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Organized
Rhymes con-
sists of Ronnic
‘‘Ronnie B
Bryant of De-
troit and Brad
“DJ. B.AM"
Kallen of West
Bloomficld.

'Burbs meets city in Rhymes

By Larry O'Connor
stall writer

Thls rap has a thyme and a rea-

Perhaps that might not be clear at
first. A duo of a black rapper and a
white disc Jockey might throw you.
But when Roanle B. takes to the
mike and spews out his bitter poetry,
ripe with images of city living, the
message becomes clearer.

Organized Rhymes consists of
Ronnle “Ronnle B.” Bryant of De-
troit and Brad “D.J. B.A.M.” Kallen
of West Bloomfield. Their alllance
symbolizes a goal of uniting city and
suburb, while and black — two areas
that have become quite polarized.

“That's what we're dolng,” said
Kallen, a 1988 graduate of West
Bloomfleld High School, ““You think
about it I live in West Bloomficld
and he (Ronnle B) lives in Detroit.
He only lives 10 minutes away, and
yet, it's a culture shock.”

The rap duc has a single out on
Just Chillln* Records in Detroit and
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has becn perferming o number of
shows in the area,

Kallen sald he's always had an in-
terest In dance and rap music. He
fearned the art of spinning discs In
part thapks to boxer Thomas
Hearns. His mother, Jackie Kalten,
sn;srvcd as the Kronk flghter's publi-
cist.

YOUNG KALLEN practiced
scratching on dated equipment until
Hearns stepped in.

Hearns gave Kollen some state-of-
art stereo gear, Including a pair of
turntables.

"“That was the best present in the
whole world,” Kallen said.

Enter a street-wise guy named
Ronnie B., whom Kallen met work-
Ing construction. The two hit it off.

At one get-together, Kallen put on
an Insirumental record and Ronnle
B. let loose with a torrent of rapper’s
prose for 10 straight minutes,

“He rapped off the top of his
head,” Kalien sald.

“T just go inte the studlo and listen
to the music,” sald Bryant, 18, who

lives on the northwest side of De-
trolt, “and say what's on my mind."

Except these weren't merely a
thyme of obscure words. Most of the
lines dealt with the cruelly of the
streets, where chlldren die with fre-
quency and drug pushers have thelr
own flefdom.

Ronnie B. and Kallen

Iy what you want to hear . . . You
have to !u&n your car and your mind
todo it

Kallen has hls influences, ranging
from Ice-T to Third . an all-
white rap group. Ice-T, along with
others such Public Enemy and
N.W.A., have come under criticism

on several numbers, one an anti-drug
song “Walk Away.” One day, the two
had both just lost a friend. Brad had
an acqualntance killed by a drunk
driver, Roanle B a {riend left dead
by a bullet.

The end result turned oul to be
“That's Life," which Is on the group's
current single,

“We wanted to do a serlous, realls-
tic song — what .you'd sce in the
streets,” Kallen sald.

KALLEN SAID Ronnie B has a
gift for lyrics. He's no slouch at the
turntable, elther. He continues to
perfect his cralt.

“Everything looks easler than It
is,” he sald. “You have to have con-
trol of the record itself and do exact-

for the nature of thelr
music and for the violence at some
of their shows,

Kallen doesn’t feel rap musie is
natural catalyst for such Incldents,
blaming it instead on a few “drugged
up” individuals who infiltrate shows,
He hopes Organlzed Rhymes brings
a much more posltive image to rap,

Qrganized Rhymes will perform a
series of shows at arca schools, In-
cluding an upcomling periormxnce at

Detroit Southwestern High Scheol,

Like all local asplring artlsts, Kal-
len cnvisions a major record deal,
videos and stardom. One ab]chVc
has already been achieved.

“It's just that kids, white and
black, can get lngether peacefully
and make music,” he sald.

IN CONCERT

® They Might Ba Glants

They Might Be Glants will perform 9
pm. Mnnday, April 30, at the Nectarine
Ballroom, $10 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor.
Opening band will be The Jack Rubles.
Advance tickels are $10.5¢. For informa-
tion, call 99-MUSIC.

® Loo

Loop will perform on Mcnday. Apr\l
30, at the Majestlc Theatre, 4140
ward, Detroll. Tlckets are $5. For in!or
matlon, call 333-9700.

® Oposaums

Opossums will perform on Tuesday,
May 1, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann
Arber. For information, call 996-8555.

® Slir Craxy
Stir Crazy will perform on Wednesday,

May 2, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. First, Ann

Arbor. For Informatlon, call 996-8555,

@ Civlllans

Civiltans will perform on Wednesday,
May 2, at The Rity, 17580 Frazho, Rose-
ville. For tnformation, call 778-8150.

# Indligo Girle

Indlgo Glrls will perform on Wedncs-
day, May 2, at the Royal Oak Music The-
ater, Tickets gre $12.50. For informatlon,
call 546-7810.

® Southgoing Zsk

Southgoing Zak will perform with
guests, Bluefields, on Wednesday, May 2,
at Club Heldelberg, 215 N. Matn, Royal
0ak. For Informatlon, call 683-7753.

@ On ths Alr, featuring Slmon
Townshend

On the Alr, featuring Slmon Town-
shend, Mark Brezezickl and Josh Phillips
{rom BIg Country and Andy Shllmo ol Ge
West, wlll per(nrm on Thursday, Ma;
at 3D, 1815 N, Maln, just north of |=
Mile, Rbyal Qak. For tnformation, call
546-7610.

® Legal Tender

Legal Tender wlil perform on Thurs
day, May 3, at the Bllnd Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor, For call 896-

® Skin Flip

Skln Flip wil perform with guests, Joe
& on Thursday, May 3, at Club
l(rldelkr& 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. F
informatlon, call 66,7752,

© Ceptain Dave

Captaln Dave and the Psychedelic
Lounge Cats wlll perform on Friday, May
4, at the Blind Pig, 208 S, First, Ann Ar-
bor. For laformatlon, call 996-8555.

® Firshose

Flrehose will perform on Friday, May
4, at Alvin’s, 5756 Cass, Detroit. For in-
formation, call 8322355,

® Phineas Gage

Phineas Gage will perform with
guests, Trip 20, on Friday, May 4, at
Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Caali!, east of 1.
15, For lnformatlon, call 365-9760.

@ Black Roots

Black Roots wlll perform on Friday,
May 4, at Pullum’s Place, 6001 Wood-
ward, at Burroughs, Detrolt. For Infor-
matlon, call 831-4182.

Agj(pop will perform with guests,
Goober and the Peas, on Friday, May 4,
at Club Heldelberg, 215 N, Mala, Ann Ar.
bor. For information, call §63-7758.

® Walk the Dogma

Walk the Dogma wlll perform on Sat-
urday, May $, at Lill's, 2030 Jacob, Ham-
teamek. For informatlon, cals 875-8555.

@ Feank Allison and the Odd 8ox

form on Saturday, May 5, at the Blind
Pig, 208 S, First, Ann Arbor. For infor-
matlon, call 998-8555.

@ Soclal Distortion

Social Distortion will perform on Sat.
urday, May 5, at Saint Andrews, 431 E.
Congress, Detroit. Tickets are $10.50 in
advance. For informatlon, call 96)-
MELT.

® Ualversal Spectrum
Universal Spectrum will perform on
Saturday, May S, at Pullum’s Place, 6001

8555,

af Detroit. For io-
{formatlon, call B31-4188.

Firehose will perform on Friday, May 4, at Alvin's in Detroit.

TOP HITS

LOCAL

Best-selllng records of the week:
1. “I'li Be Your Everything.” Tommy

Page
2. "Don't Want to Fall n Love,” Jane

3. “Nothing Compares to You,” Slnesd
O'Coasor

4. "Al! Around the World,” Lisa Stans-

“I Wanna Be Rich," Callow:
c “Love Wil Lead You Back." Taylor

Dayne
7. "Heu nnd 4 Now," Latber Vasdross
8. “Forever,” Kixs
"Bllck Velvth" Allanak Myles
lm "Get Up (Before Lhe NI;M Is Over),”
Techool e
(Source: Cashboz magazine)

Hmmlbewplowonan"belmlt
Music Scene,” which beard 4-5 p.m. Sun-
days (repeated 5:30-6:30 p.am. Tuesdays)
on WDTR-FM 90.9.

1, “Call." Shostiog O
2 “Day by Dly " Bahyln Hotel.
3. “All in the Cards,” Jimmy Booes and
itbe Grave
4. “Lover’s Lane,” Love Kings.
5. “Nalobl You," Hazaibals,
6. “Heavy Meta) Babe,” Virws B 23,

10. “Graveyard,”

READING,
WRITING AND
ARITHMETIC

— The Sundays

‘The Sundays are a brilllant band,
That’s all need be said, But, for
most, that simply won't do. Of
co,:xm, people would llke to know

After countless listens to The Sun-
days' debut album “Reading, Writing
and Arithmetie," (Geffen) the whys
{o The Sundays’ joyous musle out
number succlnct nn:wen. And,
therein Lles the beaut;

The Sundays hail from North Lon.
don and are pegged as the band of
1090 by the Bﬂmh music press.
Skeptics, naturally, would doom the
outfit to whither In its own bype.

But the four-member outflt could
win aver the most jaundiced muslc
lstener with a steady, unmlcnung
stream of gorgeous guitar mek
and breathless vocals by lts lnd
singer Harrlet Wheeler.

Part of The Sundays’ apyul Is
thoy've: scemed to encompass all
what waa positive musically of the
1980s and refined them.

On a cursory listen, one could.

draw comparisons between the love-
iy almost schoolgirlish vocals of
Wheeler and those of 10,000 Manl-
acs’ Natalle Merchant. The major

difference is Wheeler Is not strun-
gout on vocalizing about soclal is
sues and causes,

Instead The Sundays' lyrics are
1aid back, open for Introspection and
Interpretation. Sings Wheeler in the
uplifting "My l-‘lnut Heur" “Wo are

who we are/ do the others
kmow/But poetry L| not for me/So
show me the way to go.”

David Gavurin's guitar play is of-
ten understated, but nonetheless out-
standing. Ho displays - occasional
flrshes of lwirung guitar burz'that
leaves your head spinning.

~ Larry O’'Connor

DAMN YANKEES
—- Damn Yankees

First, there was Bad English, in
which Nea! Schon, Jonathon Cain
and John Waite jolned forces in a
calculated move to land a few chart
singles. They succeeded, but mostly
on the pop side of rock.

Now, meet the Damn Yankees,
who are also likely to succeed com-
mercially, but with a slightly differ-
ent audience — and in a much louder
fashlon. Group ringleader Ted Nu-
gent, Michigan's own gultar hero,
saw to that. He and his cohorts, Tom-
my Shaw (formerly of Styx), Jack
Blades (formerly of Night Ranger)
and drummer Michael Cartellone,
have created an album that should
put AOR program dlrectors across

the country in a state of nirvana.

Despite this being Nugent's most
overtly commercial project in years
(i "ever), it's difficult to find any
algns of compromise, Each song con-
ums-tlmlmhuvydmt'ul&
nature Noge riff, bot to mention a
dash or two of the subtle  sexuality
that makes Nugent's music ”
cndearing to the faint of heart,

Blades and Shaw split the vocals
throughout the album, with Blades

xeldux the nod for “Coming of Age,”
the current single. Shaw contributes
some old Styx harmonles to Blades'
vocals in “Bad Reputation,” yet an-
other gultar workout. “Runaway”
sounds like an outtake from the last
Shaw solo album that Terrible Ted
souped up In his inimitable way.

This album sounds like & bunch of
rock veterans who got together to
share some licks, crank up the amps
and bave a heck of & good time.
Blades even borrowed the Idea from
the debut Night Ranger release of
having a self-titled song on the al-
bum — the result Is a fup, lyrically
worthless romp.

mm than just Nugent, Styx, and
Night Ranger fans,

A GUILDED

ETERNITY
— Loop

It is diffleult to describe “A Glided
Eternity" by Loop. You won't find
any hit singles on the album, No ap-
pealing pop hooks. The album, in

eneral, isn't particularly catchy, It
13 not really like anything e.lse.

Perhaps it is supposed to be
tie. That's probably the most luﬂ
ble answer,

The lead ainger, guitarist and

" founding rriember ' of the band,

known only &s “Robert,”
the album thusly: “You don't bave to
beoulotyuunkullwu.xteularem
itive music, Our music Is trance-
anyway. There’s this cycle, and
there's always things coming off the
cycle, taking to a completely differ-
ent tangent. It all depends on the Lls-
tener. it should be a whole, a con-

. could be

hay to
doltwlmthhm W




