County exec pushes for solid

By Pat Murphy
statt wrllor

Ounkland County commlssioners
seem ready to face the wrath of tax
{foe Richard Headlee —~ it necessary
~ to go ahead with bonding for the
proposed solid waste program.

“We're hoping to meet with
Headlee to sce if we can reach a
compromise,” county board chatr-
man Roy Rewold said Friday. “But
even if that doesn't work, I think we
should be ready to go ahead.”

Rewold said the board’s legal
counsel, Wllllam Hampton, hopes to
meet with Headlee thls week to dis-
cuss the threatened sujt,
Rewold. a Rochester Re,

publican,
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and other commissioners were en-
couraged to “exercise some leader-
ship” and proceed with the $470 mil
1lon solld waste program less thah 24
hours at an evening mecting of the
county board.

In an empassioncd 20-minute
speech, County Exccutive Danlel T.
Murphy reminded commilssioners
they have been Informed on the sottd
waste program and Its components
- an Inclnerator, recyeling facllities
and private land fills — for several
years.

COMMISSIONERS KNOW the
planning and research that went inte
the solld waste plan and they've had
three separate opinions from law-
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yers afflrming they could fund the
program by selling bonds that would
be pald off with tipplng fees.

*You can't back off just because
somcbody threatens a Jawsult,” Mur-
phy said. He was referring lo a
threat {rom tax-foe ' Headlee who
says he wlit sue Il county officlals
proc with plans to sell almost
$600 milllen bands without flrst get-
ting a vote of the people,

Officlals were scheduled to begin
selling bonds this summer lo finance
the waste program, an $80 millien
cxtenslon to the courthouse and o
$10 milllon computer center.

Plans were put on hold — and offl-
clals “all shook up,” as ene Commls-
sloner G. Willlam Caddel), R-Walled
Lake, put It — when Headlee, chair-
man of the watchdog group called
Taxpayers United, threatened his
sult.

The best example of how the
threatened sult disrupted county de-

liberations occurred Aprll 12 when
the board's finance
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waste

The $30 milllon MRF is the least

refused to act on a contract for the
Materlals Recovery Facility sched.
uled in Auburn Hlils,

SOLID WASTE planners were
surprised by the move because they
expected prompt approval of the
MRF ~ which was to be operatlonal
fate next year or in carly 1993,

One of those voling to table the
contract, Marilyn E.

of the solid
waste program because people want
more recycling, Murphy noted.
“We've got to move ahead,”

Murphy's address drew a standing
ovation from some commissioncrs.
“J thought it was cxcellent,” sald
commissioner Nancy McConnell, R-
Bloomficld Hills.

But it drew sharp criticism from
Headlee colleague William

Gosling, R-Bloomficld Hills, said the
solid waste plan was moving too fast
and she wanted additional Informa-
tion in vlew of the possible law suit
from Headlee.

“That was a very favorable con-
tract,” Murphy sald in hls speech. It
came In at nearly half the (anticipat-
ed) price and “did cverything we
wanted it te do."

Yet commissioners teok no actlon,
Murphy said.

as well as abaut 30 oppo-
nents of the solid waste program.
“I'm mad as hell,” McMasters
sald. “Selllng bends without a vote of
the people is clearly a violation of
the state constitution as amended In
1978 by the Headlee Amendment.”
That amendment said government
could not raise taxes without a vote
of the people, he sald, and bonding Is
a way around getting voter approv-

al.
It's time commissioners obeyed

bonds

the law they swore to uphold,
McMasters sald.

AMONG THOSE who spoke
against the solid waste plan was
Maggle Tyson of Bloomfield Town-
ship who urged commlssioners to
“take a Jong hard look” at the solld
waste program, especlally the pro-

Inclnerator scheduled to he
built in Auburn Hills.

“It shouldn't’be shoved down our
throats by any politician,” Tyson
said, “including Mr. Murphy.”

Debra McConnel, a member of
RAIL (Residents Against Incinera-
tors and Landtills) read a poem criti-
cal of the solld waste program and
the officlals who approved it.

The flnal line advised officials
who support the plan to expect to
feel voter wrath and “. .. dump
your political careers In the county
garbage can.”

. . . Officials asked to go on record

Taxpayers Unlted is demanding
Indlyidual Qakland County commis-
sioners go on record about selling
bonds for three projects — including
the controversial solid waste pro-
gram — without first getting a vote
of the 3

William D. McMaster, spokesman
for Taxpayers United, last Friday
sent letters to county commissioners
asking them to express thelr views
by this Friday,

‘The May 4 date [s signlficant, said
McMasters, because it leaves Tax-
payers Unlted enough time to recruit
candldates to run against commls-
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stoners who don't agree.

The deadline for fillng to run in
the August primary efectfons for
county commissloner ks May 15,
McMasters sald.

“We fully intend to run candldates
against commissioners who chose
not to enforce the constltution they
were sworn to uphold,” he sald,

Taxpayers United, founded by tax
foe Richard Headlee, contends com-
missioners and County Executive
Danlel T. Murphy are vlolating the
Mlchigan Constltution by not getting
a vote of the people before selling

bonds to finance three projects —
the $470 million solld waste pro-
gram, the $8¢ milllon addition to the
courthouse and the $10 mliltion com-
pulercenlcr.

THE ORGANIZATION threatened
to sue the county if officials go
ahcad with plans to begin selling
bonds this summer.

When hls or

aut a prior vote, Headlee said.
McMasters sald getting commis-
sloners on the record Is necessary

ause they do not have another
meeting until May 24, almost 10
days beyond the filing deadline.

The May 10 meeting has been can-
celed, something McMasters
charged is no accident.

“We are conducting this survey of

to sue last month, Headlee sald his
organization isn't necessarlly op-
posed to the projects. But Taxpayers
United objects to selllng bonds with-

all 27 in order to bet-
ter Inform taxpayers®of your posi-
tion on thls lssue of great import-
ant,” Taxpayers United said In its
letter,
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