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American:
Countrified
with a twist

By Larry O'Connor
staff wrltor

IN CONCERT

® THEATTIC

The Attlc will perform on Monday,
May 21, at Rick’s Cafe, 511 Church, Ann
Arbar. For information, call 995-2747.

@ AXID

Azxld will perform on Monday, May 21,
at the Blind Pig, 208 5. Firsi, Ann Arbor,
For informatlon, call 896-8555,

@ IDYLL AROOMERS

Idyll Roomers will perform on Tues-
day, May 22, at Rlck's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For [nfermatlon, call 985-
2047,

® MOL TRIFFID

Waterford. For information, call 681-
1700.

# VIV AKAULDOREN

Viv Akauldren will perform with
guests, Unsane, on Thursday, May 24, at
Club Heldelberg, 215 N, Main, Ann Arbor,
For information, call 663-7758,

@ ASH CAN VANGOGH

Ash Can VanGogh will perform.on
Thursday, May 24, at the Bllnd Pig, 2088,
First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

® AH FACTOR WITH GREG STRYKER
RH Factor with Greg Stryker will per-

In the ilwo Souled American sounds like a band that has taken coun- Mol Triffld will perform on Tuesday, form Thursday through Saturday, May
years since try music apart and left the pleces strewn across the floar. May 22, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, 24-26, at Key West, 24230 W. Siz Mile,
coming fo the ‘At least, that's the first Impression listening to the Chica-  Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call 996.  Ann Arbor. For information, call 592
United  States go foursome’s latest on Rough Trade “Around the Horn* 8555 0098.

trom Ircland, |- The moody, dragged-through-the-muck record has an almost LUKA BLOOM

Luka Bloom eerle feeling of being both depressing and serene at the same = @ Luka Bloom will perform on Tuesda ® EDDIE SHAW 5

has mode a ttme. A slow dance wlth your partner Is required. May 22, at The Ark. 6375 . Maln, Ane mm“;‘fﬂ-“, Eddie 5:;[\; and the Jralte
name for him- “That (the country sound) goes back a Jong way with Chrls  xrtor. For Informatlon, call 99-MUSIC. E;':_\gl;'unawp? w;:an g Flr:(y'::::y/\:ﬁ:r‘
self, first in {Grigoroff, vocalist and acoustic.gultar) and Joe (Adducci, memwﬁ'ﬂ call 996-8555. .

clubs thenas a
support act.
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Bloom blossoms
with ‘Riverside’

bass and vocals),” sald drummer Jamey Barnard, whose
band performs Wednesday, May 23, at Club Heidelberg In
Ann Arbor. "Chris was a harmonica player and Joe's mom
actually made country records.”

Joe’s mom has a slice of her country stylings on the latest
LP, “Holding Back the Tears.”" This s not country In the
Nashville/Opryland/Hee Haw sensc of the word, although
one would glve up his rhinestone belt buckle to watch Buck
Qwen's face contort in confusion when listening to this LP.

SOULED AMERICAN takes some time to get to know.
Apparently, American audlences have taken thelr time get-
ting to know them. .

With three albums already, the group ls only beginning to
make inroads In this country, The first-ever U.S."tour kicks

® JAYHAWKS

Jayhawks {rom Minncapolls, Skunk
from Newark and The Opossums will
perform on Tucsday, May 22, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
informatien, call 663-7758.

® XNAVES

Knaves will perform on Wednesday,
May 23, at Key West, 24230 W. Six Mile,
Detrolt, For informatlon, call 592-0050,
The group also performs on Wednesday,
May 24, at Rlck’s Cafe In Ann Arbor, For
informatlon, call 995-2747.

® SOULED AMERICAN

® FUNHOUSE

Funhouse wlll perform on Friday, May
25, at the Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Caniff,
olf {-75. For informatlon, calt 961-MELT.

® GEORGE BEDARD AND THE
KINGPINS

George Bedard and the Kingpins will
perform on Friday, May 25, at Rick's
Cale, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For infor-
matlon, call 995-2747,

® URGE OVERKILL -
Urge Overklll will perform on Friday,

By Larry 0'Connor In fact, 2 tour with Hothouse Flowers off In Ann Arbor. Sonl;g American, a band on Rough ihy ﬁus.b:l Cl}qb Il:l?elbcrfl,zls Nilmsaéu;.
. ds, will ., Amn r. For information, cal .
Staff writer brought Bloom to The Ritz in Roseviile Souled Amerlcan was recently well-received in Europe, .5:?;: Fe‘:zrm ‘;3,,,‘:,'::.’;’,' ;«I:v‘:;_w:; 7758 =

two years ago.

“Riverslde" is being gobbled up by
many of those who've seen Bloom some-
where down the line, But the LP [s also
taking off In places where Bloom has neve

rformed.

“'More audiences are ripe for this type
of alum (RanTicy were a couple of years
ago,” Bloom said. “Some barriers have
been broken down. Audlences in America
are thought to be conservative, but they're
not. It's Amerlean radio that's conserva-
tive. More and more people are breaking
the rules like (Irish new age singer) Enya,
(Scottlsh folk duo) the Proclaimers and the
Pogues, which is nice to see.”

BLOOM HAS broke the rules by breaks
Ing with his past. Performing with little
success in his native Ireland, he wanted a
new start in Amerlca, He started by
changing hls name from Barry Moore to
Luka Bloom.

Many have thought it was an atiempt to
get out from under the skadow of his well-
known brother, Irish ballader Christy
Moore, Not so, according to Bloom.

“There were two reasons (for the name
change),” he sald. *Number one, I had
been performing In Ireland for some time.
[ wanted a fresh Identity and a clean alate.
Number two, I didn't want to be confused
with Gary Moare of ('70s Irish rockers)
Thin Lizzy. So I thought I'd give myself an
Iggy or a Bono.”

“The Qne,” a song off “Riverside,” was
belleved to be a personal address to hls
brother, Christy.

Bloom said the song was originally in.
tended for the Pogues’ lead singer Shane
MacGowan, whose drunken rages on stage
have been well-chronicled.

“The song could have been about a aum-
ber of peaple,” Bloom said. “It's about the
rock'n’roll industry and what it expects of

ou.”
y While “The One” s about self-destrue-
tion, “An Irishman in Chinatown™ olfers
balance as a whimsical tale of falling for
a Chinese glrl only to realize it's a dream.

Except for Bloom’s solo carcer, the
dream ls only beglnning to come true.

opening for Camper Van Beethoven. English music maga-
zine Melody Maker even asked the group to contribute a cut
to its upcoming compllation compact disc,

Such recognition has yet to come here at home, though,

“It's different,” Barnard said. “It's slow for people to plck
up on who have never listened to country music before.

*“People In America take American music for granted. A
lot of the stuff i traditional musle. It's not vnusual enough
for them, I guess.” N

The band is traditional In the sense It uses an acoustic

. guitar, a bass and drums. Other than that, anything goes. The

Interesting aspect of Souled American is how cach musiclan
Interacts on record.

The little nuances and subtletles are the beauty of a
record that can evoke feelings of pain and melancholy,

Club Heldelberg, 215 N. Maln, Ann Arbor. -
For information, call 663-7758, @ TERMINATOR X -
Terminater X will perform  with
guests, Favor Flaw, on Friday, May 25, !
at Saint Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress,
Detroit. For Information, call 961.-MELT.

Luka Bloom has never been ene to wrap
his musle in trite metaphors, pastoral im-
agery or rambling political diatribes.

Bloom's acoustie gultar is his axe; his
words the power that can cut through to
the core. His debut album “Riverside”
{Reprise) Is an understated, yet surprlsing-
ly stunning plece of music. The Irish solo
artist doesn't sugar coat his terms, not
even in Interviews.

Btoom from the hip:

The diffleulty of Irish artists making it
*in their own country: “Ab, they're a bunch
of ... begrudgers. It's this 'He's from
down the street, he's no good’ attitude."

Playlng larger venues: “Three hundred
or 30,000 — it's ali the same.”

The success of “Riverside:
think it's a good album.”

The length of this inlerview: “How arc
we dolng here? I've got to run to a sound-
check, Do you have enough stuf{?"

Any remalning questions can be answer-
ed in bls musie, which Is as straight-far.
ward as It is passionate.

There's an air of bewilderment and
wide-eye discovery on “Riverside,” which
in itself provides a very uplifting tone to
the album. Most of the songs on the LP
were written alter Bloom arrived in the
United States from Ircland two years ago.

EACH NUMBER Is a story, some writ-
ten In the hurrled fashion of a summer -
camper who can’'t wait to pen home to

® UNIVEASAL BPECTRUM

Unlversal Spectrum will perform on
Wednesday, May 23, at the Blind Pig, 208
S. First, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
996-8555.

® LAB ANIMALS .
Lab Antmats will perform with guests,
Skin Horse, on Friday, May 25, at Fin- ..
ney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, Detrolt. For

Information, call 831-8070.

® THE URBATIONS

The Urbations will perform on
Wednesday, May 23, a¢ Rlek's Cale, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For information, call
995-2747.

® TAYLOR DANE

Taylor Dane will perform on Friday,
May 25, at Clubland at State Theater,
2111 Woodward, Detroit. Tickets are

® FLASH
Flash will perform on Wednesday, May
$17.50 in advance, For Informatien, call
C.

23, and Friday and Saturday, May 25.28,
at Jaggers, 348t Ellzabeth Lake Road,

LIVE REVIEW

GOOBER & THE PEAS
— 3-D, Royal Oak

The next tune dispels any doubt as
to what genre this band cails home.
The anthem “Hot Women (Cold
Beer)" encapsulates their style —
deadpan humor and frentic
rock’n’roll.

As Goober lcads the raunchy gui-
tars with arms whipping about like
Arthur Fledler on amphetamines,
the mostly leather-clad crowd howls
for more, And they get it — “The
Walkin’ Talkin’ Johnny Cash Blucs™
and “Smoke 'Em If You Got 'Em
"are wo more original rave-ups
featuring Peas Junior and Shorty an
the “gee-tars.” v

Amid frenzied cries of “GOO-".
BER!" from the happy crowd, the™*
band drives off into the Roya! Oak
sunset. One of the great mysteries of ~
Western culture Is that four of your
entertalnment dollars can buy you
an evenlng of frolic and fun with
Goober and the Peas, while $5 gets
you Into “Back to the Future IIL" G8"%
Tigure. wil

“EVERYBODY PLAYS completely true to thelr personal-
Ity,” Barnard said. “It's not llke we say, ‘Oh, this song should
sound this way.'

“We use the instruments In different functlons. Chris Is
definitely the person providing the rhythm on acoustic gui-
tar.”

1'd llke to

The fact not all have country backgr isone
of Souled American’s strengths. Barnard, for example, has a
jazz and reggac background as a drummer. Grigoroff and
Adducci has been enlightening him to the music of Merle
Haggard and George Jones.

Grigoroff and Adducel have a large say in the direction of
the songs. But everyone warks well together.

“They (Adducel and Grigoroff) play all the time,” Barnard
satd, “It always helps when you have that good writing part-
nershlp. They always encourage Scott (Tuma, gultarist) and
I'to come up with Ideas. It's a real ereatlve environment.”

Il bands carned revenue on a
smiles per customer basts Instead of
from admission charges, Goober and
the Peas would top the Who's take
from their latest farewell tour.

Mixing their peculiar blend of sa-
tirleal showmanship, country come.
dy and gut-churning rock'n’roll, the
hippest i this slde of the
Opry rocked a rollicking Royal Oak
crowd recently at 3-D.

Underneath the cowboy hats and
western tles, this band is about as
country as Mlanie Pearl is hip-hop.

As they take the stage and cut into
ill.'m

Souled American performs on Wednesday, May 23, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N, Main, Ann Arbor,

mom.

“It just blew me away coming to Ameri-
ca," said Bloom, who called Dublin home
before arriving here. “It's not what I ex-
pected it to be. T thought it would be a
very aggresslve place. . . but it wasn't.

“1 didn't come here wilh a hype ma-
chine behind me. I didn't have a manager.
1 dida’t have an agent. I didn't have a
record deal. I came here with nothing.
Peaple were so helpful, such as telling me
what places to play and who to talk to,”

Without any publicity preceding him,
Bloom quickly garnered his own., Word of
his live performances in clubs along the
East Coast, using only his gultar and
volce, [lltered to record executlves. As a
result, he was able to latch on as a support

Willlams Sr.’s “Hey Good

n',”" a Goober neophyte may won-
der if he’s stumbled into a rawhide
bar,
Suddenly, Goober, o tall, lean lad
who could Jook Bl Laimbeer dead
In the eye and say "Howdy,” begins
to fall his boneless limbs wildly and
the band kicks Into “'Funky Cowboy.”
The gultars sing to the soulful beat,
and hay flles off the stage as Goober
goes into his “cowboy walk” — his
dancing makes Paula Abdul look Uke
a young Shirley Temple.

Luka Bloom performs at 8 pm.
Tuesday, May 22, at The Ark, 6374 S.
agt with Sinead Q'Connor, The Pro-  Main, Ann Arbor. Tickets are $5 in ad-
clalmers, Hothouse Flowers and the Vio-  vance. For information, call 89-MU-
lect Femmes, SIC.

REVIEWS

OUT OF WATER
- Peter Hammill

latest album *“Around the

Souled American's
Horn” is a moody, dragged-through-the-muck
record with an almost eerie feellng of belng both
depressing and serene at the same lime.

— John Cortez

HEARTS AND"  JENEGADE SOUNDLWAVE f

MINDS
— Hearts and
Minds

You can (sometimes) judge an al-
bum by Its cover, Don't belleve 1t?
Take a good look at the album cover

SOUNDCLASH
— Renegade
Soundwave

From the first few staccato, syn-
theslzed notes of the song, “Blue
Eyed Boy,” on Renegade
Soundwave's new releass, “Sound-
clash,” it's pretty apparent what the

II you're looking for a quick, easy-
to-read, one word review of Peter
Hammlll's new release, “Out of Wa-
ter,” try INs one — pretentious,

Still curlous? Read on.

Beginnlng with the first track,
"Evidently Goldlish," you'll soon

come to realize that what you're lis-.

tening Is supposed to be taken seri-
ously. You sce, Hammlll Is making
art. Note the meaningful title, "Evi-
dently Goldfish," how clever|

This first track pretty much
foreshadows the overly serious tone
of the whole album, In “Evidently

Goldfish,” Hammill adopts‘a me- '
chonleal, omnipotent volee, In his *

best Imitation of Gary Numan of
“Cars” fame, The only guy who can
really get away with ainging this
way Is Dav{d Bowle, and a3 you may
have guessed by now, Hammill Is no

wie. RN

Hammlll'a pretentious airs reach
thelr sickening pianacle on the song
“Qur Oyster” where Hammll! actn-
ally beglns the song by (choke!) tatk-
Ing over a backdrop of synthesizers
and piano, ““This one’s authentic/son
of a gun/soundirack from /in
the unlversal tongua” he says grand-
ly. Eeeeeutuh! . .

It slowly becomes apparent why
Hammlil i1 80 fond of this talking/

singing atyle of vocals upon hearing
some of the other tracks on which
Hammill makes a valiant attempt to
actually sing.

Some people have volees that are’

to the Immediate right of these
words and try to guess what the
record sounds llke.

Let's see , .. it's a black and
while photograph of an old, beat-up
traller, some barbed wire, a wind-
mill and a water tower all sct In a
gvn;t{, gritty landscape, probably out

Well, wo're pretty close 80 far —

50 bad that hey sound good — Neil Hearts and Minds ls from Oklahoma
Young, Bob Dylan and Gordon Gano  and thelr muslc i3 as dusty and gritty
of the Violent Femmes quickly come 23 you'd expect. 15 stralght-for.
to mind, But, Hammlll's volce lacks  ward rock'n'roll with a touch of
the distinction of these other men. twang thrown in bere and there.

A more ‘accurate comparison i Ono of the ways for a band to find
with the “annoyingly monotoned - success is to work under the tutelage
R!cah ofl;r:ﬁzn 'nkl;mu He !mnq 3! an u‘:.m e muslclan — ‘;llck

e he g In an unoaturally’ - James Mary Jane Girls,
decp volce, Perhaps he lso't singing  Prince bad Vanlty 8 — now John
from his diaphragm or something.- Cougar Mellencamp bas some, argu-

1f you're looking for advice onhow  ably lesy sexy, Interns of his own,
to allocate your album buying dol- Heartsand Minds,* . |
lars, here you are: Save your money. Mellencamp let Hearts and Minds
Perhaps It will encourage Hammill  uss his Belmont Mall Studio In Indl-
‘to get out of the music business, ana and even lent some of hiy band

. = Jill Hami to the ding scssions.

The record was produced by Mellen-
camp's gultarist, Mike Wanchle, and
his drummer, Kenny Aronoff, played
on several of the cuts,

This works both for and against
the band, Wanchic convinced Hearts
and Minds to record most of their
material lve, glving the record a

D
“for"
“agalnst” part Is that the band
sounds overly Influenced by “Big
Daddy" Mellencamp. Lead vocallst
Bruce Henderson sounds too much
like he Is trylng to Imitate his men-
tor.

In the {lnal analysis, Hearts and
Minds 1y an instantly forgettable LP,
‘These boys would do well to head
back to the old farm. :

— Jill Hamilton

rest of the album will bring —
harshly and heavily rhythmic dance
tunes.

What is pot apparent Is any addl-
tional information about this myste-
rlous band other than thelr label is
Enigma Records, (Tbat's right, that's
why they call it Enigma). There Is no
Iyric sheet, no “thanks to” section,
not even & listing of the names of the
members of the band.

er_Enigma is going through
severe budget cuts that necessitates
saving money on printing costs or
{and thix Is infinitely more in:

Ing, but probably highly “unlikely)
Renegade Soupdwave is
pseudonym ' ¢

simply &
or. a

SOUIOCLASH

tess percussion pounds away, .
'K‘h;amnmw wzrh well, with on6 .
anno, exception, “Blting it
Nails Inmihlxp extendo-tme, B
ameless singer repeats -
“P'm just biting my nails" Wm N
over untll the song becomes im- |

mensely lrritating. But, these ‘end-
less loops of repetition are. what '
dance music isall about, Right? .
. Renegade Soundwave ls-gifted at
b odd sonlc elements tnto
thelr - techno-tunes.
Porn," they graft In




