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View from bench too narrow for judges

1 GOT a call Tuesday, which coin-
cldentally was Law Day, from Oak-
dand Probate Judge Barry Grant.
“Uh, oh, I thought ~ it's probably
about last week's column and 1
nlssed some program he has Inittat-

= The column dealt with a number
Ul Oakland County |udges who arc
“getting out from behind the bench
<and out Into the community. They're
ilaking note of what they sec in the
~courtroom and reaching out to help

design some solutlons. They're doing
more than what we have expected In
he past from our lega) system.
Judge Grant's call did have to do
with the column, Dld T want to go
ont step further and consider anoth-
er arm of judge outreach — judges
serving on volunteer boards? Then
he filled me In on the in

R

i['; IS ’k
Judith Doner

s . \
¥
<2\ ./ ¥y Berne

which he and Oakland Clreult Judge
Hilda Gage are currently immersed.

The slate court administrator's
offlce recently ordered judges who

slt on boards of directors of any cor-
porations and civie or charitable or-
ganlzatlons that regularly appear as
a plaintiff or defendant In any court

to glve up their board seats or face
disclpline from the tenure commls-
slon,

It was based on an Interpretation
of 2 1974 rule adopted by the Michi-
gan Supreme Court definlng improp-
cr outslde activities by judges. The
canon states: “A judge should not
serve if It is likely that the organlza.
tion will be engaged in proceedings
that would ordinarlly come before
him or will be regularly engaged in
adversary proceedings in any court.”

Drug problem at Farmington High not new

- The writer, Jason Forge, is a
nember of the Farmington High
graduating class of 1986.
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THE SECOND-TO-LAST thing 1
.want to do is give your newspaper
anather excuse lo excorlate Farm-
ington High School. However, the
last thing that I want to do Is let the
admlnistrators at FHS palnt a ple.
ture of shock, descrlblng the March
29 drug incident at the school.
According to your Aprl) 5 artlcle,
asslstant principal Jerry Allison con-
sidered the [ncident ™. . . a big dea)
because there were somie drugs In
the building.” Now, if semeone slaps
me in the face and denles it was in-
“Tentional, I'm annoyed, but if some-
one slaps me In the face and denles It
happencd, I'm livid,

guest
column

{ties. Everyday, students sold,
bought and used drugs In the FHS
parking lot. Drug use was so perva-
slve and the risk of capture was so
siim, T recall watching hree stu-
dents cach do a line of cocalne in

For four years, ending in 1986,
schoo! administrators sfapped me
and my classmates In our faces with
thelr apathetle attitudes. From re-
pulslve restrooms to dime-bag drug
deals, we could depend on our flne
administrators to uphold the unwrit-
ten code of laissez-fafre. While at-
tending FHS, I was annoyed, Now
I'm llvid.

A blg deal?

DRUG USE and abuse at Farm-
ington High were not sporadie activ-

y, our chemlstry class —
right underncath the teacher's nose
{in a figurative sense, of course).

Alllson’s “'big deal” declaration
wasn't the only facet of your article
that didn't ring true, though 1 also
found it odd that a teacher would
read a statement to students ex-
plalning, “. . . all day, Farmington
students were very upset abut drugs
belng sold in our school”

What a crock. If Farmington stu-
dents got upsel everytime drugs
were sold at the school, FHS would
be the ulcer capital of the world.

Rest assured, you'll
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Perfect Romance

Greenstone's specializes in the expert design and creation of fine pearl
jewelry, Select from beautifully-finished necklaces, a wide variety of
s. Pictured from $120.
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MONIFV.;‘&"I;I:SU SI«TURDM:‘B(:)O TO 5:30

528 NORTH WC

Maybe this teacher was just pointing
out that dealing, like running, Is an
outdoor activity and, therefore,
should not be performed in school.
Factually, I can only write about
the drug problems that I witnessed
while I attended FHS. This recent in-
cident, however, makes me think
that things haven’t changed much in
Falcon Land, The students are still
soaring high while the admlnistra-
tors passlvely wait for them to come

. down, never consldering clipplng

thelr wings.

In celebration of at least the
elghth anniversary of their inept-
ness, FHS administrators should
step, or be shuved aslde, allowing
more enthuslastic and more compe-
tent Individuals to do the job they
coulda’t, or wouldn't, do.
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First Aid?
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GRANT AGREES that fudges
shouldn’t sit on corporate boards,
partlcularly for which they receive
remuncratlon. But he has a problem
with forbidding them to serve on the
boards of a non-proflt, such as a hos-
pital, board — although certalnly
hospltals [n this day and age are fre-
quently in court.

Grant serves on the Beaumont
Hospital Board from which he re-
ceives no direclor’s fee but a lot of
pleasure. Chances are slim that a
hospital case would appear before a
Judge of probate.

Gage serves on the Children's Hos-
pltal of Michigan Board.for which
she recelves no money. Slnce Chil-
dren’s Hospital is In Wayne County,
It Is similarly doubtful that a case
would come before her as an Oak-
land County judge.

“It's a judge’s duty as a judge and
caring human being to put some-
thing back into the communlty,”
Grant says, pointing out that this is
National Volunteer Week. “And
there s niot a better place to asslst
than to serve In the important area
of health care for other human be-
ings.”

“Neither of us are golng to re-
sign,” Grant sald, “We don't want to
be isolated.”

AN IRONY s that both Gage and
Grant are members of the Michigan
Judicial Tenure Commisslon, which

:

polices the state’s judges. And the
commission will meet this month tu
consider the cases of two Wayng
County judges, Frobate Judges Y:
Gladys Bareamian and Joseph Per-
nick, N

Both collect a stipend from the
hospltal boards on which they serve,
Pernlck from Botsford General Hos-
pitat In Farmington Hills and Bar-
semlan from Aurcra Hospital in De-
troit.

By the way, federal judges are
openly permitted to sit on hoepltal
and related boards. For example,
Federal Judge Bernard Friedman of
West Bloomlleld serves with Gage
on Chlldren's Hospital.

It appears that In thelr zeal to
have judges remaln above board,
the state court admlnistrators may
have over-interpreted the conflict of
interest canon, Of course there is al-
ways the chance that a hospital or
non-profit’s case may come before a
Judge on whose board he or she
serves. But conflict of interest sltua.
tons are resolved by turning the
case back to another judge.

Meantime, we need judges who
can see mote of and give more to
thelr communitics than from behind
the bench.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Cakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

know your government

Looking for information about
state governmeni? The League
of Women Voters has a tall-lree
felephone service (1-800-292-
5823) that may be helptut.

The league's Citizen Informa-
tion Center in Lansing offers to
help people find out about such
things as pending legislation, the
state conslitulion, election taws,
voting regulations or tax informa-

fion. .

The telephone is answered
from 10:30 a.m. 1o 3:30 p.m.
weekdays,

The telephone service is paid
for by the league's education
fund. The League of Women Voi-
ers is a non-profit organization
that works to keep volers inter-
esled and informed about gov-
ernmental issues. .

Gbgerver & Eccentric.

CLASOIFIED

644-1070 Oakland County
591-0900 Wayne County
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852-3222 Rochester/Avon
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TO WIN

Just look at what you'll
save on this beautiful
Pennsylvania House 7
piece Solid Cherry
Dining Room.

Group includes Table, 4
Chippendale Side

SAVE 25% to 50%
o St Colon
OPEN HOUSE SALE

OUR 73rd OPEN HOUSE SALE IS IN PROGRESS NOW
WITH UNPRECEDENTED SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT.

at least 30% on furniture from Pennsylvania House, Save 25% or
more on Conover, Statton, Pearson, Jamestown, Sherrill, Stearns &
Foster and many more, including all special orders.

25% on all lamps, clocks and accessories in stock.

SAVE Up to 50% and more on selected one of a kind foor samples,

EVEN MORE For the first time, WE WILL PAY THE SALES TAX!

A $750 gift certificate. Drawing held Saturday, May 12. Enter at
store, you do not need to be present to win.
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