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We shouldn’t feel guilty
asking cops for reports

COPS WORK like ethnle mothers.
They try to make you feel guilt.

Garrison Kelllor, the sage of Lake
Wobegon, chrontcled the machina-
tions of the M maother, who,

Ecisfard

f‘And the innkeeper speaks to all of us, in
the accents of today, over the decades of our
past.”

. — Jean Fox, Botsford Inn historian

was president and Michigan was the West.
Today, the Botsford Inn is one of the old-
est hostelrles in the state, The national his-

torie site retalns much of its rustic charm.

Still, we weren't surprised to learn last week
that innkeeper John Anhut had decided to try to
sell the former stagecoach stop — richly sym-
bolic of our community's hospitality and heri-
tage.

Since his father, John Nicholson Anhut, bought
the landmark from the estate of auto pioneer
Henry Ford in 1951, the lodging market and the

area have ch

But Anhut, pledged to making the inn “a
human estqblishmenz serving people and not
solely a moneymaking operation,” has never
gone hog-wild with modern lures.

His challenge has been to preserve a slice of
America’s past while trying to protect his fami-
ly's investment.

Having TVs in guest rooms was one of his few
concessions, “That’s just good business. We've
got to mix the old with the new,” said Anhut, ever
the entrepreneur,

ET OPENED in 1836, when Andrew Jackson

IN THE days of the Melody Circus in a green-
striped theater tent behind the inn — when much
of- Farmington Township was farmland and
Grand River was the main drag to Lansing —

Anhut Hotels Co. enjoyed a healthy occupancy
rate at the Botsford.

But 1-696, booming area growth and an influx
of chain hotels have stunted that key barometer
of profitability and have sapped Anhut of the
necessary gusto to duke it out with the big boys.

Sure, the inn remains an oasls for travelers
hooked on the ambience of an ecariier time. But
there’s only so much nostalgia it can offer to

It’s part of our area’s fabric

N

faced with the tintest disagreement,
responds: “Is this the thanks we get
after all we've done?”

Mothers of many ethnic groups
use (he same technlque, and they
have been especlally adept at passe
Irg it onto the chlldren who became

caps.
Detroit Sgt. Reglnal Dozer, speak-
t

It’s tattered around the edges.
But the hostelry is an enduring
beacon of history.

counter the amenilies of a Clarion Hotel or a
Holiday Inn.

He has made 13 major additions to the original
structure. But Anhut — a conservative business-

ing to people at a forum on de-

THE FO! law apens with this ba-
sle princlple:

"It Is the publie polley of this state
(hat all persons are cntltled to full
and complete Informatlon regarding
1he affalrs of government and the o3~

them as public officlals and public
wlth thls act.

The peuplc shall be Informed so that

T'm ficial acts of those who represent
- Richard
request to sce if they could concoet  they may fully participate in the
an allbi for denying it. democratic process.”

All over the stale, burcaucrats are
holding seminars, consulting “risk
managers” and heeding the advice of
Htke Tim Cronin.

teriorating  polk dla relations
tast month, (ried the guilt trick.

“Currently we have three full-
time pollce officers to handle Free-
dom of Information Act requests,”
sald Dozer, who heads the FOI re-
sponse section. “Each takes five (o
elght hours,"”

Cops on the line must provide re-
ports to the FOI sectlon "along with
dolng their regular duties — chasing
down murderers.”
was clear: If the

man active in the state ber of

and the local Economic Development Corpora-
tion — has never slighted the inn’s role as a minj
museum of living history.

For example, touches of Americana and five
wood-burning fireplaces spice the guest areas.
And much of the furniture came from Henry
Ford’s Fairlane mansion in Dearborn.

FORD, WHO met his wife, Clara, at a square
dance there, bought the Botsford Inn in 1924 as a
romantic gesture and to save jt from demollition
during Grand River’s widening,

Ford once said “history is more or less bunk,"
but the old man’s love for the inn was undying.

“With Henry's drive and enthusiasm as a spur,
the family decided it was more important to find
people, like the Anhuts, who would keep the inn
in the spirlt of my great-grandfather,” said Wil-
tiam Clay Ford Jr,

Chances are, Allen and Orrin Weston, who built
the original structure as Orrin's home, would
beam with pride at what the state Legistature

public didn't demand to know how
governmental agencies operate, cops
would have more time to catch
murderers and bust drug dealers.

DOZER WAS less than compli-
mentary to newspeople and clvic
leaders who make so much work for
cops by holding seminars on how to
request public documents under the
Freedom of Information Act. “And 1
think the Inmates might hold semi-
nars, too,” he satd, lumping us in
with the drug dealers and murder-
ers.

A Livenla cap, Tim Larion, wrole
a letter to the editor on this tople,
closing with “Get off their (police)
backs” and reminding us: “"We
should never forget, in our deallng
with a pollce offlce, that he/she may
have just spent an clght-hour day or
more confronting drunks, thieves,
drug uscm, suicide and aceident vie-

tims."
elty ad Rob-

proclaimed during the inn's ! in
1986:

“It stands as a beautiful window to a bygone
age, with changes and Improvements unable to
obscure the feeling of history."

It's tattered around the edges. But the hostelry
is an enduring beacon of history, We trust that
whoever buys it from John Anhut understands
the Botsford Inn, in a very real sense, belongs to
all Farmingtontans.

know your government

Laoking for information about
stale government? The League
of Women Voters has a 1oll-iree
telephone service {1-800-292-
5823} that may be helpful,

The league's Citizen Intorma-
tion Center in Lansing offers to
help people find oul about such

things as pending legislation, the
state constilution, election laws,
voling regulations or tax informa-
tion.

The telephone is answered
from 10:30 a.m, to 3:30 p.m.
weekdays.

The telephone service is paid
for by the feague's education
fund. The League of Women Vot-
ets is a non-profit organization
that works to keep volers inter-
esled and intormed about gov-
ermental issues.

© Local news you can use @ Local news you can use @ Local news yot

Y
ert R. Block gave the Obscrver &
Eccentrle staff the benefit of his
thinking at an in-house seminar last
week. “I've got a $65,000 offleer tled
to be a news reporter's

up .
valet.”

AS I interpret these amazingly
similar remarks, we the publle are
muaking trouble for our “men in
blue” when we seek access to publie
records.

If a drug-demented, lust-crazed
rapist killer goes free, it's our fault
for tying up cops with aur desire to
know what our most expensive mu-
niclpal ngenny Is doing.

Phooey!

It wasn't clvie groups and the
news medla that made Detroit —
and many suburban — pollee depart-
ments declde to scrutinize every FOI

JANES HAS
TASTE
And TASTE has Janes---
Read him every Monday

“My strong recommendatlon is
that those reports be reviewed prior-
to release by the designee (in the po-

lice department) or that the news
peeple be required to file a Freedom
of Information Act request before
the Information is released to them,”
sald Cronin, a member of a law firm
advising the townships of Canten,
Plymouth, Northville and West
Bloomfield.

A reporter, lawyer, clatms investi-
gator, civic actlvist or Interested eit-
izen should never — ever — feel
guilty when requesting a public
record,

But a lot of cltles and townships
should feet guilty about the time, tal-
ent and tax dollars they squander
hidlng their papers and then trying
to blame us for “tying them vp.”

Tim Richard is news director
of Suburban Communications
Nerws Service. SCC is the parent
company of the Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers.

from our readers

Pole debate
ridiculous

To the editor:

As 1 sit with my morning coffee
scanning the Ifront page of the Ob-
server, 1 came across: “Hills Studles
Plan to Ease Backboard Ban"
(March 22),

At first, I became a blt confused
= It wasn't April Fool's day yot,
could they be serious?

It’s hard to Imaglne that the coun-
cil of such a rapidly growing area
with some major problems associat-
cd with such rapld growth can even
take the time to hem and haw over
such a ridiculous ordlnance.

1 also find it a bit sobering to real-
ize that these people have such bi-
ased oplnions — next they'll pass an
ardinance based on thelr opinions as
to what color my house should be.

Peaple have got to realize that liv-
Ing together in a community, just
like in any relationship, requires a
little glve and take,

Everyone will always have an
oplnlen, and that's all right, but
you've got to be aware of them and
not let them Interfere with our judg-
ment.

There’s got to be a balance that's
fair to the majorlty. I still feel It was
a great loss to the community to lose
the “Concerts In the Park”™ but
that's another Issue.

T was partlcularly concerned over
the quote of the councllman Terry
Sever — “For thosc who have un-
sightly basketball hoops In their
drlveway, they probably need their
trim palnied, garage door straight-
cned and hushes trimmed.” This
from a man who was mayor.

Unfortunately there’s no quick
cure for such narrowmindedness, ex-
cept maybe, keep it at home.

Pauln Kaberline,
Farmington tlis

Bright kids
like others

To the cditor:

Congratulatlons to Bev Schmiltt,
High School Teacher of the Year,
who was featured in the April 8 Ob-
server.

However, I must disagree with
onc thing she sald in the article —
“bright kids, they're golng te make it
no matter what." I don't belleve that
Is true.

Bright kids need what all kids
nced — challenge and stimulation at
a level appropriate to their abilities.

They don't aimply make It on their
own; it's unfortunate that sa many
people belleve that. Bright students
get bored and eventually lose inter-
est in school If they're not challenged
approprlately.

JoAnn K. Phelps,
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Vgramf River ’Vi[[agew
Of Farmington Hills

“RETIREMENT LIVING
AT IT’S FINEST”

OI”IZN
HOUSIS

SUNDAY, MAY 6, 1990

12 noon to 3:00 p.m.
Refreshments & Entertainment

an independent, alternative lifestyle free
from the burden of house

and ;lhor pml':!ema.

+ Complete Single Story + Fine Dining
Apartments . i
+ Private Screened Patios Weakly Housekee.plu‘\g
+ Well-Equipped Exercise Room + Free Laundyy Facilities
+ 24 Hour Security « Transportation

to arrive. 1:00 P.MKTz:OU P.M
Grand River Village arememm Orchard et
ot Farmington Hill bc k 298 Orchrd Lake .
36550 GRAND RIVER AVE. # BETWEEN DRAKE & HALSTEAD ° People «3?:«?\'1 li?p m.
476-7478 ey 1oa

Beautiful Potted Plant to first 50 families
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ORIENTAL LACQUER FASHION

n ol fine Lhair
intenoe, from traditmaal

Century capeniise in bighfastion bauer finishes

Sale Ends May 31st

Classzc Interzors

20292 Middlchelt Road

(Mruth 0f 8 W1ite Sanaid)
M. b, E I 00 T, W, \a 9404140
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Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Offico,

‘t.,w
It's qulck It's easy.
And it’s the law.
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'APPEARING IN PERSON
TUESDAY, MAY 1st.
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