclals suspect alcohol
was a factor In the incldent.

Qakland County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment accldent Investigator Frank
Whiiard said he Is awaiting word
on blood tests from the Michigan
State Pollee crime lab in Lansing
before any charges will be consid-

ered,
George Walters, 52, a malnte-

nance etmploy
ton schools, was kilted shortly after.
8 p.m. as he rode his bicycle along
westbound Grand River in Lyon.
Township. A 1978 Chevrolet car,’
also traveling westbound, struck
him from behind.

‘Walters was taken to Huron Val-
ley Hospital where he later dled.
The driver of the car was not la-

Juxed.

A 24-year-old Milford man was
arresied at.the scene, and released
pending further Investigation. A
blood sample was taken from the
man, Wllllalni sald.

Lab results are not ex| un-
til later thls week, pected

Tax-cut plan is cable topic

L. Brooks Palterson's presentation
on the Patterson-Anderson Property
Tax Cut Proposal will be aired In

Arnhut’s son and current pmpﬂetar:
John W. Anhut, took over the busi-

ness,
The current Innkeeper safd he is
considering writing a book about the
nearly 40 years he has been Involved
with the historic inn and the people
who have vislted. “I bave often
thought about It,” he said. “All the
characters I've known. . "

WANTED...

FATHERS AND SONS

perlodically, so watch for futere ads.

1990. (Call Tuasday thru Saturday},

LaMoore photography is secking Fathers
and Sons to be photographed 1o help us
dovelop our new display al Laure! Park
Placo. Tho themo of the display wilt change

In appreciation tor your paticipatlon, wo | *
will do a complimentary phote sesslon and
give you a lovely desk size color portrait,
All portralts must be laken before May 15,

33636 FIVE MILE ROAD
LIVONIA

Fabrics
109, to 20%
OFF

Choose from over
10,000 fine fabric
samples
28238 Five Mlic Road
(aext to Zlmms) « LYVONIA

- 525-5625 /
(" Pepals Mountain Dew
Pepsi Free « Diet Paps!

Free« Vernors« A&W
Slice « Dlet Slice

8t Ltr. Btls, 2: 19 +-ep.

2 Lir. Btl. ‘1.19 +dep.
12 0z.Cans ‘1.99 +dep.

| Gaod ApHl 30th thru May 1ih, 1990
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B9 OIL CAN

10 MINUTE

AL
" Mobil

. 281068 W. 8 Milo Road + Southfield + 2 Blks. West of Beach
. W Wae not only do it fast - we do It right!

WE WILL CHECK AND FILL
+ Powst Sisering Fluid

» Brake
+ If nesded we wil Instad Yﬂmmﬂm Flud
* Difteraniial
* PCV Yaive - I needied we will Install * Windshleid Washae Fluld

LUBE CENTER

Bl e [

948-9650

LEARRN
CPR,
- PLEASE.

Toby aldesorng
Red Cross CPRcouese

%ﬂ Amerlenn Red Cross

May on cable Channel
12

Alr time will be 7 p.m. Friday,
May 4; 2 p.m. Monday, May 7; 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, May 9; and 7 p.am.
Friday, May 11.

‘The onc-hour program was taped
as Patterson addressed the Farm-
ington Arca Republican Club, Ques-
tions followed his presentation.

Petitioners seek to place the tax
cut proposal on the November ballot.

Metrovislon volunteers, led by Bob
Carlson, videotaped Patterson’s
presentation as a communlty ser-
vice.

Resldents may request the pro-
gram be alred on any Friday by call-
ing Metrovislon at 553-7303 (ask for
Mary Conway In Community Ac-
cess). By request, any Metrovision
program can be so scheduled for ad-
ditional viewing times.

Petitlons must be returned by July
4 to Patterson. They may be ob-
tained by calling the toll-free num-

THE FLAME IS HOTI

L.A GEaR
A.GEeaR
- 851-5566
5 Wost Bloomfleld
EVERGREEN PLAZA

ber, 1-800-BITE-TAX.

¢

ORCHARD MALL

559-3580
Southfioid
Serving e Commuruty for 34 Yoars.

10% to 40% off!

Now through May 31st, the Largest
Display of Patio Furniture, Pools
and Spas in Southeastern Michigan
will be on sale storewitde from

This fantastic sale Is In approcistion of the
of happy customers who have siade
the leader in Outdoor Furniturs, Pools & Spas in Michigan.

» Patio Furnlture
¢ Swimming Pools
 Pool Supplies

* Spas & Tubs

e Accessorles

thoussnils
Conweil Pool and Patlo

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS
ANN ARBOR

3500 Pontiac Trsll

Ann Arbor, Ml 48103
Nveszanz

PLYMOUTH
74 W. Ann Atbot Rd.

Jymouth, MI
NV AT




