Marty
Firment of
Farminglon
Hills picked
up this 10-
speed bike
for $15 for
her son,
Mark.

By Amy Rauch
statf writer

ARMINGTON HILLS police
auctloned everything from
hood ornaments to plastlc
plnk flamingos at thelr an-

nual auctlon April 27.
About 60 people gathered in the
garage of the pollce department.

“1 always go to auctlons,” sald
Camlile Gutowski of Farmington
Hills, “I've bought cverything from
tires to car radios. It's a lot of fun.”

Gutowski had her cye on the two
plastic flamingos. "I might bid on
the plnk flamingos,” she said. “Tll
see what they go for.”

Pollee auctioned items they had or
recovered in Investigations, but for
which they couldn't find the rightful
owners,

About $1,800 of the $2,300 raised
at the auctlon will go Into the city's
general fund.

Because some of the ltems were
confiscated during drug-related ar-
rests, the $500 will go Into

a drug forfetture fund, The fund is
used to fight drug-related crimes
and promote drug education, sald
Farmington Hills Police Lt. Richard
Murphy.

Some people came to browse, oth-
ers to se¢ what was for sale and still
others for specific items.

“I'm playing hooky from work,”
sald Dick Welr of Farmington Hills,
He was scouting the auction for a
bike with wide tires for a friend.

“I came just for the heck of iL"
said Bil Shortt of Farmington Hills.
He was hoping to buy blcycles for hls
grandchlldren.

“I've never been to a police aue-
tion,” said Judy Gangier of Farming-
ton Hills. “I came just to see what's
going on."

OTHERS CAME, irenlcally, to re-
place ltems stolen from them. "“We
had a bike stolen and we're looking
at replacing It,” said Pam Grassnlck
of Farmington Hills.

After having three hood orna-

ments stolen from his cars, Tom
Scott of Farmington Hills bid $18
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and took home a bag of the orna-
ments, His take lncluded 2
Mercedes-Benz ornament, which he's
planning to give to a neighbor who
had one stolen.

Stlll others came for a potpourri
of items.

Larry Soldan of Farmington Hills
came looking for a chalr to go with
his desk as well as a bookease and
perhaps even a bike, “If I could find
a good hlke . .. I walk a lot," he
sald.

Police also auctioned briefcases,
calculators, car sterees, helmets,
office equipment, a 1980 Harrison
High ¢lass ring, even a 1980 Chevro-
let Chevette.

Items ranged In price. One
Schwinn 10-speed blke sold for $2. A
calculator went for $4 while an en-
velope of jewelry went for $190.

The unseasopably warm weather
attracted many passersby.

“I Just came here to pass time,”
Farmington Hills resldent Dasn Sta-
sik said as he Jeaned over the Che-
vette engine.

Dwaln
Whinnery
of

Farming-
ton Hills
checks
under the
hood of
this
Chevette,
about to
go on the
auction
block.

(F13A

For $18, Tom Scott of Farm-
ington Hills bought a bag full
of hood ornaments to get one
like the one missing from his
1976 Cadlllac. He has had
hood ornaments stolen three
times over the years. He also
found an orpament that
matched the one stolen from
his neighbor's Mercedes-
Benz,

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington.area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

® leaking tank

An underground gasoline tank
being removed from a Farmington
site April 27 began leaking, and
caused Farmington public safety ol-
fleers to be put on alert,

‘The tank was belng removed Fri-
day from property at Chesley Indus-
trles, ewned by the Hussmann Corp.,
at the clty’s south end. The Chesley
plant recently closed. The company
has put the building up for sale,

According to Farmington Flre
Marshal Joe Schornack, the tanks
had not been used for many years
and contalned a mixture of some
gasoline and water,

“There wasn't that much product
they found,” he said. “It was proba-
oly confined to that slte.”

State Department of Natural Re-
sources offlclals were called in by
the company to take the appropriate
soil samples, which will be tested.

@ plcas guilty

A Farmington Hllls man faces up
1o flve years in prison and a $250,000
fine after pleading guilty to a feder-
al bank fraud charge in conncction
with the defrauding of a Pontlac
bank. .

On Aprll 30, Henry Leo Ewald, 47,
entered his plea before U.S. District
Judge Paul Gadota of Detrolt, sald
Asrdl:mm US. Attorney Karen Rey-
nolds.

Ewald Is frec on $50,000 un-
secured bond pending sentencing, He

also may have Lo pay restltution.

From November 1988 to October
1989, First Federal Savings Bank
and Trust of Pontlac was defrauded
of money “through false and fraudu-
lent pretenses and representations,”
U.S. Attorney Stephen Markman
sald.

In January 1989, the bank ap-
proved a $6.5 million loan as a first
mortgage for Westland Towers, an
apartment buildlng actually owned
by others. Approval was based on
several documents, filed with the
Wayne County Register of Deeds,
that turned out to be false or forged,
Markman sald.

“The documents purporied to
show that Ewald owned the West-
land Towers free and clear of any
encumbrances,” Markman safd. “In
reality, Ewald dld not and never had
owned thls bullding.”

Ewald used $4 million of the loan
to Invest in a Southfleld insurance
company, Reynolds sald. So far, the
bank has recovered about $3 milllon
of the origlnat $6.5 million loan, ac-
cord(ng to news reporls,

The case was investigated by the
FBI, In cooperation with the U.S. At-
torney.

In the wake of the guilty plea, the
government agr to not charge
Ewald with any other crimes result-
ing from the case.

@ marijuana found

North Farmington High principal
Deborah Clarke found a baggle of
marljuana inside the school Tuesday
afiernoon. She turned it over to the
Farmington Hills police for disposal.

© Sauna fire

Farmington Arca YMCA officials
plan to rebulld the men's sauna alfter
a patron left 2 newspaper on a heat-
er unit Tucsday night, causing a fire
that left about $5,000 in damage.

No one was hurt. An employee put
out the fire with a dry chemica) ex-
tingulsher. “It was what you would
call a small fire,” said Kevin Bugh,
executive director of the YMCA,
28100 Farmlington Road.

“It (the newspaper) was carelessly
left in the sauna,” he said. "We have
always had rules (for the sauna). But
people don't always follow them.”

Flame damage was confined to
the redw: jde the sauna, ac-
cording to a Farmington Hills Fire
Department report.

@ zalcohol violations

Farmington Hills police reported
these alcohol-related tickets:

Early Saturday, a 19-year-old
waltress at Shot's Tavers, 30859 10
Mile, was Ucketed for furnishing al-
cohol to a person younger than 21
when she served beer to a 19-year-
old police cadet accompanied by two
plainclothes pollce officers.

On Friday night, two men In thelr
20s were ticketed for transporting
open Intoxicants in a motor vehicle
when wine cooler and beer were
found in a car parked behind Mr,
Sports One of A Kind, 30880 Orchard
Lake Road,

At Putt-Putt & Games, 30749
Grand Rlver, a 17-year-old man was
ticketed for possessing beer. At the
Beechview Swim Club, 20850
Westmeath, an 18-year-old man and
a 17-year-old woman were ticketed
for passessing beer.

Couple sentenced in tax evasion

A US. District Court judge sen-
tenced a Farmington Hills couple to
one year in prison and handed down
flnes after separate jurles convicted
them of falllng to flle income tax re-
turns,

On Wednesday, District Judge Vire
ginia Morgan of Detrolt sentenced
Michael C. Tarrant, 43, and Marlene
L. Tarrant, 42.

In additlon to the prison term, Mi-
chael Tarrant was ftned $10,000. His
wife was fined $5,000. They also
must pay the costs of prosccution as
well ay the Interest and penalties on
taxes due.

Morgan put each on five years'
probation after thelr prison term.

Michael Tarrant was convicted
March 28 of flve counts of willfully
talling to file U.S, individual income

Michael Tarrant was fined $10,000. His
wife was fined $5,000. They also must
pay the costs of prosecution as well as
the interest and penalties on taxes

due.

tax returns for 1932-86. His wife was
convicted of the same charge Dec.

Michael, a Ford Molor Co. engls
ncer, and Marlene, an Insurance
company cmployee, were indicted
by a federal grand jury April 13,
1989, Since then, they have main-
talned their Innocence.

Birmingham told the Observer in
March

“We honestly belleve we had a
wvalid argument with the IRS and we
were deprived of representing that
valld argument (o the jury,” he sald,
“We belleve the charges will come
back for re-trial in both cases.”

The Internal Revenue Service's
Criminal Investigation Division, In
the US, Attorney’s

Both will be
defense attorney Richard Lustig of

P with
Office in Detroit, bandled the case.
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Let us introduce you to Sheaffer fashion pens
for wamen, and engraver Bob Baum, Pick a color...

tea rose, cornflower blue, orchid or teal

«.and he will engrave Mom's name or initials

at no additional charge. She'lf love the soft,

subtle matte-finish with 23K gold accents.
Pettipoint patter pen pouch and
presentation gift box included. $18.
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