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IGHT ON, Mayor Fox.

R The city council should revisit what's

going on at Carrington Place Apart-

B ments, that ailing Farmington Hills

lousing project for moderate- to low-income
senior adults.

: At the heart of our concern is the change in

after the city approved a yearly tax break of
.more than two-thirds.

The timing of the management change, from
Detroit Baptist Manor to PM Diversified, bothers
,us — a lot. We're not challenging ecither compa-
«ny. Both are reputable,

But we think it's strange that City Manager
«Bill Costick didn't know who would replace De-
troit Baptist Manor unti] we told him. Communi-
‘cation between Carrington owners and city offi-
“cials surely should be better.
"< Meanwhile, we're still unclear, even after a
‘call to Lansing, why Detroit Baptist Manor didn't
meet Michigan State Housing Development Au-
‘thority guidelines. We've filed a Freedom of In-
formation request with MSHDA in an effort to
Jfind out exactly where Detroit Baptist Manor
came up short.

CARRINGTON PLACE opened last August.
By December, just 29 of the 100 units, dedicated
by covenant for senjor housing, had been leased
al market rents of $550 to $600.

The March tax break limits Carrington to low-
er-income seniors, who will pay shelter rents of
$401-8457.

It also let the owners seek a 35-year, low-in-
terest mortgage through MSHDA and thus drop
rents for 1990 by $150-8200, Future rents will be
set by formula. MSHDA will subsidize tenants
Paying more than 40 percent of income on shel-
ter.

Carrington's annual payment in lieu of taxes
will be 4 percent of its net revenue from shelter
‘Tents (rent recmpls after utility costs),

- This year's payout will be $17,588, well short
of the property tax of $61,000, based on a state
equalized value of $1.2 million. The city’s chunk
of the $17,689: roughly $3,500.

gﬁawmgﬁ@n Place
Review management change

management companies less than two months |

As we stated in March, we're not opposed to
the city helping business succeed when justified.
But we repeat: This bailoul smacks of too much
too late.

FARMINGTON HILLS doesn't have enough
senior housing. Waiting lists underscore that.

Bul what irked us most about the tax break
was that the owners sought it only after they
couldn‘t fill Carrington at market rents, only af-
ter a bid for bigger profit failed.

The t1th-hour bailout invites every other sen-
ior housing project that runs short of cash to seek
a city hall handout, putting the council in a no-
win position.

As we wrote in March, a future “yes” on a
similar request could be considered yet another
taxpayer subsidy of private enlerprise, A {uture
“no” could uncork charges of favoritism toward
Carrington.

We want Carrington Place lo succeed. It fills a
vilal need. A tax break scems on targel. But at
this point, the tax break isn't the issue,

WE'RE NOT sure how much the city councit
knows about the reason for the change in man-
agement. We'd guess it knows very little.

But given the city’s vested interest in Carring-
ton's financlal stale, we hope the council would
at least be curious about the management situa-
tion at Freedom and Drake.

Aldo Vagnozzi was among Lhe council mem-
bers who agreed Lo the tax break partly because
Detroit Baplist Manor, which “has an excellent
record in the community,” would be the manage-
ment company.

Council members owe it to not only the tax-
payers but also themselves to clear the air about
the management status of Carringlon Place,

In March, we stressed that we don’t doubt the
integrily of Carringlon partner Sam Yaker, who
maintains that receipts and outilow won't bal-
ance until the fifth year of full occupancy at
shelter rents.

But given the city broke precedent in granting
him a lale tax break, we're sure he understands
he's highly susceptible Lo publie serutiny.
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Should parent tattie
on @ﬁuduty teacher?

Q: I recently saw my son's teacher
shopplag at an area mall one after-
noon at 2 pam. It was a regularly
scheduled school day. She saw me
and I know she went out of ber way
to avold talking to me, I do volantecr
wark In ber school and xee her al-
most every week. I've heard teach-
crs get personal business days but
this didn't look llke personal bustness
to me, Shauld I mentlon it to ber
principal?

A: It is impossible to justify play-
tng hookey but it has gone on since 1
began In cducatlon. The majority of
teachers and administraters do not
abuse the usc of thelr slck or person.
al buslness days. But a few do.

However, most teachers and ad-
ministrators with whom I've workcd
tend to come to school when they are
not feeling well and probably should
have stayed home.

The genesls of sick days and per-
sonal buslness days from the pre-
teacher contract era to today needs
:? be reviwed to address your ques.

on.

When 1 started in education back
In the 1950s we received three slek
days and no personal business days.
If you were on your death bed the
superintendent had the right to de-
cide If your sickness was legitimate,
He then could grant a teacher more
than three days. Otherwlse, your pay
was docked.

When negotlations were legltim.
ized In the 1960s, slek days increased
from (ive up to now 10 per year In
most distriets. The days also accu-
mulate and can now be carrled over.
Many teachers have more than 200
days accumulated that they have
never used,

Personal business days were then
negotiated into the contract, initially
one or two a year. These days origi-
natly were to be used only for a
death in the family and

Teachers who abuse this fringe
beneflt think only the bullding prin-
clpal and central office are con- -
cerned. Wrong. Teachers within cach -
building know who the abusers are
as do unlon leaders. And although
they say nothing to thelr face, they
have strong personal opinlons that *

llowever, those days were few and
far between,

Unfortunately, there arc a few
educators who view both sick days
and personal business days as vaca-
tion days. Having reviewed atten-
dance patterns of staff members for
years, they are casy to identify.

‘The most famous day {o be sick is
a non-payday Friday. This choice
grants the long weekend and the
next Friday to pick up the check.
Days just prier to vacations also are
popular, Deer huntlng season often
fﬁusu another perlod of extended

ness,

in private.

Since you wonder about your
chlld’s teacher belng in the mall at 2
pm, you have choices. You can
mention it to her, mention it to her
princlpal or declde it is none of your
buslness, You say she is an cxcellent
teacher, seldom ahsent, so conslder
these factors before making your de-
cislon.

Dr. James Doyle is a former as-
sistant superintendent in the
Troy School District, Questions
JSor this column should be sent to
Doc Doyle, c/o Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

from our readers

Pay equity
bills needed

To the editor:

1I'd llke to urge all male readers to
undergo a sex change. Simply imag.
ine carning 35 percent less for the
work you do.

Now perhaps you'll write your
state legislators about supporting
the two-pay equity bills currently be-
fore the Michigan House Labor Come
mittee (HB 4150 and HB 41511).

Pay equity. Ontarlo has it. And

cach day had to be approved by the
administration.

As years rotled on, the number of
personal business days increased up
to four and could be used for other
situations where a tcacher 1s not In
control of setting the dates and
times (for example a doctor’s ap-
pointment). In many of tedays' con-
tracts teachers do nat have to de-
clare what personal buslness the:
are going to be about. It Is thelr busl-
ness and it would be considercd
unethical to infer a teacher would
ever play hooky as some kids de.

Frankly, as a teacher and admiln-
istrator, there were a couple days it
seemed T was mentally and physical-
1y burned out and 1 did stay home.
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such as IBM

have it. It's time the women of Mich.
igan have it, too.

Timothy Lachowskl,

Farmlington Hills

System may
slight victims

To the cdltor:

The victims of crime deserve a
criminal justice system that pun-
ishes criminals, not victims,

‘Too often, our system dotes on the

Arthri

defendant while belng insensitlve to
the anguish and hardship it visits on
the vietim.

The recent National Vietims'
Rights Week, April 22-28, gave us an
oppartunity to focus public attention
on this deficlency in our system and
to promote a grealer awareness of
the actions we have taken to correct

=

The Michigan Constitution and the
Crime Victims' Rights Act now
guarantee certain rights to crime
victims. .

Among these are the right to ace
tively participate in the prosecutlon’
of the case, including the right to
speak al the defendant’s sentencing,

The Oakland County Prosecutor’s
Offiee has a Victim/Witness Assiste
ance Unit to inform victims of thelr’
rights and asslst them in exercising
those rights, It can be contacted at
858-0707.

We should rededicate ourselves to
impreve the justice system for vie-
tims.

We need to assure that sefficient
resources are given to the victims to
help them cope with their traumatle

experience.
Ricbard Thompson,
Qakland County prosecutor
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You may be aware of tho technique

damagu which, in tho past,

tures depanded on x-ray techni

and fong o

pal
Shouldbr arthrascopy permits tho ?hyslclan o seo the structures of the [oint
Immediate repair.

clearly and In certain cases underizke
However, arlhroscopy 1s e;

go undm genarat anasthesia, which Hsel

ardor only atler traditional mothods of treatment and dlagnosis have falled.

Still, ho avallability of thls ptocedure provides hopa for a retum of function and a
Qmom from pain when proviously no such expectations wete possiblo.

ARTHROSCOPY OF THE SHOULDER

ue for Iooking diroctly
into tha kneo wilh a scope, called athroscopy. This devet
opmant permils orthopedists {6 sse and aven repair knee
required an open operalion.
‘Asthioscopy also I3 avallablg for the shoulder.
A number of conditions Involve tha tendons, cartila 0, and capsule sunounding
tha shoulder folnt. In the pasl. dii agm;'llsl trl‘r l?‘an and disruplions of these struc:
Ic]
Ihuso Roblnms Funhem:lero, tollowing diagnosis, the patlent facod tha':\aad for an
ration.

axpensive and complications such as blesding and in-
foction can follow from & In addition, sh'oulde{, anh{’uscogy raqulus the patient to
0 8 hazar

failed 10 saveal the presence of

Thus, arthroscopy Is in

Men. if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

&
It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

Need a Dentist?

Let’s Get
Acquainted!

Inittal exam, consultation, any
needed X-rays and an
explanation of your dental
insurance plan. Good for new
patlent appointments made

. boefore May 31st, 1880
between 9:00 a.m, & 2:00 p.m.

We Welcome You at

Pesis Family Dental Center

29224 W, 8 Mile Rd. at Middlebelt

Farmington Hills
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