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Rochel Bush, a third grader at Fiand-
ers, watches as gym teacher Tom
Wind wrestics the Austrian pine
from the back of his pick-up. Wind

A tree for

T WAS the most beautlfut Austrian Pine Pam
EllIs’ second and third graders had cver seen.

The 23 Flanders Elementary students had

carned $85 to buy the tree {rom holding a

schoolwide bake sale. They bought the tree, planted it,

and held a School Clean-Up Day last weck in obser-

vance of Earth Day, about which they studied for sev-

eral days.

“All weck, they’ve been recycling In the classroom,
and Friday, we're walking to the recyellng center,”
said Ellls.

‘The students first 1ook a short field trlp to Stelnkopf
Nursery on Farmington Road, where they looked over
the tree, gave it their okay, then hiked back to the
Farmington school for the planting.

Throughaut the weck, students learned about pollu-
tion and litter and the Importance of environmental
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had picked-up the tree from Steln-
kopf Nursery after students walked
there to see it.

Earth Day

awareness. One day each student brought in a bag
lunch, from which they caunted the non-recyclable
items. From their class alone, there were 137 items
that could not be recycled.

‘They alse participated In a “litter picture hunt," in
which they took a camera Into their netghborhoods and
photographed environmental problems.

One student, Rachel Bush, found old tlrcs, a type-
writer and other Items in a woods by her house. “1
organlzed a club so we could clean up our woods,” she
said.

Principal Frank Delewsky said students had been
planting trees and flowers on the Flanders’ school
grounds for about 25 years.

After Earth Day, the class also plans to visit 2 land-
{1l and a recycling center in Ann Arbor, Elils sald.
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Flanders parceat Larry Cole (center) from the student crowd. La

Flanders students prepare a hole on the
school grounds in which to plant their Aus-
trian Pine as part of the Earth Day celcbra-

maneuvers the pine to its final resting place  a third grader at Flanders.
in front of the school's parking lot with help .

tion. Second graders Kristin Dicostanza
{left) and Aaron Muncey take their turn with
the shovels,

After 23 years in teaching,
she’s still staunch feminist

by Casoy Hans
stati writor

It was the late 1950s. And llfe was
giving Marian McCracken the old
one-two punch —~ knocking over her
drcams of white picket fences and
pushing her into a new world of clvil
rights and actlvism.

With her husband dlagnosed with
multlple sclerosts, the Farmington
rvesldent declded to get a teaching
certlflcate and go back to work.

“1 knew I was going to have to
take care of the family,” she said.
“The whole dream when World War
1 was over —~ you move to your half
an acre and a white picket fence —
the whole dream went down the
tubes.”

- But what scemingly made lfe
tougher proved to be a recipe for
strength and a lifelong commitment
to human rights.

. Her employment as an clementa-
ry teacher in the Farmington Publlc
Schools was the beginning of opening
her eyes lo Inequitles and injustices
and political action on a local level.

< After a 23%-year teaching carcer
at Eagle and the former Bond
clementaries, and years of just liv-
Ing, the 69-year-0ld mother of two
rematns a staunch feminlst and is
proud of it.

TODAY, SHE sits on the board of
dlrectors for the National Organiza-
tlon for Women and !s past president
of the Michigan NOW Chapter. She
has been honored with numerous
awards, and just last week recelved
a Wonder Woman Award from the
Women's Survival Center of Oakland
County, McCracken and four others
were sclected (hrough a countywide
nomination process.

* McCracken received hers [n the
area of government and politics “for
her lifelong struggle to eliminate
racism and sexism both as a teacher
of young children and a political ac-
tivist,” according to information
from the center.

She's still fighting for rights she

‘There's so many
good things that
have happened., But
the '80s have been
very, very difficult.
We have problems
we never thought we
had to deal with.’

— Marian McCracken

people

thought were taken care of long ago.

“There's so many good things that
have happened,” she said. “But the
'80s have been very, very difficult.
We have problems we never thought
we had to deal with, That really re-
fects the mood of the country.

“Certainly, racism is allve and
well.”

Recent polarization between pro-
life and pro-choice factlons has not
weakened feminist cfforts, but
strengthened them, sald McCracken.
In recent years, NOW's membership
has doubled, there is a new student
vice president of the Oakland Chap-
ter and U-M Dearborn has & new
chapter, -

NOW 1S also looking overscas to
the recenlly liberated countries of
Eastern Europe, where it Is feared
that established religlons will go in
with old-lne vlews. They're spread-
ing what McCracken calls “global
{eminlsm."

The 1990 general election is also on
her mind, as she and other NOW
activists work to encourage pro-
choice advacates to run for various
political seats. ‘There are a lot more.
women and pro-choice candidates

running,’ she said.

“Churches can go back to where
they were 30 years ago,” McCracken
explalned. “That’s golng to be a real
problem for women.”

The 1990 gencral clection is also
on her mind, as she and other NOW
activists work to encourage pro-
cholce advocates to run for various
palltical seats. “There are a lot more
women and pro-cholce candidates
running,” she sald. “Thls year is cer~
talnly the litmus test.”

McCracken's own courage and
love of politics may be rooted decp
in her childhood. MeCracken’s
mother “unconsclously” made an
impact on her future feminist views
by quitting a teaching job during
World War I and heddlng for Wash-
ington. “I think there was some cour-
age there,” she added,

Today, she holds awards for her
cfforts from the American Assocla-
tlon of University Woman, the Older
Women's League, the Michlgan Edu-
catlon Assoclation and she recelved
a special tribute in 1986 from Gov.
James Blanchard and the state
House of Representatives,

She s a longtime member of the
Farmingten Democratic Club and is
also actlve In regional Democratic
poiltics. She has been a member of
the National Board of Coalltion of
Laber Unlon Women, Metro Area
Gray Panthers, Detroit Area Nucle-
ar Weapons Freeze and the Michigan
Abortion Rights Action League.

She is also active with the Michl-
gan -Women's Studies Assoclation
and the Mlchigan Women's Assem-

bly. .

’l;erhips the most telling are
McCracken's beginnings, Sho was
born on Aug. 26, 1920 — the same
day women in the United States won
the right to vote. . .
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Bare bright, eased
close to you. A flash of
vivid yellow linen shaped by
Andrea Jovine. Halter neck,
tefined detaiting. Cool,
unrnmplicale_n‘. A breeze (o
wear by day or evening.

Sizes 4-14, $135.
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We welcome Jacobson's Charga. MastorCarc? VISA® and Amorican Expross® . ... 1" -
Shop untit 8 pm. on Thursday and Friday. Until 8 pm. on Monday, Tuosday, Wednesday and Saturday.-
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